
 

 

 

 

Wimbledon During World War 1: 

The 190th Brigade  

 



 

 Members of the 190th Brigade ( Wimbledon’s Own ), on parade at St. Mark’s Place, Wimbledon, 1915. 

 Amongst the recruits were a clerk, a sawmill labourer, a bricklayer, a gardener, a chauffeur, a beer retailer,  

 a warehouseman, a fishmonger, a railway worker and a blacksmith’s mate. 



 

 “Among my memories of the War years in Wimbledon the first significant  
 one is standing near the pavilion on the playing fields behind King’s College  
 School on a bitterly cold Sunday morning in January 1915. I was among  
 the spectators at the farewell parade and inspection of the men of the  
 Wimbledon Battalion of the Surrey National Reserve, who had been  
 recalled to their various units for active service in France…” 
 
                                            Patrick Fawcett, Memories of a Wimbledon Childhood 1906 - 1918 



  

 Major C R Stewart was appointed Commander of the  90th Brigade, supported by a team of  

 officers sent from the  War Office.  It normally took a year to produce a fully qualified  

 artilleryman  however the men of the 190th underwent intensive training.  In a matter of months  

 they covered drill, the care and management of horses, plus the mechanism and working of   

 guns, using Wimbledon Common for practice. 
 

 In late November 1915 the men were transferred to Waterloo  Barracks, Aldershot, for squad,   

 battery, brigade and divisional  training. This included artillery firing practice at Larkhill range,  

 on Salisbury Plain during severe winter conditions.  
 

 In May 1916 the 190th travelled from Southampton to Le Havre  aboard the nitrate boat  

 Anglo-Canadian and headed for the  Western Front. They were moved in five troop trains to an   

 area  west of Bailleul on the Calais-Lille road. Here they stayed in  small village billets, before  

 marching to relieve the 9th Division  in the Ploegsteert sector facing Messines Ridge. 

 Between May and June the men covered the advance of the  Guards Brigade over the Somme,   

 followed by 11 months at  Ypres. The 190th then travelled from France to Italy to fight the  

 advance of Austrian troops. 
 

 By March 1918 the men were back in France to fight the early  stages of a German offensive.   

 Having fought the enemy to a  standstill, the Wimbledon Brigade were moved to Belgium with  

 the 41st Division, where they also fought gallantly. After the Armistice, the 190th marched in  

 triumph to the Rhine.  Their guns were amongst those firing the salute when the Treaty of  

 Versailles was finally signed. 



 

  
 Council Depot, Queen’s Road, Wimbledon, c.1912. 

 During the war this was the headquarters of the 190th Brigade and was used to stable horses, park field  

 guns, ammunition wagons and provide space for the preliminary training of recruits. Further drill and  

 training exercises took place on Wimbledon Common. In recent years the building was converted to flats. 



 

Telegraphist Section, 190th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, c.1915. 

The 190th Brigade, often referred to as “Wimbledon’s Own,” was formed in September 1915. Over 700 

men answered the initial call for recruits and within a month the brigade had reached full strength - much 

to the pride of the local community. It was the last “Pals battalion” formed during the war - such units  

comprised friends, workmates and people from the same town, who enlisted together on condition that 

they would remain together. Sadly this meant that they often died together on the battlefields of Europe. 



 

 “This was the finest piece of artillery work that I have ever seen and it was executed  

 by citizen soldiers who took the trouble to learn their trade thoroughly and  

 conscientiously carried it through with that magnificent courage and perseverance  

 which are beyond praise.” 

 
 General Lushington referring to the courage shown by the 41st Division ( including the 190th Brigade ),  

 on the Ypres Salient during 1917. 


