
 

 

 

 

Wimbledon During World War 1: 

Charities and Fundraising 



 

 A Tank Bank pictured outside Wimbledon Town Hall, c.1918. 

 In August 1914 councillors were contacted by many wealthier residents, eager to offer their money,  

 properties and expertise for charitable causes. People from all levels of society were keen to do their bit to   

 support the war effort. Churches, schools and social groups collected goods, money and organised support  

 services. Local newspapers also ran public appeals to encourage donations. 

 This picture shows a tank parked in front of Wimbledon town hall  - it was part of an event to sell War Bonds.   

 The money raised, helped to fund weapons and other goods for the military. At least one of the tanks  

 displayed locally had fought in the Battle of Cambrai in 1917. 



  

 

 

 

 Leaflet promoting the Silver Thimble Fund, 

 World War 1. 

 One of the most successful charities of the First  

 World War, the Silver Thimble Fund was founded  

 by Wimbledon resident, Miss. Hope Clarke in July  

 1915. Temporarily disabled in an accident, she  

 contributed to the war effort by sewing comforts    

 for the troops. Finding one of her silver thimbles 

 worn through, plus another two lying damaged  

 and unwanted,  

 

 it occurred to her that such items could be sold to  

 fund the purchase of a motor ambulance for use  

 at the Front.  



 

 Wounded troops pictured with one of the Silver Thimble ambulances, World War 1. 

 Miss. Hope Clarke initially planned to raise £400 over a 2 - 3 year period. A Press appeal on 8 July 1915  

 resulted in a hand delivered parcel of goods from a former Wimbledon resident living in Surbiton.  

 Many similar parcels arrived and in just one month the sale of unwanted trinkets had generated sufficient  

 money to purchase the first ambulance, which was duly named "The Silver Thimble."  

 During the war the Fund raised enough money to purchase 15 motor ambulances, 5 motorised hospital  

 launches, 2 mobile dental surgeries and disinfectant units for use in conflict zones. £1000 raised at the 

 Town Hall was used to purchase a motor launch named "Wimbledon," for use by disabled soldiers.  

 Funding was also given for hospital wards, supply depots, the Soldiers and Sailors Help Society and  

 St. Dunstan's charity for blind veterans.  



 

 A Red Cross poster and pin badges sold to support war charities. 

 Local people, particularly women across Merton, played an important part in raising funds to support  

 wartime charities. They held jumble sales, concerts, went round the local streets with collection boxes and   

 staged different forms of entertainment to raise money. 

 Charities like the Red Cross provided medical supplies and ambulances needed to help wounded troops. 

 They also funded hospital wards and trained Volunteer Aid Detachment nurses. Flag days were held in all   

 weathers, for many different causes. The Mayoress of Wimbledon was particularly involved in this type of  

 work.  



 

 Children sewing and knitting comforts for the troops, World War I. 

 It was important for everyone to feel that they were doing their bit for the war effort. Across Merton, women  

 and children were busy knitting socks, scarves, gloves and balaclavas - these were sent out to the troops 

 fighting in different parts of the world. Children were also encouraged to sew things, or collect scrap for  

 recycling to raise money for the war effort. 



 

  

 ( Left ) Soldiers’ & Sailors’ Family Association badges. 

 ( Right ) a Wimbledon family during the war. 

 When war broke out in 1914 there was little time to make  

 provision for the dependents of volunteers and reservists  

 called to action. The SSFA stepped into the breach until   

 Government support was organised. SSFA volunteers were  

 recruited in Wimbledon and the Mayor provided an initial  

 emergency fund, plus office space at the Town Hall ( now  

 part of Centre Court shopping centre. )  
 

 Alternative premises were then found at 51 Broadway and  

 chief officer, Mrs. Paston Brown ( a local philanthropist and  

 women’s suffrage campaigner, ) became almoner for the 

 National Relief Fund run by the War Office and Admiralty. 


