
From Green to Green: 
Sites of interest in and around  

Cricket Green and Fair Green, Mitcham. 

———————— 
This display was produced by Merton Heritage Service. 

 

We offer a range of material on Mitcham history at  

Merton Heritage Centre,  

Morden Library, London Rd. Morden. 
 

However during the current coronavirus restrictions, you can access 

historic images and resources via the Merton Memories website: 

www.merton.gov.uk/memories 
 

( Please note: the content of this display is the copyright of London Borough of Merton. ) 



 

Vine Cottage, Church Road, Mitcham. 

Once described as the oldest house in the parish, this building was said to be of Tudor origin. Its quaint 
appearance made it a popular subject with local artists. During the Victorian era it was used as a private 
school, then divided into two cottages, one of which was occupied by William Hills, the last beadle ( parish 
officer.) By the 1890s, the property was home to Mr.Haydon, a local builder. Work on the garden is said to 
have revealed the remains of a Cromwellian soldier but how he came to be buried there remains a mystery.  
The building was demolished in 1932 and the site is now occupied by police flats known as Beadle and 
Vine Court.                                                                                                 



 

 

 

 

Vestry Hall, London Road, Mitcham. 

Vestry Hall was built in 1887 to mark the 
Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria. 
The building was designed by local  
architect, Robert Masters Chart and  
initially held the offices of the parish vestry 
( the forerunner of the local authority. )  
It also housed the Mitcham Voluntary Fire 
Brigade. ( The current entrance marks the 
site of the former engine house.) 
 
The clocktower is over 24 metres high, 
housing a giant clock purchased through 
public subscription. The four metre-wide 
dials were originally backlit. 
 
Between 1934 and 1965, Vestry Hall  
functioned as the town hall for the Borough 
of Mitcham. Appropriately enough, 
Robert Masters Chart was the first elected 
Mayor. 
 
Since 1988, the building has housed the 
offices of numerous local voluntary  
organisations. 
 
 



 

Elm Lodge, Junction of Cricket Green and London Road, Mitcham, pictured c.1962. 

Built c.1807 by Edward Tanner Worsfold, a local maltster, Elm Lodge is a Regency villa with Grade II listed 

status. Former occupants of the house include ( 1811 ) James Simon,  proprietor of the  Angel brewhouse 

( where Tanner was employed ) and ( 1812 ) William Mansell,  licensee of Buck’s Head ( now the White  

Lion of Mortimer ) on Fair Green. For the majority of its existence the lodge has been occupied by local  

doctors, including surgeon James Parrott (1817/18) and Dr. Ivor and Ulned Evans (1929 ) members of the  

original staff of Wilson Hospital. The building has been privately owned since 1998. 
 



 

The King’s Head, near the junction of Cricket Green and London Road, Mitcham. 

Now more familiar as the “Burn Bullock,” this building dates from the Tudor period and still retains many of 

its historic features including an Oriel window, wide chimneys and a panelled room. By the 18th century, it 

had been refurbished as a popular coaching inn, serving the growing number of travellers journeying  

between London and Surrey. A five bay front and grand Tuscan porch were added c.1780 and several 

“false” windows were painted on the upper storey for symmetry and to lessen the window tax. 

During the 18th century the pub was used for meetings of the local Justices and later the parish vestry. 

In the 1930s the licensee was Burnett Bullock, a successful county cricketer, who helped to run Mitcham 

Cricket Club for a number of years, staging numerous charity matches. Following Burnett’s death in 1954, 

his widow ran the pub. When she retired in 1975, it was renamed to honour both her and her late husband. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The White Hart, London Road, Mitcham. 

A coaching inn is known to have stood on this 

site since c.1609, in competition with the  

nearby King’s Head [ Burn Bullock ] pub.   

The building was purchased by  

Robert Cranmer, lord of the manor during the 

1660s. It was rebuilt in 1750 to capitalise on 

the traffic between Epsom and the Capital. 

During the 19th century Samuel Holden’s post 

chaises could be hired from a yard next door, 

however this form of transport declined  

following the growth on rail transport. 
 

During the 18th and 19th centuries the  

White Hart was used for meetings of the parish 

vestry and political gatherings. A public hall 

was built at its rear during the interwar years 

but fell into disuse by the 1960s. 
 

The pub has had multiple licensees during its 

history. In 2000 it was refurbished and  

renamed the “Hooden on Green,” much to the 

dismay of local residents. Their protests led to 

the return of the pub’s original name in 2010. 



 

The Tate almshouses, Cricket Green, c.1830 

These were built in 1828/9 with funding from Miss Mary Tate, whose family home had previously occupied 

the site. Her family was distantly related to the famous Tate & Lyle sugar dynasty. John Buckler designed 

the buildings to accommodate twelve elderly women, mainly servants, tradeswomen or widows.  

A matron cared for the inmates and monitored their behaviour.  

Tenants were expected to behave "civilly and live orderly and religious lives". This included attendance at 

church. The almshouse gates were locked at 11pm. A weekly allowance and coal was provided but tenants 

lost their home if away for 24 hours without leave. Today the remodelled almshouses are managed by the 

Croydon Almshouses & Relief in Need charity. 



 

The Causeway, Lower Mitcham, showing the Britannia Pub c.1910 ( far right - now 40 Cricket Green. ) 

The Causeway was the name given to a raised section of land skirting the lower green. Built in 1785, No. 40 
was originally occupied by Samuel Fry, who owned three watermills upstream from Mitcham Bridge.  
The building became a pub in 1832. Beer was reputedly brewed on site encouraged by the Beerhouse Act of 

1830, which was designed to wean labourers off gin. The pub emblem is still visible over the door.  
During the 19th century the property was the headquarters of the Old Buffers Cricket Club, which played on 
the opposite section of green. “Old Buffers” was the Nom de Plume of Fred Gale, Cricket writer for Bailey’s 
magazine. Today the former pub is a private home. 

 
 

 



 

The Canons obelisk, pictured c.1823. 

The early 1820's were marked by exceptionally low rainfall in Mitcham. Many suffered hardship, and some 

resorted to using water from the River Wandle which had an unpleasant taste and was often polluted.  

The appearance of a natural artesian spring in the grounds of the Canons was therefore seen as a miracle 

and the occurrence was duly marked by the Reverend Richard Cranmer, son of the lord of the manor. 

The obelisk was built at his instruction in September 1822 and inscribed with water themed extracts from 

the psalms. Shortly after the Obelisk was completed, the artesian well dried up. The structure originally 

stood inside the Canons estate but the boundary wall was altered during the 1950s.  

 



 

Members of Mitcham Cricket Club pictured outside the local pavilion, c.1910. 

Mitcham boasts one of the oldest cricket grounds in the world. The game has been played here since the 

1690s and the local club has nurtured generations of players. Initially the scorer was based on the balcony 

of the original Cricketer’s Inn.  A purpose built cricket pavilion was finally opened in 1904.  
 

Mitcham Cricket Club has welcomed visiting Australian teams since the 1880s, hosted cricketing greats 

such as Jack Hobbs. It has also supported the women’s game since the interwar years. In its heyday the 

club drew match crowds of 3000. From 1956/7 onwards, the Mitcham XI has also boasted some top notch 

Caribbean players including Jamaicans Eaton Swaby and Dennis Marriott ( Surrey / Middlesex. )  

 



 

The Old Schoolhouse, Lower Green West, c.1820. 

Now listed Grade II, this building was erected in 1788 as a Sunday School. The original  wooden structure 

was replaced and  enlarged in 1812 as a National ( day ) School. Here for a few pence per week, children 

received a basic schooling. During the Victorian era schoolmaster Thomas Compton  taught a class of 

mixed ages, assisted by school prefects ( older students. ) By the late 19th century the school was 

criticised for being cramped, damp and dark. It closed in 1898 and was replaced by Lower Mitcham Board 

School ( now Benedict Primary.) 

Used for the distribution of ration books and I D cards in World War II, the property now houses flats. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The White House, Cricket Green, Mitcham. 

This fine Grade II listed building dates from 

c.1826 and is typical of its period, with a  

stuccoed exterior, central bow and columned 

porch. It was the residence of Dr Alfred Collett 

Bartley, who is said to have served with the 

Duke of Wellington in the Peninsular Wars. 

He lived at the property with his Spanish wife 

and daughters Charlotte and Emma. 

 

Sometimes known as “Ramornie,” the house 

was decorated by Crace & Sons, whose work 

included the Brighton Pavilion. The house 

once boasted a fine garden room with Chinese 

silk blinds. 

 

Emma Jane Bartley lived at the house until 

1919. During the 1930s it was home to  

Lady Worsfold, wife of MP, Sir Cato Worsfold. 

She was particularly active in supporting the 

Women’s Voluntary Service and the Girl Guide 

movement during World War II. 



 

Mitcham Court, Cricket Green, Mitcham. 

This fine house was built c.1824 for local doctor, Robert Cochran. He also owned land and mills in Mitcham 

and Morden but was beset by family tragedy - ten of his children died in infancy. The last of his offspring 

lived to the age of 15 and is buried in the parish churchyard. 

In the 1820s the house boasted a brewhouse, toolhouse, chaisehouse [ for carriages ] and fine gardens.  

By the 1880s the property was home to Russian sugar, cocoa and coffee magnate Caesar Czarnikow.  

He famously funded a steam fire engine for the local brigade. The last private resident ( 1910 ) was Tory 

MP for Harrow, Sir Henry Mallaby-Deeley, who also had large estates in Covent Garden and Piccadilly.  

He sold Mitcham Court to the local council in 1936 and it was a Civil Defence HQ in World War II. In the 

postwar era the building was used by the local Housing and Public Health departments, before being sold 

to McAlpine Ltd in 1985. Today the building houses an independent school.  



 

The Canons, Madeira Road, Mitcham, c.1996. 

During the Medieval period this was grange farmland run by a community of Augustinian canons from  

St. Mary Overie Priory in Southwark. c.1660 the now civilian estate was bought c.1660 by Robert Cranmer, 

a founder member of the East India Company. His descendants and their marital relatives, the Simpsons, 

owned the estate for over 250 years.  

The house itself was built c.1680 and leased it to a succession of wealthy businessmen. The house was 

sold to Mitcham council in 1939 and became a Civil Defence outpost in World War II. In recent decades the 

Canons has housed heritage and educational services. It is now being refurbished for commercial and  

community use. 

Copyright: Merton Heritage Service 



 

 

 

The dovecot at The Canons, Mitcham. 

Built circa 1511, this is the oldest building in 

Mitcham. It dates from the period when this site 

was part of grange farmland run by Augustinian 

canons. 

 

The structure has thick walls made from knapped 

flint, Reigate stone and dressed chalk, plus thin 

Tudor bricks. Set into the chalk blocks of the  

interior were roosting spaces for up to 600 birds,  

arranged in 15 rows from ground level and 

reached by a revolving ladder. 

 

The keeping of birds was a special privilege  

during the Medieval period. Both the eggs and the 

pigeons themselves were an important source of 

food for the religious community, especially during 

winter. The bird droppings were also used as  

agricultural fertiliser.  

 

 



 

Eagle House, London Road, Mitcham c.1890. 

Built c.1705 for Moses Mendez, physician to the wife of Charles II, this is one of the finest Queen Anne 

properties in London and stands on land formerly owned by Sir Walter Raleigh. During the 18th century it 

was home to James Dolliffe, a founder member of the South Seas trading company and the wrought iron 

gates bear his initials. Eagle House has been used for educational purposes for much of the period from 

1821 onwards - firstly as a private academy for young gentlemen and later as an orphan school run by the 

Southwark and ultimately the Holborn Poor Law Union. Sympathetically refurbished, it now houses a school 

for children with special needs. 



 

The official unveiling of Mitcham clocktower, Upper Green, 1897. 

Funded through public subscription, the clocktower was championed by local shopkeeper Samuel Love, as 

a means of celebrating Queen Victoria’s diamond jubilee. Here it is shown in its original location on the  

former site of the parish pump. Sadly the rising moisture affected its mechanism and the four clock faces  

often showed different times. Originally lit by gas lamps, the clocktower was altered during the last century 

and has been moved twice to allow for the redevelopment of Fair Green. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Buck’s Head, Upper Green, Mitcham. 

Now more familiar as the “White Lion of Mortimer,”  

a pub is known to have stood on this site since the 

17th century. It occupied land owned by the Smythe 

family, whose crest featured a buck’s head - hence the 

original pub name. 

 

The Buck’s Head is mentioned in parish records of 

1776 and it was used for local meetings during the  

Napoleonic war. 

 

The current building, with its distinctive striped  

Structure, dates from the early 20th century and was 

renamed in 1991 by its former owners,  

J D Weatherspoons. Recently threatened with closure, 

it was saved through public campaigning, including a 

petition launched by the local M P. The pub is now  

under new management.  

 



 

London Road Boys’ School, Mitcham c.1938. 

This vast building off London Road, Mitcham is the last surviving portion of the Holborn Union Industrial 
School. This provided food, shelter and accommodation for hundreds of pauper children during the 19th and 
early 20th centuries. The Union also ran the Holborn workhouse off Merton Lane, which cared for over 1,000 
poor inmates.  
The Industrial school held 400 boys, girls and mixed infants. The children were a familiar sight for many  
local residents, who witnessed them taking regular walks or marching en route to the parish church.  
The girls wore cloaks, while the boys wore a uniform consisting of corduroys and peaked caps. During the 
Great War, the complex became a military hospital and in 1917, it accommodated refugees from the  
Russian Revolution. The main school buildings were demolished during the 1930s but this portion was  
converted to form a boys’ school in 1922. In more recent years it has been used by Merton’s educational  
department and now houses an Islamic centre. 



 

Prospect House, 9 Commonside East, Mitcham, c.1974. 

Built during the late 18th century, this was mentioned in records c.1814 as one of a series of houses owned 

by James Dalgety and Edward Kimber. By the 1830s the house was leased to a Mr. Holden, possibly the 

son of George Holden who ran a stagecoach service from the White Hart, Lower Green. During the  

Victorian era, Prospect House was the home of various religious enthusiasts including the Calvinist,  

Thomas Pratt ( 1840s ) and the Methodist preacher, Edward Cresswell ( 1860s ). The building was  

renovated in 1877 and was used until recently as a private school. 



 

 

Newton House, 1 Commonside West, c.1900. 

This property is thought to have been built during the late 18th century for Charles Foster, a millwright with 

family links to a large flour mill near Willow Lane. The house was the Foster family home for 70 years,  

however by the 1830s it had been purchased by John Oxtoby and was leased to a variety of tenants. 

In 1838 it was bought by stockbroker James Barber and was later occupied by naval officer, John Coles.  

After World War II the house was occupied and maintained by local builder, T Baker, once Secretary of 

Tooting & Mitcham F C. It was renovated in the 1980s and now houses the Probation Service offices.  
 



 

The original Three Kings pub, with the pond visible far left, c.1869. 

This 18th century building was demolished in 1928 and replaced with the current mock-Tudor building, 

which now houses a Chinese restaurant. The nearby pond took its name from the pub but is the oldest 

pond on Mitcham Common. During the Victorian period a section at the edge provided water for horses 

drawing heavy wagons - the vehicles were also driven through to cool their wheels and prevent them from 

cracking. 

Many historians have debated the origin of the name “Three Kings.” It is not clear if it refers to the three 

wise men of Biblical fame, or the Hanoverian monarchs, George I, II and III.   



 

Clarendon House, Commonside East. 

This weatherboarded structure is typical of Surrey properties constructed during the 18th and 19th centuries. 

It is thought to date from the Regency period and was the home of John Chart, who rebuilt Mitcham parish 

church between 1818 and 1822. His timber yard and workshops were at the rear of the building. Both John 

and his father, architect Edwin Chart, served as parish clerk, local building agents and undertakers. 
 

John’s son, John R Chart ran a seed merchants and undertakers from the nearby 55 Upper Green East. 

He and his wife acted as godparents for generations of Mitcham youngsters. During the 1890s they raised 

money to take local children to Brighton on specially chartered trains, for traditional seaside treats. 



 

The King’s Arms pub, Upper or Fair Green, Mitcham, c.1880. 

First licensed in 1837, the pub was then weather-boarded. The original Buck’s Head can also be seen, far 

right. At this stage the adjoining high street held a number of businesses including a draper’s store, a  

grocer’s, a greengrocer’s, a confectioner and baker, a hairdresser, butcher and colour man ( paint supplies). 

In this photo you can also see the local muffin man ringing a bell to summon customers ( far right. ) 
 

Purchased by Young & Co in 1885, the King’s Arms was rebuilt in brick c.1899. It remained with the brewery 

until 2018, when it was sold to Ashira Holdings Ltd. 



 

A view of shops and business on Fair Green, Mitcham, c.1959. 

The area, upper picture centre, shows what is now Majestic Way. This takes its name from the Majestic  

cinema, shown here. Opened in 1933, the cinema was ultimately part of the ABC/Gaumont chain. It offered 

a wide ranging programme including westerns and contemporary serials, cartoons, newsreels, musicals 

and popular feature films. The Majestic also had a tearoom and a stage area used for cabaret shows and 

awards ceremonies. It was particularly popular with children who attended the regular “Saturday morning 

pictures” in their droves. The cinema closed in 1961 and after a brief stint as a bingo hall, the building was 

finally demolished to make way for the pedestrian shopping precinct.  



  

 

 

 

 

A Crisp & Son, Shoe Repairers, 55 Upper Green East. 

Built during the early 1800s, this part weatherboarded 

building held John R Chart’s corn and seed shop during 

the Victorian era.  

 

In 1932 it was acquired by Alfred Crisp & Son and  

remained in use as a popular boot and shoe repair shop 

until 1990. 

 

The building was turned into a private home in 1991 but 

still retains many of the external features of the original 

shop. It now has Grade II listed status. 


