
  

 

 

 

When the women of England are enfranchised I shall pay my  

taxes willingly. If I am not a person for the purpose of  

representation, why should I be a fit person for taxation? 

 
                                                                                    Princess Sophia Duleep Singh 
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Sophia Duleep Singh ( 1876 - 1948 ) 

This Indian princess was a nineteenth century “It” girl, 

a treasured goddaughter of Queen Victoria, a radical  

royal, a militant suffragette and a pivotal figure in the 

women’s suffrage movement. 
 

Sophia was the daughter of the exiled political activist, 

Maharajah Duleep Singh, the last prince of the Punjab. 

Charming and handsome, the young maharajah was 

taken in by the British aristocracy and lived at  

Cannizaro House, Wimbledon during the 1860s.  
 

When Sophia was ten, her mother died of typhoid.  

Her father then scandalised Society by marrying his 

chambermaid and having a further three children. 
 

When Maharajah Singh died in 1895, Sophia was  

given a grace and favour apartment at Hampton Court 

by Queen Victoria. Having initially been described as a  

“party girl,” the young princess later studied medicine 

at the North Eastern Medical College, Chicago.  

However when U.S. law changed, she was unable to  

become a doctor, due to her gender. 

  

 



 

 

 

Sophia selling the “Suffragette” newspaper near 

Hampton Court Palace, 1913. 

Having defied Government warnings, Sophia made a 

secret trip to India in 1909. Here she witnessed  

poverty, racism and inequality for the first time and  

determined to do something practical.  
 

Back in Britain she joined the WSPU, helping to  

fund women’s suffrage groups and promoting the  

cause in other parts of the British Empire. 
 

Sophia campaigned enthusiastically for Votes for 

Women and was a great friend of Wimbledon  

Suffragette, Rose Lamartine Yates. Initially quiet and 

unwilling to speak or take the lead in demonstrations, 

her attitude changed after a suffragette deputation was 

violently assaulted in November 1910 ( Black Friday. ) 
 

By 1911 she was giving speeches, selling suffragette 

newspapers and protesting through tax evasion, even 

though her “landlord,” King George V threatened her 

with eviction from her Hampton Court apartment. 



 

Sophia Duleep Singh, pictured ( centre ) during a women’s fundraising day, 1916. 

“No taxation without representation” was a popular suffragette slogan and Sophia even auctioned her  

belongings to support the Women’s Tax Resistance League. Increasingly militant, she braved several 

fines and warnings for flouting the authorities. In 1913 she even attempted to throw herself in front of 

Prime Minister Asquith’s car whilst holding a suffrage poster. She also encouraged anarchy and even 

bomb-making to protest against Parliament’s unwillingness to grant women’s suffrage. Her fame and  

social status prevented her arrest, as the Government feared she would acquire “martyr” status. 


