
 

 

72 YEARS OF THE NHS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WILSON HOSPITAL 



 

 Crowds greet the Princess Royal prior to the official opening of Wilson Hospital, Mitcham, 1928. 

 Opened on a 4.5 acre site, Wilson Cottage Hospital was named after property developer, Sir Isaac Wilson,  
 who funded its construction as a gift to the Mitcham community. His philanthropy also included the  
 creation of Mitcham Garden Village and the Cumberland House hospital during the interwar years. 



 

 Children’s Ward - part of the maternity unit at Wilson Hospital, Mitcham, c.1930 

 This picture was taken during the Christmas period and shows nursing staff caring for children and young  

 infants. 



 

Sir Isaac Wilson ( 4th from right, front row ) joins councillors and local dignitaries at a ball held to 

raise funds for Wilson Hospital, Mitcham Public Baths, 1937 

Before the creation of the NHS, the hospital was funded through private donations, bequests and  

fundraising initiatives including the annual Mitcham Carnival. 



 

 Wilson Hospital, Cranmer Road, Mitcham, c.1930 

 In 1933 the Wilson was extended to 40 beds. It had four wards, two up, two down but lacked a separate  
 nurses home, so the top floor was used for residential quarters. By 1935 the term “Cottage” had been  
 dropped from the hospital title. An out patients department and operating theatre were built in 1935.  
 During World War II, the hospital faced a high demand for treatment and offered a range of triage services,  
 including pioneering bone treatment. In 1944 the hospital was hit by a flying bomb which destroyed a ward.   



 

Award winning nurses, Wilson Hospital, Mitcham, 1961. 

The hospital joined the NHS in 1948 but it was not till the late 1950s that war damage was repaired and, 

for a period, staff had to share facilities at the nearby Cumberland Hospital. The Casualty department was 

finally enlarged in 1956, with new physio and staff facilities added by 1959. By the 1960s the Wilson was a 

66 bed facility and was benefitting from the hard work and commitment of a new generation of staff,  

including many Irish and Caribbean nurses recruited to address post-war labour shortages. 



 

 

( Left ) Treatment in the Casualty department;  

( Right ) a sitting room in nurses’ home, Wilson Hospital, c.1963. 



 

 

Staff and a representative of the local Rotary Club present a giant Easter egg  

to young patients at Wilson Hospital, c.1962 



 

 Bone surgery taking place in a specialist operating theatre, Wilson Hospital, 1975 

 The hospital pioneered complex bone surgery during World War II and developed a reputation for its work,   

 including facial reconstruction. 



 

Wilson Hospital pictured during the 1980s. 

By the late 1980s the hospital was chiefly offering out- patient services and elective orthopaedic surgery 
with some geriatric beds. In 1990 patient services were sent to Sutton Hospital in line with Government 
policy and the district health authority moved into the vacant space. Much of the original building remained 
empty apart from offices used by Merton, Sutton & Wandsworth District Health Authority.  



 

 Walk-in consulting facilities, Wilson Health Centre, 2014 

 By the 1990s the hospital was under threat and services on site were limited to dental care, mental health  

 care and health visitors. A campaign to return the Wilson to Cottage Hospital status met with some  

 success in 2008, when Sutton Merton and Wandsworth Primary Care Trust relaunched the site as 

 the Wilson Health Centre. This closed in 2017 and the site is now being developed as the 

 Wilson Health & Wellbeing Campus to serve the local community. 


