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ST. HELIER HOSPITAL 



 

 Aerial view of St Helier Hospital, c.1950 

 In 1934 Surrey County Council acquired a 999 year lease on a ten acre site for construction of a new  
 hospital near St. Helier estate. The foundation stone was laid by Queen Mary in 1938 and earth excavated  
 to create the hospital base was used to make a children’s playground near Wrythe Lane. 
 The hospital was designed by architects Saxon Snell & Phillips – its modern structure featured lots of  
 curved lines to prevent  the build up of dust and dirt. 



 

Women’s ward, St.Helier Hospital, 1940s 

Nursing staff checking on patients in one of the newly constructed wards. 



 

 Bomb damage to blocks C and D, St.Helier Hospital, March 1941. 

 The first patients were admitted in February but a month later a parachute mine caused extensive damage  

 to the maternity and children's wings. Patients were evacuated and the hospital remained closed until May. 

 The hospital suffered further damage in 1944, when the Medical Superintendant’s house was destroyed by  

 a flying bomb. War repairs were finally completed in the 1950s and during the following decade the hospital  

 was developed to cater for the residents of the newly formed boroughs of Merton and Sutton. 



 

( Left ) surgery in progress; ( right ) a nurse syringing a young boy’s ear 

St. Helier hospital, c.1943 



 

 ( Left ) prize giving for student nurses, 1964; ( right ) Ferguson House nurses accommodation, built  

 during the 1970s. 

 In 1974 St.Helier hospital staged one of the first kidney transplants in the UK, successfully operating on a  
 24 year old Iraqi man. During the same decade work was done to improve hospital catering.  
 Ferguson House, a five storey nurses home named after the Medical Officer for health, was also  
 constructed. A pre-fabricated school of nursing was built nearby, together with a four storey building  
 housing new children's wards and an operating suite. In the main hospital, long wards were interspersed  
 with side wards and a solarium. By 1977 a £200,000 development created a state of the art  Accident and   
 Emergency department. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diana, Princess of Wales speaks to  

local residents during a visit to  

St. Helier hospital in 1987. 

The Princess made an official visit to open a 

new maternity wing, built at a cost  

of £20 million 



 

( Left ) Patients, staff and politicians protest against proposals to close the St. Helier Accident and  

 Emergency Unit, February 2013; ( Right ) Proposals for a £219 million redevelopment which would   

 see up to a third of the original structure demolished. 

 Over the past decade senior management at St Helier hospital have put forward development proposals   

 which have prompted widespread protests. Local residents argue that plans to strip the hospital of its  

 Accident & Emergency and Maternity units, whilst building a general hospital on the Sutton site, would  

 prevent St. Helier from functioning as a General hospital - reducing it to a site for out-patients and urgent   

 care only. The situation is ongoing and many people fear the loss of a local service that would require them  

 to travel to other parts of London for medical treatment. 


