
 

 

 

 

 

 

Wimbledon During World War 1: 

Food Resources 



 

 Allotments near West Place, Wimbledon Common, First World War. 

 Initially people were fairly nonchalant about the wartime food supply. However, anticipating shortages,  

 Wimbledon Borough Council soon called for vacant land to be used for food production, in the interests of   

 local residents and the growing number of Belgian refugees. Although some private landowners were  

 reluctant, the council authorised the use of local parks, verges, rail embankments and parts of the Common  

 as allotments. In March 1916 the Home Produce Society was founded to take over land, let it out and  

 purchase supplies for cultivators. By 1918, there were 3000 allotment plots for the 50,000 population.  

 Cattle and sheep were also grazing on the Common, by permission of the Conservators.  



 

 

Wartime leaflet encouraging people not to waste food. ( Musuem of Wimbledon ) 



  

 Ration book belonging to Wimbledon  

 resident, J C Druce. 

 By 1917 German U-boat attacks on Allied   

 shipping were creating serious food shortages. 

 In order to feed frontline troops and prevent  

 Britain from being starved into surrender,  

 a system of rationing was introduced.  
 

 Food imports were limited and Wimbledon   

 council encouraged people to “ Grow More and   

 Buy Less.” Food wastage was frowned upon  

 and action was taken against hoarders, 

 profiteers and anyone adulterating goods such  

 as flour. Many people craved sugar and butter.  
 

 The Wimbledon Women’s Social and Political   

 Union converted their Victoria Crescent shop to  

 a distress kitchen in 1914, serving hot meals  

 twice per day. 35,000 were sold from their  

 Merton kitchen in just 7 months.   
 

 From  April 1917 the council also organised  

 communal kitchens in Merton Road,  

 Cottenham Park and Haydons Road to save  

 food and fuel. 
 



 

 Boys from St. Mary’s School, Wimbledon, tending their allotment, c.1918. 

 By April 1917 the Wimbledon Home Produce Society had supplied local people with 1000 allotment plots,  

 each covering around 250 metres. It was considered a “patriotic duty” to grow cabbages, marrows, beans  

 and potatoes. Everyone was encouraged to do their bit and in 1917 the Wimbledon & District Allotment  

 Holders Association was formed. This later merged with the Wimbledon Park Allotments Society and had  

 1000 members by 1918. 

 The societies issued seed stock and gave advice to novice gardeners, including “help to lady allotment  

 holders.” As sugar was rationed, the local association asked for concessions to be given to growers of  

 pumpkins, rhubarb and marrows. 



  

“Most families had acquired in some way a patch of ground which produced  

 vegetables and potatoes and one year, I remember magnificent marrows. So proud  

 was my father, that we hung the marrows up in the conservatory so that all might see  

 them but alas they were on view too long and when taken down were completely  

 dried out and hollow shells… horse manure was still available on the streets and  

 certain parents allowed their children to collect this under cover of darkness, always  

 producing better results on their allotments. These families were not always regarded  

 with the highest esteem by their resolute neighbours.”  
 

                                                                                                                            Vernon Ely, Fifty Years Hard 



 

 King George V and Queen Mary pictured at the Wimbledon Park piggery, 1918.  

 People were also allowed to keep pigs, chickens and rabbits for food, providing they paid for any damage   

 to their allotment site. Poultry like hens, ducks and geese were also kept in the grounds of a local hospital    

 on Gap Road, Wimbledon. In 1918 the King and Queen came to show their support to local people by  

 visiting allotments in Wimbledon Park, Durnsford Road, South Ridgway and Dundonald Park. The manager  

 of Wimbledon Park piggery gave the Queen a piglet as a gift. Named “Dolly,” her bacon was saved by the  

 Queen who asked people to “hire” the pig for a short time. Passed around local allotments, Dolly became a  

 good luck charm and the money raised was sent to war charities. 



 

 “My husband, a Brigadier on the Staff in France, used to come home with his  

 suitcase stuffed full of potatoes, a piece of bacon and butter and sugar, which shows  

 how hard hit we were and how short of food. No rationing and no convoys. I believe  

 we nearly starved. Sometime however we got a sheep’s head and stewed it and the  

 excitement when I shared the tiny tongue amongst the five of us was intense. We got  

 very tired of lentil sausage as a supper dish. I cooked our morning porridge in a hat  

 box to save fuel…” 
                                                           

Winifred Whitehead, Wimbledon 1885 - 1965 

 

 “there was the food shortage, especially before rationing was belatedly introduced,  

 periods when there was no butter or margarine to put on our bread and then, when  

 these reappeared, no bread to spread them on. To fill the gaps, potatoes became of  

 great importance and everybody tried to grow them – half our tennis court was dig up  

 and planted but a very poor crop resulted.”  
 

  

                                                                  Patrick Fawcett, Memories of a Wimbledon childhood 1906 - 1918 

 


