
 

 

The Coronation: Wimbledon Celebrations 



 

 (Left) Wimbledon M P, Cyril Black and (right) Ashcombe Road, site of a new Coronation Hall. 

 The local M P played an active part in supporting his local constituency and in 1953, he funded the  

 opening of a new “Coronation Hall” on Ashcombe Road. Opened with great ceremony on 29 May, by the 

 Minster for Education, Florence Horsburgh M P, the hall was intended for youth and community use.   

 Cyril Black had a distinguished political career, serving as Wimbledon M P from 1950 to 1970. He was also  

 chair of Surrey County Council from 1950 to 1964 and Mayor of Merton from 1966 to 1967. 



 

 Cannizaro Park, Wimbledon, 1950s. 

 The historic house and surrounding parkland offered a picturesque venue for some of the local Coronation 

 celebrations. These included a May garden party hosted by Councillor Sydney Black, elected as Mayor of   

 Wimbledon for a second term. On Coronation Day the park held a fair and dancing in a giant marquee.  

 Music was provided by the Army cadets, whilst Sea cadets staged the Breaking the Flag ceremony and  

 there was a mortar gun salute from the Territorial Army. There was also a community singalong,  

 Wimbledon windmill was floodlit at night and the event culminated in a firework display. 



 

Wimbledon Town Hall ( now part of Centre Court shopping complex ) pictured during the 1950s. 

Opened in 1932 to house the offices of Wimbledon Borough Council, the town hall was at the heart of local 

Coronation celebrations, both in terms of official planning and the actual staging of events. On 1 June the 

building hosted a performance by the Wimbledon Philharmonic Orchestra including a special Coronation 

fanfare. On Coronation Day itself, the Committee Room Suite was used to screen television footage of the 

Royal procession to an invited audience of 130 elderly residents. 1500 people were also packed into the 

Town Hall for a special civic service of thanksgiving for the new Queen. 



 

 The Wimbledon Hill Hotel (far left) adjacent to the Dog & Fox pub, High Street, Wimbledon Village. 

 The hotel played an important part in the local council’s coronation celebrations. This included a banquet  

 hosted by the Mayor, Sydney Black, attended by 200 esteemed guests, from Air Vice Marshall Savage, to  

 the Lord Lieutenant of Surrey and Leslie Hore Belisha MP. Large crowds gathered outside, mistakenly   

 thinking that Winston Churchill would be attending, given his status as freeman of the borough. 

 On Coronation Day the hotel provided several t v sets to allow local people to watch the official ceremony. 

 The hotel manager and chef also oversaw one of the chief local attractions - a coronation ox roast. 



 

Reviving a Wimbledon tradition - the Coronation ox roast on Wimbledon Common, 1953. 

Wimbledon had celebrated previous coronations, including that of Edward VII with an ox roast. 

Meat was still rationed in 1953 and Mayor Sydney Black got permission from the Ministry of Food to buy an 

ox from a farm in Shere, Surrey. A brick and metal spit was built near the War Memorial on Rushmere and 

the 10 hour roasting process was supervised by a chef from the Wimbledon Hill Hotel on High Street . 

When ready, the roast was transferred to a lorry platform, to enable people to view the carving ceremony. 



 

 

An eagerly anticipated Coronation treat… 

When the Wimbledon ox roast was ready,  

the Mayor cut the first slice. The lucky  

recipient was 4 year old Kenneth Coombe of 

Dora Road, who put the meat between two 

slices of bread and happily munched it whilst 

sitting on his father’s shoulders. It had been 

planned to give the first 100 slices to onlookers 

but the clamour from the crowd meant that this 

number was soon exceeded. 

The manager of the Wimbledon Hill Hotel  

supervised the carving, aided by several local 

butchers. The main part of the roast was then 

sliced and members of the Wimbledon Round 

Table distributed it to elderly residents living in 

care homes. 



 

 Street parties in the Wimbledon Chase area, 2 June 1953. 

 After the bleak war years, the coronation offered an opportunity for people across Merton to celebrate, 

 deck their neighbourhoods with colourful decorations and gather together to share food, songs, dancing  

 and jollity. Wind-up gramophones provided a soundtrack, or in some instances a local resident might wheel   

 a piano into the street. Some wartime rationing was still in force but the end of sugar rationing enabled  

 people to indulge in cakes and sweet treats on coronation day. 



 

 Cottenham Park Recreation Ground, Raynes Park. 

 Originally known as Melbury Gardens, this site opened as a public recreation ground in 1897. It was later  

 renamed after local landowner, Charles Pepys, Lord Cottenham. In 1953 the park hosted one of the largest 

 coronation parties - an event attended by 250 children who were treated to food, entertainment and  

 souvenir gifts funded by local traders, councillors and community organisations. 


