
 

 

Frosts & Festivities: 
A winter display featuring images from the  

Merton Heritage collection. 

 

 

 

 



 

Cottages on Cranmer Road, Mitcham, pictured c.1898. 

These small 18th century buildings are thought to have housed workers from nearby Cranmer farm, named 
after a family of major local landowners. The Cranmers and their relatives, the Simpsons, owned much of 
this part of lower Mitcham for over 250 years. Their family home stood on the site now occupied by  
Cranmer Primary School and the Wilson Health Centre.  



 

 

Cold Blows Lane, Mitcham in winter, c.1895 

Thought to follow the line of an ancient pathway, this 

narrow lane links Cricket Green and Commonside West. 

Its name comes from the effects of the east wind in this 

area. At the time when this picture was taken, gardens 

and meadow bordered the lane - however the land was 

later used for streets including Langdale Avenue and 

Whitford Gardens. 
 

The dogs in the picture belonged to local landowner 

Sir Cato Worsfold, whose fine Gothic property, 

Hall Place, stood on Church Road. During the twentieth 

century the house was demolished and replaced by 

Cricket Green School and the Hall Place flats. 



 

A picturesque scene - One Island Pond, Mitcham Common, c.1962. 

The pond was created as a result of gravel extraction during the nineteenth century and is popular with  

local anglers. The area was landscaped during the 1970s and now provides valuable habitat for wildlife as 

well as various species of wildflower. 



  

 

Skating on Cranmer Pond, Mitcham, c.1958. 

During hard winters, such as that of 1963, local 

ponds have frozen over, creating impromptu ice 

rinks for locals to enjoy. 

The pond shown here is situated not far from what 

is now the Canons Leisure Centre.  
 

Between 1660 and 1939, much of this area  

belonged to the Cranmer family. Robert Cranmer 

was a founder member of the powerful East India 

trading company. By the nineteenth century, the 

family were making money from their local farms 

and also a calico bleaching mill at Merton Abbey. 



 

The Ravensbury Arms, Croydon Road, Mitcham, c.1963. 

Originally known as the Blue Houses, this pub was later named after one of the five Medieval manors of 

Mitcham. During its history the Ravensbury area was linked to many notable landowners, including the 

Carews of Beddington and the family of Victorian engineer, George Parker Bidder.  

This picture was taken during one of the coldest winters experienced in the UK. The average temperature in 

January 1963 was –2 degrees centigrade. Ponds, rivers and even areas of the sea surrounding the British 

coastline froze over and the thaw did not start until March. 



 

The frozen surface of Seven Islands Pond, Mitcham Common, 1986 

Seven Islands Pond is the largest and best known of the ponds in this area. It is in the middle of Mitcham 

Common and was created in the early 1900’s when excavations left by gravel diggers formed deep pools 

and hillocks which were eventually levelled and trimmed into shape.  Until the 1930s many local  

youngsters used the pond as a swimming pool; however Mitcham Borough Council brought this to a halt, 

following a number of tragic drownings. 



 

An early 20th century postcard showing Mayes Farm, Wimbledon Common during winter. 

As well as holding a working farm, the picturesque nature of this site made it a popular destination for  

artists, photographers, walkers and summer picnics. During World War 1, Farmer Mayes was persuaded to 

sell afternoon teas to the visiting public as part of a wartime morale boosting campaign. 



 

Whitford Lane, transformed by snow c.1900. 

During the Victorian period harsh winters made it more difficult for local residents to travel around the area, 

particularly as most people had to rely on walking or horse-drawn transport. Some outlying properties were 

snowed in and many local schools were forced to close due to lack of heating. 

The area show in this picture is now better known as London Road - the shops of Fair Green are just visible 

through the winter mist. 



 

 

The beauty of winter, c.1890. 

This picture was taken in the back garden of 

London House, the Mitcham home of the 

Francis family. Between 1869 and 1952 they 

ran a popular village emporium that sold 

everything from animal food and clothing, to 

pots, pans, tools and assorted household 

goods. The family lived in accommodation to 

the rear of the shop. ( The site of the shop is 

now a “Pound Store” on London Road. ) 

Tom Francis jnr was a keen amateur  

photographer and staged regular glass  

lantern slide shows to raise funds for local 

charities. His photographs are now part of 

the Heritage Centre collection. 



 

Making the most of the winter weather - skaters on a frozen pond, Wimbledon Common, c.1888. 

During hard winters, frozen ponds on the Common became popular skating venues for people of all  

social classes. The activity could be dangerous, as skating on thinner sections of ice risked cracking the 

frozen surface and plunging people into the icy waters below - several people are known to have drowned. 



 

Fun with family and friends - a sledging party, Wimbledon Common, c.1900 

In winter the snow-covered slopes and hillocks of Wimbledon Common were ideal for sledging. Some of 

the wealthier families from Wimbledon Village would stage sledging parties complete with refreshments. 

The Common was also used for other winter fun including curling, skating and snowball fights. 



 

 

Mitcham Rotary Club and Jack the Donkey, 

raising money for local charities, 1958. 

At Christmas time the local rotary club raised 

funds for the poor and needy. In 1958 Jack the 

donkey helped their work, walking through 

Mitcham with collection boxes on his flanks. 
 

In this photo, Jack is being introduced to local  

residents on Commonside East. 



 

 

Christmas Tree, Fair Green, Mitcham, 1958. 

For a number of years the Rotary Club funded a 

Christmas tree on the Upper Green, as part of their 

campaign to raise funds for the poor and elderly. 

 

This is the view looking towards Upper Green East. 

Amongst the shops visible, far left, are Gutterridge’s 

Corn Merchants, Turner’s Bakery and Crisp’s Boot 

and Shoe Repairers. 



 

Children’s party, Nelson Hospital, Merton Park, January 1955. 

Opened on Kingston Road in 1912, the hospital was originally reliant on fees and donations to pay for 

medical care; however treatment was provided free of charge after the foundation of the NHS in 1948. 

This picture shows staff trying to bring some festive cheer for local youngsters, complete with party hats, 

Christmas crackers, jelly and custard. 



 

Children’s Christmas party organised by the St. Helier Labour Party, December 1953 

A local Labour party candidate joined children enjoying the festivities at the local community centre. 

Amongst the treats on offer were sandwiches, crisps, jelly and custard, plus Kia-ora orange drink. 

Sweet treats were particularly popular as wartime sugar rationing had only ended in September. 



 

Wimbledon Broadway decorated for Christmas, 1907. 

Wimbledon had been a borough in its own right for just two years when this photo was taken. The local 

council and Wimbledon store keepers were clearly keen to make a good show for Christmas. Amongst the 

shops visible are Skewe’s drapers near the junction with Merton Road, Alfred Mear’s butchers shop ( right ) 

with its open front packed with Christmas poultry and Taplin’s greengrocer’s complete with delivery cart. 



 

Curling on a frozen pond, Wimbledon Common, c.1888. 

Thought to have originated in sixteenth century Scotland, curling was a popular winter activity on the frozen 

ponds of the Common. It is thought to have been introduced to Wimbledon by the London Scottish  

Regiment. A designated curling pond was in use near Kingston Road, with a second rectangular pond near 

Camp Road. Competitions were staged here till the 1930s. The former pond site is now a car park. 



 

Wimbledon Theatre, Merton Road, c.1910. 

Part of John Mulholland’s theatrical empire, Wimbledon theatre opened on Boxing Day 1910. It staged a 

popular programme of drama, opera, comedy, musical reviews and pantomime, becoming a regular test 

venue for West End shows. The grand auditorium was heated by warm air rising from a Turkish Baths  

below ( now part of the Wimbledon Studio Theatre. ) 



 

Snowmen on Cricket Green, Mitcham, 2009. 

Mitcham boasts one of the oldest cricket greens in the world. The game is known to have been played here 

since the 1690s and the local club has nurtured generations of local, county and national players. In its 

heyday during the 1930s crowds of 6000 watched matches on the green, which also hosted play by  

international teams including players from Australia and the West Indies. 



 

 

The Wandle Ford in Winter. 

This artist’s depiction shows Mitcham Bridge 

during the early Victorian period. To the right of 

the bridge was the “splash,” through which  

hauliers would sometimes drive their wagons. 

The water not only provided much-needed  

refreshment for the horses but also cooled the 

wood of the wagon wheels, preventing them 

from splitting. 
 

As car ownership increased during the 1950s, 

the bridge was widened, covering the old ford 

to create a safe footpath for pedestrians  

travelling down Bishopsford Road. 

 



 

Sledging down the snow-covered slopes of Mitcham Common in 1976. 

Maintained by the Mitcham Common Conservators since 1896, the Common provides wide-ranging habitat 

for plants and wildlife but also accommodates a range of sports from cycling and horse-riding, to football, 

cricket and cross-country running. 



 

Snow-covered trees along Langdale Walk, Upper Mitcham, c.1890. 

The shops and pubs of Fair Green are just visible in the distance, including Currell’s butcher’s far right. 



 

The waterwheel at Morden Hall Park, c.2004. 

The waters of the River Wandle have powered a  

variety of industry since Saxon times, from flour and 

paper mills, to leather works, copper plate production 

and textile printing.  
 

At this point in the Morden Hall estate two snuff mills 

straddled the river, their giant waterwheels turning the 

gears of machinery which ground tobacco leaves into a 

fine powder. Snorting a pinch of snuff up the nose,  

provoked sneezing and was thought to help clear the 

head. 
 

During the 18th century the Polhill family leased the 

snuff mills from the Garths who owned the manor. 

From 1854 the lease passed to the Hatfeild family, who 

later bought the Morden Hall estate and continued to 

manufacture snuff at this site until 1922. 



 

Snow-covered tennis courts, Wimbledon Park, 1986. 

Located near to the All England Lawn Tennis Club, this is one of the largest parks in Merton and was  

created on land which was formerly part of the Spencer family estate. During the 18th century much of this 

area was landscaped by the famous designer Capability Brown. Wimbledon Borough Council bought the 

park before the First World War and part of the land was developed for sports such as tennis, cricket,  

bowling and athletics, in addition to water sports. 



 

Snow on the sails - Wimbledon windmill, c.1990. 

Built by carpenter, Charles March, in 1817, this hollow-post mill was used to grind corn into flour for the  

local community and for a number of years also housed the parish constable. In 1908 Robert Baden-Powell 

wrote his famous scout movement handbook in the shadow of the mill and the building also featured on a  

local suffragette banner. Today the mill houses a popular museum and corn is still ground into flour for school 

classes and the visiting public. 



 

Staff at the Tower Works, Commonside East, Mitcham, c.1904. 

During the early 19th century, this was the site of the local workhouse. However during the late Victorian 

period it became the home of the Wood family and was partly converted for industrial use. The site was 

used for manufacturing everything from marine cable and rubber, to matches, paint and varnish. During the 

interwar years it became the Tower Creameries, producing margarine. It was also used for fire-watching 

duty by Home Guard in World War II and sustained damage from a German parachute mine in 1941. 



 

Tooting and Mitcham F C versus Nottingham Forest, Sandy Lane, Mitcham, January 1959. 

This picture captures the action at the frozen Sandy Lane ground. The Mitcham side went 2:0 ahead,  

before Forest equalised forcing a 3rd round replay, which Tooting & Mitcham lost 0-3. The local team are 

shown in their distinctive black and white striped kit. 



 

Cannon Hill Common covered with a heavy frost, 1928. 

This area was previously part of Cannon Hill Park, a fine estate owned by millionaire Richard Thornton  

during the Victorian era. The Common was formed in 1925 when Merton and Morden Urban District  

Council bought 53 acres of the original park. Today the Common covers 21 hectares and is a site of major 

importance for nature conservation. 



 

 

St. Mary’s, Merton, pictured during winter 1985. 

A church has stood on this site since c.1115 and the 

current building still retains various Medieval features 

including stained glass and a barrel roof. 
 

During the 18th and early 19th century the church 

held box pews, including one used by naval hero 

Admiral Lord Nelson. 
 

The interior was remodelled during the Victoria era 

and contains stained glass designed at Morris & Co 

by artist, Edward Burne-Jones. 


