
 

 

 

A Thing of Beauty: 

Images of the River Wandle  

from the Merton Heritage collection. 



Morden Hall Park, looking north - pictured c.1951. 

This wintery view shows a stream created as an artificial lead from the River Wandle. Morden Hall dates 

from c.1791 and was home to the Garth family, lords of the manor of Morden from 1554 to 1870. During the 

late Victorian period the estate was purchased by the Hatfeild family, whose fortune was built on the        

manufacture of snuff. The park was finally bequeathed to the National Trust in 1941. 



Fisheries Cottages, 475-479 London Road, Mitcham, c.1898. 

The cottages date from 1851 and c.1755 respectively and stand on an island, created by diverting water from 

the River Wandle to serve the Grove and Crown mills. Grove Mill ( left ) is named after the Mitcham Grove 

estate, its giant iron waterwheel was one of the last in operation along the river. Morden Mill is shown to the 

right and produced snuff, before its demolition in 1922. The cottages numbered 475 - 477 were occupied by 

mill owners, managers or mill workers, whilst 475 was once home to Henry Bourne, bailiff for the trout fishing 

association. Converted to private housing in the 1980s, the buildings were renamed “Fisheries Cottages” by 

an estate agent during the 1990s. Listed Grade II, they are all now owner-occupied. 



Mitcham Bridge, c.1913. 

There has been a bridge over this part of the Wandle for at least 300 years. The original river crossing is 

marked here by the adjacent ford. Horsedrawn carts continued to drive through the river at this point as the 

water prevented their wheels from drying out and splitting. The brick bridge shown here was built c.1882.     

It was widened over the former ford area during the late 1940s to accommodate the growing amount of road 

traffic and allow for a public footpath. 



Flour Mill ( now Fisheries ) Cottages, Mitcham, c.1900. 

This picture is thought to show the cottages near the Crown and Grove Mills ( see adjacent picture ) viewed 

from a site to the rear of Glover’s snuff mill. The white weatherboarded “Fisheries cottages” are just visible 

behind the gables of the building, picture centre. 



 

Deed’s Mill, Mitcham, c.1961. 

At various points in its history this building was 

known as Mitcham Mill, Searle’s Mill and the        

Eagle Leather Works. 

 

A mill was first recorded on this site in 1685.  

Access was via a ford at the end of Willow Lane 

and the mill stood on an island created by a  

diversion of the River Wandle. The Mitcham parish 

boundary was determined by the river and the      

island itself was technically in Carshalton. 

 

In 1884 the mill was taken over J.S. Deed and Sons 

and converted to leather production. The firm      

specialised in fine white buckskins, soft leathers 

and sheepskins. Although the mill was demolished 

in 1965, J S Deed & Sons remained in the          

Willow Lane area until 1997.   



Glover’s snuff mill. Mitcham c.1869. 

Richard Glover acquired the mill from Lionel Gregory in 1774, initially milling flour before switching to snuff 

grinding. During the 18th and 19th centuries, the manufacture of snuff was a major industry along the  

Wandle. The power of the river was used to turn giant millstones, grinding tobacco leaves into a fine     

powder. Snuff takers would inhale a small pinch of this through the nose – this caused sneezing which was 

thought to clear the head and stimulate the senses. 



The Weir at Morden Hall Park, c.1990. 

Set within the floodplain of the River Wandle, the park combines meadows, marshes and woodland habitat, 

supporting a wide range of plants and wildlife. The marshy area to the north was once subject to periodic 

flooding, however the water level is now controlled electronically by the Environment Agency  



A summer view of Ravensbury Park. 

Originally part of the Medieval Ravensbury Manor, this area was later part of an important industrial area. 

Ravensbury Mill and a calico printing works were located nearby during the 17th and 18th centuries. 

The public park was opened by George Lansbury M.P., Commissioner of Works in 1930. ( In addition to  

being a successful M.P, George was the grandfather of actress, Angela Lansbury.) The Wandle runs 

through the park and for many years visitors could hire rowing and later pedal boats to go out on the water. 



 

Waterwheels between the snuff mills at 

Morden Hall Park c.1967. 

There were snuff mills on both sides of the  

river at this point. From 1760 the mill to the left 

was leased by the Polhill family. The mill to the 

right dates from c.1830. By 1845 both were 

leased by the Hatfeild family, who made their 

fortune from the manufacture of snuff. 

They purchased the manor of Morden from 

the Garth family c.1870, including the Morden 

Hall estate. 

 

Each of the Morden Hall snuff mills had its 

own undershot waterwheel. These were    

driven by water from the River Wandle,     

powering machinery which ground tobacco 

leaves into snuff. Production at this site halted 

in 1922, following an industrial dispute. 

 

One wheel has now been removed. The other 

has been partly refurbished by the National 

Trust, however it is no longer working due to a 

drop in the river level.  



Youngsters relaxing on the bank of the River Wandle near Phipps Bridge, Mitcham, c.1904. 

The riverside was popular with residents from new developments built following the sale of the Ravensbury 

Manor estate. Comprising some 167 acres, this property was divided up during the early 1900s. During the 

1930s the area between Mitcham Bridge and Ravensbury Mill was selected for Ravensbury Park. 



An idyllic view of the River Wandle in the Phipps Bridge area, c.1948. 

This photo seems to have been taken at the height of summer and shows the stretch of river below     

Phipps Bridge, looking upstream. The picturesque scenery belies the heavy industrialisation farther down 

the waterway, where pollution had turned the Wandle into an “open sewer” by the 1970s. 



Bishopsford Road bridge, Mitcham, c.1900. 

Also known as Mitcham Bridge, this brick structure crosses the River Wandle at Bishopsford Road.  

This image captures two horse-drawn delivery vehicles entering "The Splash," a ford by the side of the 

bridge. It marked the original crossing point and remained in use until the late 1940s. 



Brook Path and the River Wandle, Colliers Wood. 

This picture from c.1910 shows surviving sections of the Merton Priory precinct walls in the distance.     

During the 18th century, some of the adjoining land was bleaching fields. Here calico fabric was treated 

with an alkaline solution, then rinsed in ditches filled with river water, before being dried in the sun to whiten 

it, prior to printing. By the early 1900s the old rinsing ditches were being used to grow watercress, a        

popular snack sold through the London markets. 



The River Wandle, with Merton High Street, far right, c.1897. 

Mill buildings are just visible to the left of the road. During Medieval times, this was the site of the Amery 

( flour ) mills belonging to Merton Priory. During the 18th century these premises were converted to copper 

production, before the transfer to Reed’s paper mill in the Victoria era. 

The tree-lined area, far left, is now the site of the Sainsbury’s / M & S retail complex. 



A view of the River Wandle downstream from Merton Abbey Mills, Colliers Wood, c.2002. 

Over the past 20 years major improvements have been made to improve the water quality of the Wandle.   

Organisations such as the Wandle Trust have staged regular river clean-ups to remove rubbish from the    

waterway. The National Rivers Authority and now the Environment Agency have also imposed major fines on 

firms guilty of polluting the river and a number of environmental projects have re-introduced trout and water 

voles to the river. The Wandle is now a haven for wildlife and organisations such as the Living Wandle     

Partnership continue to raise awareness of the river’s ecological and historical importance. 



The River Wandle at Morden Hall Park, c.2002. 

The last squire of Morden, Gilliat Edward Hatfeild bequeathed this parkland to the National Trust. Since his 

death in 1941 the Trust has worked hard to maintain the river and the surrounding land, staging regular 

clean-ups, maintaining meadowland, creating reedbeds and a nature reserve in the Wandle Watermeads.  

In recent years a special boardwalk and viewing platform has also been installed to enable visitors and 

school groups to get a closer look at the plants and wildlife which colonise the river and its banks. 


