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 Cottages on Merton Rush, c.1900. 
 The Rush was a small area just off Kingston Road, near Manor Road. It comprised small weather-boarded  
 cottages, some of which were converted into beer houses, grocery stores and haulage outlets. This area   
 changed considerably following the construction of Nelson Hospital in 1912. 



 

 A seasonal view of Dorset Road, Merton Park, c.1900. 
 Many of the houses in this road were designed by architect, Henry Quartermaine, during the 1870s,  
 including a number of semi-detached villas. In 1902, the construction of “Abingdon” was completed –  
 this was a fine Arts & Crafts property, which Quartermaine designed as his family home.  
 At the north end of the road stands Dorset Hall, a grand 18th century property. Between 1906 and 1935,  
 this was home to Rose Lamartine Yates, a leading suffragette and campaigner for women’s rights.  



 

 Women’s ward, Nelson Hospital, Kingston Road, c.1914. 
 In addition to general medical care, the hospital also developed a reputation for its maternity wing, opened  
 during the early 1930s. This was the initiative of George Blacker, Professor of Obstetrics &  
 Gynaecology at the University of London. He stressed the need for Maternity Homes and Hospitals where  
 “women could be watched and if necessary treated before, during and after childbirth.”  Fundraising by  
 organisations such as the Nelson Ladies Association led to the construction of a 21 bed maternity wing,  
 opened by the wife of Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin, in 1931. The extension also included a nursery,  
 isolation ward, two labour wards and an ante-natal clinic. Today the façade of the building survives as part  
 of the Nelson Health Centre opened in  2015. 



 

 The White Hart, ( picture left, ) Kingston Road, Merton Park, c.1910. 
 One of the oldest pubs in Merton, the White Hart dates from The 17th / 18th century. It was built on land  
 formerly owned by William Rutlish, court embroiderer to Charles II. Documents from 1805 refer to the inn  
 having cellars, stables, a coach house, yard and gardens. By the 1820s, there was also an adjoining  
 cottage and wash house for pub staff. The inn was a focal point for the community, hosting meetings, land  
 sales and early court hearings. During the Second World War, the White Hart was badly damaged by  
 enemy bombs. The upper floor was destroyed and the building was finally reconstructed in 1958.  
 Sadly the building is no longer open to the public. 



 

 The Masonic Hall, Kingston Road, Merton Park. 
 Designed by Henry Quartermaine, the hall was funded by local landowner and philanthropist, John Innes.  
 It opened in 1900 and hosted a variety of cultural events, including concerts by the Merton boy’s club.  
 Between 1933 and 1943, the building housed Merton and Morden Central Library, before reverting to its  
 original use. The adjacent Manor Club, founded by Innes in 1890, also offered a varied programme of  
 “lectures, whist, billiards, bowls,” allotment and cycle club meetings, in addition to a bar serving beer and  
 cider. 



 

Abingdon, Dorset Road, Merton Park c. 1902  

This was the home of Henry Goodall Quartermaine, the architect employed by property developer,  

John Innes, to design much of the Merton Park estate. Quartermaine was largely responsible for the  

houses designed between 1873 and 1903. Much of his work was in the "Queen Anne" and "Domestic  

Revival" style. Typical features are tile hanging, half timbering, canted and multi-storey bays, gables and 

bargeboards.  In addition to housing, Quartermaine also designed the Masonic Hall on Kingston Road. 



 

A picturesque scene showing a family group at John Innes Park, c.1920 

John Innes was the key influence behind the layout and development of Merton Park. 

He created a number of employment initiatives for local people, in addition to housing schemes and      

support for widows and orphans. He was also the driving force behind the foundation of Rutlish School. 

This family group is pictured near the pond at the John Innes Recreation Ground, which opened in 1909 on 

an area of land bequeathed by Innes. The much-loved bandstand is just visible in the background. 

This is still one of Merton’s flagship parks and has won many Green flag awards.  



  

 

 

The Leather Bottle, Kingston Road, c.1897 

One of the oldest pubs in Merton, the Leather 

Bottle dates back to c.1700. This original building 

stood roughly on the site of the current pub car 

park.   

One of the first landlords was Edward Hubbart, 

who in 1725 was running what was described as 

“a tavern.” 

From 1890 the pub was owned by the Walker 

family and had a full liquor licence.  

Despite objections from the Church of England 

Temperance Society, an application was made to 

build the current pub, at the junction of  

Kingston Road and Merton Hall Road. This was 

accepted in 1897 and the original pub building 

became a greengrocers.  



 

 Merton Park Station, c.1965   

 Part of the newly constructed Tooting, Merton and Wimbledon Railway, this station opened on 1 October   

 1868 at the junction with the pre-existing West Croydon to Wimbledon Line. It was originally known as  

 Lower Merton station but was renamed in September 1887, largely at the request of local property  

 developer, John Innes, who felt that the name “Lower Merton”  implied an “inferior environment.” 

 Access to the station buildings was via the single entrance on Rutlish Road. A public footpath also ran  

 alongside the line from a signal box at the Kingston Road level crossing, providing an alternative route for   

 pedestrians. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tooting,_Merton_and_Wimbledon_Railway&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Croydon_to_Wimbledon_Line


 

Nelson Hospital Kingston Road, Merton Park c.1920 

Opened in July 1912 by Princess Louise, Duchess of Argyll, Nelson Hospital was built largely thanks to the 

hard work and determination of local surgeon, Dr. Frank Deas. He spent years lobbying and fundraising to 

ensure its construction. At the start of the First World War, the hospital consisted of a central one storey 

building, flanked by two storey buildings on each side. It served as an auxiliary service to the Royal Herbert 

Hospital, providing 15 beds for the treatment of sick and injured servicemen. After the war ended, a new 

wing was added to the east side of the hospital at the behest of Merton and Morden Urban District Council. 

This became a focal point for the commemoration of local war dead  



 

The Copus family home and grocery store, Merton Rush. 

The Rush was a small area just off Kingston Road, near Manor Road. It comprised a number of small 

weatherboarded cottages, some of which were converted into beer houses, grocery stores and haulage 

outlets. The name, Merton Rush is believed to derive form the existence of a stream or pond in the area. 

The last old cottages at the Rush survived until 1940.  



 

Berry’s Garage, Kingston Road, Merton Park, c.1956 

This garage was originally founded to pull broken down vehicles off the new Kingston bypass during the 

1920s and '30s. By the 1950s it was known as Berry & Co. and did a fine trade in the new, sleeker models 

of cars.  



 

Long Lodge, Kingston Road, Merton Park, picture during a snow storm c.1985 

Built circa 1725, this was the home and studio of the pre-Raphaelite artist Fredrick Shields from 1896 until 

his death in 1911. The building was later occupied by Merton Park Studios which produced training and 

propaganda films during the Second World War. After the war it concentrated on training, education and  

advertising films. Feature films were also produced here, from 1950s B movies, to Carry On Films, the  

Edgar Wallace Mysteries and features directed by David Lean and Joan Littlewood. 



 

The White Hart pub, Kingston Road, Merton Park, c.1825. 

In addition to its role as a hostelry, this timbered building also hosted meetings of the local Justices of the 

Peace. It was also used for property auctions, including the sale of Merton Place, the former home of  

Admiral Lord Nelson. 

The inn was badly damaged by bombing during the Second World War and much of the upper floor was 

destroyed. The current pub was created as part of post-war reconstruction work and remained in use until 

October 2019.  



 

St. Mary the Virgin, Merton Park. 

This Grade II listed building stands on the site of a twelfth century church linked to the original Merton  

Priory. It retains many period features from stonework to Medieval stained glass and has a fine oak  

hammerbeam roof dating from c.1400. Much of the interior was remodelled by the architect  

Henry Quartermaine during the 1890s. It holds several notable memorials from Lord Nelson’s funerary 

hatchment, to the 3D pictorial memorial of Tudor courtier, Sir Gregory Lovell. There is also some beautiful 

stained glass designed at Morris & Co. Merton by the pre-Raphaelite artist, Edward Burne-Jones. 



 

A Suffragette “At Home” organised by Rose Lamartine Yates, the leader of the Wimbledon WSPU. 

Rose is pictured talking to a man in a top hat. She and her husband, Tom, lived at Dorset Hall from 1906. 

The 18th century property became a hub for the local women's suffrage movement, hosting meetings,  

publicity and fundraising events, as well as providing shelter for recuperating suffragette hunger strikers. 

Rose herself ensured a month long stint in Holloway Jail for the suffrage cause and was a dedicated  

campaigner. In later life, she served as Lambeth councillor and worked for the League of Nations. 



 

The original Rutlish (Science) School, Station Road, Merton Park - opened in 1895. 

Rutlish School was created at the instigation of John Innes and funded by the accumulated charity funds 

bequeathed by William Rutlish, Court Embroider to Charles II. The original school was built in Kingston 

Road, close to the White Hart pub, in 1895 at a cost of £6,500. The school moved to grounds formerly  

occupied by the John Innes Institution in 1953. The original school building, shown here, was demolished  

in the 1970s  



 

Merton Park Garage, Kingston Road, c.1934. 

The garage was originally founded to pull broken down vehicles off the new Kingston bypass during the 

1920s and '30s. Later known as the Berry & Co Garage, during the 1950s it became a car showroom, in 

addition to offering repairs. This photo shows the original machine shop. 



 

Sergeant Smith checks the cycling skills of local youngsters at Modern Schools Safe Cycling  

competition, Poplar Road South, in 1954. 

During the 1950s and 60s there were a number of initiatives to assess the safety and competence of young 

cyclists. Many schools staged cycling proficiency tests with the assistance of the local police. Many local 

youngsters received their road safety certificates at a special ceremony at the Odeon cinema on the corner 

of Aberconway Road, Morden ( now an Iceland store. )  


