
 

 

 

 

Faith, Hope and Charity: 

Examples of religious sites and buildings  

in the  

London Borough of Merton. 

 

More images of local faith groups  

and religious buildings can be viewed on the 

Merton Memories website. 

 



 The Baitul Futuh Mosque, London Road, Morden.  

 The largest Mosque in Western Europe, this striking building is a focal point for the Ahmadiyya Muslim  

 community, an international religious organisation with branches in over 176 countries and a membership  

 exceeding 200 million people worldwide. Built on a 5.2 acre site, formerly occupied by United Dairies, the   

 Mosque was largely financed by donations. It was inaugurated in October 2003 by Hadrat Mirza Masroor  

 Ahmad, Supreme Head of the Ahmadiyya Community. 



 Different aspects of the Baitul Futuh Mosque, Morden. 

 The vast structure contains 5,547 tonnes of concrete, 519 tonnes of steel, 4.71 kilometres of concrete piles,   

 194,40 tonnes of mortar and 1.33 kilometres of drainage. The giant dome is 16 metres in diameter and has a  

 surface area consisting of 377 square metres of stainless steel. The two minarets stand over 25 metres high  

 and the building contains 38,700 square feet of carpet.  

 The Mosque houses a giant complex of buildings dedicated to religious, cultural, educational and social  

 activities. In addition to the main prayer hall, it contains lecture and conference facilities, classrooms, sports   

 halls, washrooms, a crèche and meeting rooms. The Mosque itself holds 4000 people, with space for a further  

 6500 in the remainder of the complex. 



 Wimbledon Mosque, junction of Durnsford  and Ryfold Road. 

 Built in 1976 to the design of Wimbledon architects Godfrey Gilbert and Partners, the mosque is the religious  

 focus for Sunni Muslims. Its distinctive white minarets and green domes are a striking addition to the local  

 skyline. The building has been extended over the years to meet the needs of a growing community.  Prayers take   

 place five times daily between 5am and 8pm, with particular emphasis placed on worship during Ramadan and  

 the Festivals of Eid ul Fitr and Eid Ud Dhuha. The mosque authorities also organise many social activities,  

 including football for young Muslims at the recreation Ground in Wellington Road, plus community events for both 

 Muslims and non-Muslims. 



 The strikingly beautiful Bhuddapadipa Thai Temple, Calonne Road, Wimbledon. 

 The Bhuddapadipa Temple was the first Thai temple to be built in Europe. The original plans for the building  
 and décor were produced by the Bangkok Fine Arts deprtament and the Thai government then commissioned   
 architects Sidney Kaye, Firmin and and Partners to adapt the design. The temple was built within the grounds  
 of a former private house called BarrowgillConstruction took 18 months and cost  £590,000. Much of the work  
 was conducted according to Thai ritual and many of the fittings were imported from Thailand, including teak  
 carvings, hand-made roof tiles, teak doors, window mouldings and glass mosaic  



 East meets West… The Bhuddapadipa Temple, 

 Wimbledon. 

 The temple was opened in 1981 and Thai artists   
 added an impressive collection of murals to the  
 interior in 1985 – these not only show scenes from   
 Buddha’s teachings but contemporary figures such  
 as David Hockney, Colonel Gaddafi and Margaret  
 Thatcher.  
 
 The temple complex includes a lay house, home to  
 a small community of monks, who minister to the  
 needs of London’s Buddhist community, offering  
 religious instruction, meditation and guidance.  
 The temple is open to the public at weekends. 



 The exterior of the Shree Ganapathy Hindu Temple, Effra Road, Wimbledon. 

 In 1966, a small group of Hindu families, living in and around Wimbledon, began to meet together to pray and  

 observe Hindu cultural traditions. In 1978 in the absence of a permanent Hindu Temple in London, the founder   

 Mr. A.T.S. Ratnasingham bought a traditionally made Panchaloga statue of Lord Ghanapathy ( still in the  

 Temple today ) from India and hired a Hindu priest to lead regular Friday services in local halls in Wimbledon,   

 gaining spiritual comfort that helped reflect the religious traditions of our homeland. In 1980 with the  

 assistance of Sir Cyril Black ( M.P. for Wimbledon 1950-1970 ), purchased the Churchill Halls in Wimbledon 

and within a year, we transformed the dilapidated buildings, into the Shree Ghanapathy Temple. 



 Part of the Chariot Festival organised by the Shree Ganapathy Hindu Temple, July 2012. 

 Also known as Ratha Jatra, this is an annual Hindu Festival held in the state of Odisha, India and repeated by  

 Hindu communities worldwide.  This is the only day when worshippers cannot enter their temple building.  

 Instead they help their priests to pull elaborately decorated gilded chariots around the streets. These vehicles   

 carry statues representing the Hindu gods Jagannath, Balabhadra and Subhadra. Worshippers and onlookers   

 usually bring traffic in this part of Wimbledon to a halt and the streets are filled with colour, flower garlands, 

 traditional songs and drumming. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odisha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balabhadra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subhadra


 The interior of the Shree Ganapathy Temple, Effra Road, Wimbledon. 

 The Temple administration has a good balance of young men and women who bring new ideas and a fresh  

 approach to the Temple, plus a group of older, more experienced members of the community, who help to  

 keep the traditions and original vision alive. The focus has shifted from purely ritualistic worship, to a more  

 holistic approach, providing for the spiritual, moral and emotional needs of our devotees. In addition to  

 regular religious, births, weddings and death ceremonies, the temple staff also arrange talks and discussion  

 groups by experts in religion and philosophy, yoga, meditation classes and health seminars.. 



A school visit to Wimbledon District 

Synagogue, 2014. 

The Rabbi and his assistants take time to 

give local children an insight into the  

traditions and symbols of the Jewish faith 

and culture, including the Torah scrolls, 

the Bimah and the special prayers at the 

Sabbath feast. 

The Torah is the written form of Jewish 

law, familiar as the first five books of   

Moses ( or the Old Testament.) In a  

synagogue this is read aloud from a 

raised platform of Bimah. 

The Sabbath is the Jewish holy day 

which starts just before sunset on Friday 

and ends just after sunset on Saturday. 

It is associated with a range of rituals and 

traditional food. 



The Bimah and sacred Torah scrolls 

at Wimbledon Synagogue. 

The Chabad Wimbledon Synagogue 

was established at Drake House, 

St.George’s Road in 1988. It serves 

members of the Jewish community 

from all over south London. 

In addition to the synagogue the  

building also houses a Jewish school 

and a resource centre. 



 Edith Arendup, the driving force behind the foundation of Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church. 

 Daughter of textile magnate Samuel Courtauld, Edith suffered family tragedy when both her husband and  
 son died whilst on military service. She found strength through religion, having converted to Catholicism.   
 Centuries after the Reformation, there were still few practising Catholics in the area and no local chapel.   
 Edith converted part of her home to a chapel served administered by Jesuit priests who crossed the 
 Common from Roehampton each day. As the local congregation quickly outgrew these premises, Edith     
 helped to finance construction of Sacred Heart church on Edge Hill.  



 Religious worship at Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church, Edge Hill, Wimbledon. 

 More like a cathedral than a local church, this beautiful building with its influential ministry is now one of  
 the most popular Catholic churches south of the Thames. Designed by Frederick Walters in the neo  
 Gothic style the church was constructed in sections between 1887 and 1901. The nave alone is over  
 160 feet high and the church contains many fine examples of religious art and sculpture, including an  
 altar rails designed by John Bentley, the architect of Westminster Cathedral. 



 An early postcard showing the internal splendour of Sacred Heart church, Wimbledon. 

 The pillars are made of Beer stone from Devon, the windows of Ancaster stone from Lincolnshire and the  

 walls of brick covered with plaster inside and knapped flints outside. The two sides of the nave are linked  

 by steel tie-rods, while the roof is double - an inner one of wood, decorated with bosses and supporting  

 the new and very powerful lights, and an outer one tiled and surmounted by a lightning conductor.  

 Above the pillars are eight statues of Jesuit saints. Between each of the statues are angels carrying  

 implements of the Passion. 



  S.S.Peter and Paul Roman Catholic Church, Cranmer Road, Mitcham, c..1896. 

  After the persecution of the Reformation, it took several centuries for religious tolerance to develop,  

  allowing Catholics to practice their faith openly. The first post Reformation masses were held in the  
  coach-house of Elm Lodge, ( the white building at the edge of the Cricket Green, near London Road.)  
  The growing population led to the construction of current church in 1889.  



 Mitcham Parish Church, c .1890. 

 A church is known to have stood here since the 13th century, however the building shown here dates from  

 1820, when the structure was repaired and enlarged following fire damage and the weathering of time.  

 This picture shows the ornamented pinnacles which once adorned the bell tower – they were removed in   

 1956, having become unsafe. 



 Mitcham Parish Church, c.2000. 

 Although a church is known to have stood on this  

 site since Medieval times, a major portion of the  

 current church dates from c.1829 and was  

 designed by architect, George Smith. Now listed  

 Grade II*, it was constructed by local builder  

 John Chart ( who later served as parish clerk ) and  

 was consecrated by the Bishop of London in 1822.  

 The spacious interior of the building features a five- 

 bay nave, with chancel chapels to the north and  

 south. The church boasts a number of stained  

 glass windows and a fine peal of bells. There are  

 also a numerous funerary monuments  

 commemorating former Mitcham residents.  

 The adjacent churchyard is also an important re 

 source for local and social historians. It contains a  

 variety of graves dating from the 16th century  

 through to the present day, including a number of  

 Commonwealth War Graves. 



 Watercolour depicting St.Lawrence Church, London Road, Morden. 

 A church has stood on this site since Saxon times – certainly stone church by 1205.  Much of the current  
 building dates from 1636 – brick facing added, new windows and new brick tower on old footings. The vestry  
 Was added 1805.  The interior of the building retains many fine period features, including carvings, memorials  
 and ancient markers.  



 Rear view of St.Lawrence Church seen from the adjoining churchyard. 

 During the 1630s the church underwent many changes in keeping with the strict Puritan beliefs of the lords of  

 the manor, the Garth family. The interior became plain and whitewashed and any images of saints were  

 removed. During the 1700s many fine funerary hatchments were added bearing the coats of arms of local  

 dignitaries and senior parishioners. The main pulpit also dates from this period. The church interior also boasts  

 a fine Queen Anne coat of arms bearing the inscription “Fear God and Honour the Queen.”  



 The interior of St.Mary the Virgin church, Merton Park. 

 The parish church of Merton, St.Mary’s dates from 1115 but a church is thought to have stood here since  
 Saxon times. The fine timbered roof above the nave is nearly 900 years old and the Church retains a tiny  
 Medieval window. The church interior holds many impressive monuments including a Tudor memorial to  
 Sir Gregory Lovell, cofferer to Elizabeth I. There is also a marble monument commemorating the Smith family. 

 Rear Admiral Isaac Smith became  the first European to set foot on Australian soil in 1770. 



 Early image of St.Mary’s, Wimbledon. 

 A church is thought to have occupied this   
 site since the Anglo-Saxon period and  
 was probably founded by the Archbishop  
 of Canterbury, then lord of the manor.  
 A stone building was erected during the  
 reign of Edward I and dedicated to  
 St.Mary. 
 
 For much of the Medieval period, services  
 were conducted by the local vicar – the  
 coveted and profitable title of rector was a  
 largely absentee post. From 1500,  
 Wimbledon employed a resident rector  
 and there were numerous improvements  
 to the fabric of the church. 
 Following the reformation the interior was  
 simplified, as the statues and symbols of   
 Catholic worship were removed  



 Artist’s impression of St.Mary the Virgin Church, c.1808. 

 At the time when this illustration was produced, many part of Merton were still very rural and the church lay at  

 the heart of the local community, with its calendar of religious festivals and seasonal celebrations. During the  

 early 19th century one of the most famous parishioners was Lord Nelson, who travelled from his home, just off   

 Merton High Street, to worship at the church, together with members of his household. His private pew and his  

 funerary hatchment are still proudly displayed at the church. 



 A snowy view of the churchyard surrounding St.Mary the Virgin, Merton Park. 

 The church underwent a major transformation during the Victorian and Edwardian era. Some of the box pews  

 were removed, together with the old choir gallery. A series of beautiful stained glass windows, designed by  

 the artist Edward Burne-Jones and made at the Merton based Morris & Co. art and craft works, were added  

 to commemorate local landowner John Innes. The churchyard was also landscaped in 1904. 



 St.Mary’s church, Wimbledon and the nearby Stag Lodge, c.1910. 

 The church underwent radical alteration during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. This was  
 partly due to structural faults but also in order to accommodate separate pews for wealthier village  
 families, ( notably that of Earl Spencer, lord of the manor. )  
 
 The current church is a Victorian structure, built around earlier remains.  



 The Warrior Chapel, St.Mary’s, Wimbledon. 

 This addition to the parish church was designed by the eminent Victorian architect Gilbert Scott,  

 who also designed the local war memorial on Parkside. The chapel commemorate those local men  

 who died during the First World War - many of their names appear on a series of small metal   

 plaques set around the walls. 



 Victorian Methodist Church, Cricket Green, Mitcham. 

 The first Mitcham Methodist chapel was built near Cricket Green in 1789 and survives as a private  

 residence. By 1876 the growing population and increasing interest in Methodism prompted construction of 

 this larger church. The building was designed by local architect, Robert Masters Chart and completed in   

 1877. It remained in use for over seventy years and was finally replaced by the current modern structure  

 during the late 1950s. 



 Mitcham Methodist Church, Cricket Green. 

 A grade II listed building, the church was designed by the architect Edward Mills and built in 1958-9. It is    

 regarded as the best surviving work by the most successful Nonconformist architect of the period.  

 The church comprises of a chapel and hall at right angles to each other fronting a grassed courtyard and is  

 located on the eastern section of the Mitcham Cricket Green. It seats approximately 300 and also holds  

 classrooms, dressing rooms, two vestries and a range of public facilities. 



 Statue of Haile Selassie, Cannizaro Park. 

 Haile Selassie, Emperor of Ethiopia, stayed   

 with Dr Richard Seligman at Lincoln House,  

 51 Parkside during 1936. This was the period  

 during which, Ethiopia had been invaded by  

 Italian forces commanded by the fascist  

 dictator, General Mussolini. Selassie had been  

 forced to go into temporary exile for his own  

 safety.  

 

 The bust of the Emperor was designed by  

 Hilda Seligman and originally stood in the  

 garden at Lincoln House. It was later  

 transferred to the rose garden at Cannizaro  

 House. 

  

 In modern times the statue has become a place  

 of pilgrimage for people from the Rastarian  

 faith, many of whom regard Selassie as a “God  

 of the Black Race.” The statue was destroyed  

 in the summer of 2020 by protesters angered  

 by the killing of Ethiopian singer and activist, 

 Hachalu Hundessa. 



 Morden Baptist Church, Crown Lane. 

 The origins of this ministry lay in evangelical meetings held in one of the shops on London Road during the  

 1880s. By the early 1900s the Baptist community were worshipping in a tin tabernacle near George Hill,  

 where they held prayers, songs and scripture meetings. A new church was built during the 1930s to  

 accommodate a congregation of some 84 people. This was replaced by the current church in 1990. 


