
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Memories of Christmas: 

Images from Merton and beyond. 



Children’s Christmas party at the British Legion, St. Mark’s Road, Mitcham, 1939. 



A postman pictured with some of his Christmas  

deliveries, 1930s. 



Wimbledon Broadway, decorated for Christmas 1907. 



 Christmas has always been a key trading period for local suppliers including this family  

 butchers, H. Cook & Sons, Merton High Street, 1953. 



Father Christmas helping youngsters to choose gifts in a typical department store toys section, 1930s. 



Pratt’s department store, Streatham c.1935. 

Large shops such as this, Ely’s of Wimbledon and the five storey Co-op department store which once 

stood on London Road, Morden, could offer Christmas shoppers a wide variety of gifts and homeware. 



Enthusiastic Christmas pudding chefs at a London school, 1950s. 



1918 Christmas card showing children with  

their toys. 



Children’s party Nelson Hospital, Merton Park, 1955 



Children’s Christmas party organised by St.Helier Labour Party, 1954 



Popular Christmas gifts, these Triang label toys were made at the Lines Brothers toy factory in  

South Wimbledon during the 1930s. 



Members of the Mitcham Rotary Club and 

“Jack” the donkey, raising money for  

local charities in 1958  



Wimbledon Theatre, The Broadway, c.1910. 

The theatre first opened on Boxing Day with the pantomime “Jack and Jill.” It has now been a venue 

for this popular brand of Christmas entertainment for more than a century. 



A scene from the Mitcham Works annual pantomime, “Cinderella,” c.1956 



The interior of Morden Hall decorated for Christmas, c.1930. 

At this stage in its history the hall was still privately owned by Gilliat Edward Hatfeild but was 

functioning as a convalescent home - an annexe of the London Hospital. 



A festive message from 57th Surrey ( Mitcham ) Home Guard Battalion, 

Sub-Artillery Platoon, No. 3, 1944 



Sledging on Mitcham Common, 1976 



Skating on a frozen pond, Wimbledon Common, c.1890. 

Winter sports such as curling, skating and sledging were popular during the Christmas period. 



The Rialto cinema, Raynes Park. 

Cinema offered an alternative form of 

entertainment at Christmas. 

The Rialto was an independent and 

offered local people the chance to see 

films that they had missed on the 

chain circuit . Musicals and comedies 

were the mainstay of family  

entertainment, particularly in the 

1930s. 



Merton Parish Church, 1985. 

Local parish churches have been staging religious services, carol singing, almsgiving and  

ringing a special “Christmas peal” at this time of year for several centuries but the traditions  

were really popularised during the Victorian period. 


