
 

 

Royal Warrant Holders 



 

Entrance to Carter’s Tested Seeds, West Barnes Lane, Raynes Park. pictured c.1967. 

Founded in 1863 by James Carter, the company started selling seeds to a small circle of customers from a 

shop in High Holborn. Promoted by author, Charles Dickens, the firm enjoyed rapid success, leading to the 

foundation of a nursery in Forest Hill, followed by a 19 acre site in Raynes Park. The latter included  

glasshouses, seeds beds, testing grounds and storage warehouses. The vast local complex with its  

colourful flower beds survived until 1967 and was then replaced by a 400 home development known as the 

Carter’s estate. 



 A laboratory technician at the 

Carters Tested Seeds complex, 

Raynes Park, 1950s. 

This world famous firm won numerous 

horticultural excellence awards for its  

flower and vegetable varieties. It also  

supplied the grass seed for Lord’s Cricket 

Ground and the All England Lawn Tennis 

Club, as well as golf courses worldwide. 
 

During World War II, Carter’s developed 

seeds to support the Dig for Victory  

campaign, as well as crops for animal 

feed. Awarded a Royal Warrant by  

King George VI, the firm was granted the 

same honour by his daughter during the 

early years of her reign. Carter’s supplied 

seeds and plants for the Royal palaces 

and featured the Queen’s coat of Arms on 

their products. 
 

During the 1960s the trade name was  

purchased by Cuthbert’s Seeds and the 

Raynes Park site was sold for  

development in 1967. 



 

Lines Bros. vast Triang works off Morden Road, South Wimbledon. 

Founded in 1919 by brothers Walter, William and Arthur Lines, sons of Victorian toymaker, Joseph Lines, 

the Triang toy company became one of the world’s largest toy manufacturers. Starting with a staff of 53 

during the early 1920s, by 1931 the brothers were employing over 1000 at their Merton works and had also 

purchased the prestigious Hamley’s West End toy store. The firm made everything from dolls, toy prams 

and dolls houses, to model planes, bicycles, rocking horses and walking toys for toddlers. 



 

 Her Majesty the Queen pictured at Balmoral with the young Prince Charles and a Centurion pedal  

 car, presented by the Lines brothers Triang toy factory, c.1955 

 Lines Bros. had converted to producing munitions during World War II and were then visited by the  

 Queen’s father, George VI. In the postwar era, the firm expanded worldwide, building factories in Australia,  

 Canada, South Africa and New Zealand. Walter Lines was granted a Royal Warrant by the Queen during  

 the early 1950s and Lines Bros went on to purchase several famous toy brands from Sindy and Meccano,  

 to Hornby and Scalextric. Sadly the decline in its overseas business led to the firm’s demise in 1971. 



 

 The giant Connolly’s leather works, Wandle Bank, Colliers Wood. 

 Samuel Connolly started repairing leather shoes in London’s Euston Road in 1878. By 1919 he had  

 purchased James Paxton’s leather mill and the neighbouring Merton flour mill to create his own leather  

 works. The complex held leather processing and treatment facilities, cutting rooms, storage and offices. 

 Connolly’s established a strong reputation for supplying high quality leathers for the burgeoning car  

 industry, including an exclusive contract with Rolls Royce. 



 

 Unloading hides at the Connolly Bros. Leather works, Wandle Bank, Colliers Wood, c.1984. 

 In addition to supplying the famous green and red leather used on seating in the Houses of Parliament, 

 Connolly’s client list has included the British Museum, the Cunard liners Queen Elizabeth and Queen Mary,   

 the British Museum, luxury car manufacturers worldwide and the Royal household. 

 The firm transferred to Aylesford during the 1990s but still holds a Royal Warrant as Leather tanners and  

 curriers to Her Majesty the Queen. Connolly’s Merton premises have now been converted into flats. 



 

 

Bradbury Wilkinson offices on 

Burlington Road, New Malden, c.1985. 

The firm was founded in London in 1856 

by printer William Bradbury and his  

business partner, engraver  

Robert Wilkinson. The company moved 

to Merton in 1919, establishing a vast  

complex dedicated to security printing. 

 

Bradbury Wilkinson produced  

chequebooks, stamps, bonds and share 

certificates both for the UK and countries 

across the globe. 

 

By the 1920s the firm was one of the 

largest local employers and production 

continued at Burlington Road until the 

1980s. The building was demolished 

and replaced by a Tesco’s superstore in 

1987. It is now earmarked for residential 

development. 



 

 The skilled artistry of Bradbury Wilkinson engraver, Alan Dow, 1980s. 

 Bradbury Wilkinson have played a key role since the very start of the Queen’s reign. The firm was  

 responsible for printing the special stamps issued for the Coronation. In the decades that have followed,    

 its skilled engravers have produced artwork for multiple issues of stamps, British and Commonwealth  

 currency, much of it featuring royal symbols and the Queen’s portrait.  Alan Dow was apprenticed to 

 Bradbury Wilkinson as a young boy, rising to become Master Engraver of stamps and currency. 

 One of around six British experts producing portraits for banknotes, he engraved all the Queen’s portraits  

 featured on currency circulating during the 1980s and ‘90s. He left Bradbury Wilkinson in 1986 following   

 a business takeover by currency firm De La Rue. 



 

 John F Renshaw factory, Locks Lane, Mitcham ( pictured in 1972). 

 Renshaw began small scale marzipan production from London’s Great Portland Street in 1898, later  

 transferring to a larger site in Battersea. The firm moved to Mitcham c.1919 and underwent rapid  

 expansion during the interwar years. During World War II Renshaw’s produced a small range of goods for  

 the Ministry of Food. Production increased during the postwar era, particularly when sugar rationing ended. 

 When Princess Elizabeth married Prince Philip of Greece (later the Duke of Edinburgh) in 1947,  

 Renshaw’s was honoured to produce marzipan and baking products for the Royal wedding cake. 
 

Picture: E. Montague, Merton Historical Society 



 

 Grading almonds on the top floor of the Renshaw factory, Locks Lane, Mitcham, c.1960 

 John F Renshaw & Co were awarded a Royal Warrant during the early years of the Queen’s reign.  

 In addition to its famous marzipan, the company produced marshmallows, cake decorations, piping jelly,  

 nougat, tinned and salted nuts. Production transferred to Liverpool during the late 1980s and in 2004  

 Renshaw’s became part of the Napier Brown group. The firm still has Royal warrants to supply almond  

 products to Her Majesty the Queen and HRH the Prince of Wales. 

 

Picture: from Wade Brice's personal collection of photographs, online at MitchamHistoryNotes.com 



 

 Part of the large Eastfields site owned by James Pain & Sons, firework manufacturers, c.1958. 

 Descended from Huguenots, James was the seventh generation of his family to work with gunpowder and  

 started small-scale firework production at a tiny Brixton site in 1850. By 1872 the business was so  

 successful that larger premises were needed and Pain & Sons moved to an isolated site near Eastfields, 

 Mitcham, to allow firework manufacture in greater safety. The firm achieved worldwide recognition for its  

 products and created pyrotechnical displays for everything from the Royal Yacht Club and the unveiling of  

 the Statue of Liberty, to the opening of the Brooklyn Harbour Bridge and Royal events across Europe. 



 

(Left) Advert for Pain’s fireworks 

(Right) A Pain’s fireworks selection from 1953. 

 James Pain & Sons was first awarded a Royal Warrant in 1888 and produced fireworks to mark everything  

 from coronations and Royal weddings, to Jubilee celebrations. Fireworks featured heavily in both local and  

 national events to mark the Queen’s coronation in 1953 and the company would have been kept busy  

 meeting orders from the Royal household, local authorities and members of the public wanting to mark the  

 occasion with a bang. For many years, Pain & Son was one of the largest local employers - they combined  

 on site production with homework, including matchbox assembly by female workers. Bryant & May bought  

 Pain & Sons in 1963; production at Mitcham ceased in 1966 and the firm was transferred to Salisbury. 



 

 R G Jones Sound Systems. 

 Founded in 1926 by Welshman Ronald Godfrey Jones, this is one of the oldest and most successful audio  

 visual companies in the world. Self-taught, Jones began producing amplifiers and electronic equipment to  

 create sound systems for broadcasting and commercial use. By 1939 he was producing and hiring public  

 address systems in south west London. He built his first studio in the Morden area and began hiring out  

 equipment for a variety of events, including amplifiers and p.a systems for dance halls. In World War II, he  

 provided mobile systems for the Home Guard, the Red Cross and the military, including PA services for the  

 grand Service of Thanksgiving at St. Paul’s Cathedral on 19 August 1945. 

  

 An R G Jones vehicle pictured in  

 the Morden area, 1950s. 



 

 In the postwar era, R G Jones was providing sound  

 systems for everything from clubs and open air  

 events, to the theatre. In 1952 the firm formed a  

 second studio at Morden (later replaced by  

 Merton Technical College.) In 1962 Jones launched  

 Oak Records, controlled by folk enthusiast  

 Dick Sargeant. This produced material used on  

 television and Radio Luxembourg. The studio also  

 produced early demos for the Rolling Stones,  

 Tom Jones, the Yardbirds, Eric Clapton and  

 David Bowie.  
  

 In the late 1960s, the firm moved to central 

 Wimbledon and also set up a foundation to train new 

 sound engineers. By the 1970s and ‘80s it was one of  

 the biggest names in the sound industry and the  

 preferred supplier for television and outside  

 broadcasts. 
 

 R G Jones was awarded a Royal Warrant to supply  

 sound systems to the Royal household. Its services  

 have provided sound at everything from the funeral of  

 Diana, Princess of Wales, to the Golden Jubilee  

.celebrations. Since 2001 the company has been  

 based at Endeavour Way, Wimbledon. 

 Images from the heyday of Oak Records, 

 Crown Lane, Morden. 



 

 The Windsor Avenue premises of Zone Creations, manufacturers of acrylic display products. 

 Founded in 1999, the firm houses 40 skilled makers who design and manufacture everything from furniture  

 and one off pieces for contemporary artists, to display products and sale material for luxury brands. 

 The firm employs artisan craftsmen but also boasts state of the art technology which is used for  

 everything from 3D printing, to laser cutting, precision engraving and full-scale production. Zone Creations  

 specialise in the use of acrylic but their products also feature wood, resin and metals. 



 

 (Left) The Zone Creations logo, featuring their Royal Warrant; (Right) the visitor centre at the 

 Macallan Whisky distillery fabricated by the firm and nominated for a 2019 RIBA award. 

 Based appropriately in Windsor Avenue, Merton, Zone Creations is proud to have been issued with a  

 Royal Warrant to supply display products to Her Majesty the Queen. The firm prides itself on a fine  

 understanding of design, high quality manufacture and an eye for detail, as well as sustainable resourcing.  

 To honour its Royal patron, the firm has collaborated on some unique pieces, including a limited edition  

 perspex rocking horse to mark the 60th anniversary of the coronation and a stylish perspex clock case for  

 the Greenwich Regulator to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  Zone Creations clients range from  

 restaurants and artists, to luxury brands including Versace, Tiffany, Boucheron and Carolina Herrera. 



 
 

Part of the W. Thomas Restorations 

team pictured during the 1980s. 

Originally formed in the 1920s by  

William Oatman Thomas, to serve the 

antiques trade, this firm has risen to 

become one of the leading specialists 

in the restoration of historic  

woodcarving and gilding. 
 

The W.Thomas team cares for  

everything from furniture and mirrors, 

to gilded picture frames and  

architectural features. 
 

Awarded a Royal Warrant by  

Her Majesty the Queen, the firm has 

worked on a number of  

prestigious restoration projects,  

including work to replace decorations 

lost in the Windsor Castle fire of 1992. 

Her Majesty and the Queen Mother 

then made private visits to the  

Thomas workshops to see the work in 

progress.  Picture: W. Thomas Restorations Ltd 



 

 Examples of W Thomas restoration and reproduction work on pieces in the Royal collection. 

 Based at Tennyson Road, Wimbledon, W. Thomas Restorations Ltd was granted a Royal Warrant in 2003. 

 The firm has a team of skilled craftsmen and women, many of whom started as apprentices and have  

 worked with the firm for over 30 years. The Queen Elizabeth Scholarship Trust has also enabled the firm 

 to continue to pass on important skills to a new generation of restorers. W. Thomas can now call on  

 the services of upholsterers, cabinet makers, polishers and paint specialists, in addition to in-house  

 carvers and gilders. The Wimbledon firm has helped to restore and preserve some of the finest interiors in   

 the country, from Kensington Palace and Downing Street, to the Guildhall, Blenheim Palace, Chatsworth  

 House, the Palace of Westminster and the Cutty Sark. 


