
  

  

 

 Celebrating and commemorating 

 the Windrush Generation and   

 their contribution to British life. 

 

LOCAL POLITICS. 

     



 

 Councillor Joe Abrams OBE. 

 Born in Guyana in 1936, Joe enjoyed a political career  

 both in the UK and the Caribbean. He was a member of  

 Parliament for the People’s National Congress Reform, a   

 democratic socialist party formed in Guyana in 1957. 
 

 Having moved to the UK, Joe became a teacher in London  

 and also worked as a lawyer.  
 

 Joe was a Labour councillor for the Graveney ward in   

 Mitcham from 1982 to 2006. During this time he chaired  

 the Personnel and Equalities Committee, spearheaded  

 the council’s No Smoking Policy, reduced the working  

 week and abolished Merton’s use of the terms ‘manual’  

 and ‘white collar’ council workers.  
 

 Joe spent much of his professional career working to  

 improve racial equality, something for which he was later   

 awarded the OBE. In 1990 he became Merton’s first black   

 Mayor and from 2000-02 was the first chair of the  

 Overview and Scrutiny Commission. He was later  

 involved in the Stephen Lawrence Scrutiny Enquiry -  

 regarded as landmark practice both in London and the UK.  
 

 In 2006 Joe Abrams was awarded the Freedom of the  

 Borough. He died in his native Guyana in 2012. 



 

 “He was a great mayor and a very talented man. He made an incredible  

 contribution to our borough and set a high standard for other mayors to  

 follow.” 
 

Councillor Stephen Alambritis, Leader of Merton Council, pays tribute to Joe Abrams OBE 

   

 “[Joe] Abrams was a very witty kind of fellow, and [I] never ceased to be   

 amazed by him. Although [he] spent most of his life in London, he never  

 neglected his homeland…[and] was very generous towards Beterverwagting/ 

 Triumph Neighbourhood District Council and the [Guyana] St.John’s  

 Ambulance Brigade, to which he donated cash and kind for many years.” 
 

Bruce Adams, long-time friend of Joe Abrams OBE  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edith Macauley MBE, pictured with her award 

following the presentation at Windsor Castle. 

 

  

 Councillor Edith Macauley MBE. 

 A resident of Morden, Edith has devoted her life to public  

 service. She spent over thirty years working for the legal  

 affairs department of the Communications Union in  

 Wimbledon and has also been a local magistrate. 
 

 She has been a Labour councillor for the Lavender Fields   

 ward in Mitcham since 1998 and has held a number of  

 posts from Cabinet Member for Housing, to Community  

 Safety, Engagement and Equalities and currently 

 Cabinet Member for the Voluntary Sector and Partnerships. 
 

 She currently sits on the Appointments Committee, the  

 Colliers Wood and North east Mitcham Community  

 Forum and is Chair of the Joint Consultative Committee  

 with Ethnic Minorities. 
 

 In 2002 Edith became the first black female Mayor of  

 Merton. She was also runner up ( from 100 local authority  

 entries ) in the prestigious Mayor of the Year award,  

 having been selected for making the most outstanding  

 contribution to her local area. 
 

 Edith’s service to the community was recognised in 2012,  

 when she was awarded an MBE from Her Majesty the   

 Queen. 



  

 "The recognition that Edith has received reflects not only the contribution she  

 has made to her local community and to the judicial system but also to the  

 union and we are justly proud of her."  
 

Communication Workers Union General Secretary, Billy Hayes,  speaking about the MBE awarded to 

Councillor Edith Macauley 

  

 "I feel immensely proud to be honoured in such a way. To be a Member of the   

 British Empire (MBE) gives me personal pleasure and at the same time I feel  

 humbled...My pride is shared by my family who have given and continue to  

 give their unstinting support in my public and professional life."  
 

Councillor Edith Macauley responding to  being awarded an MBE in the New Years Honours list. 



  

 Councillor John Dehaney. 

 Born in Jamaica. John has been a Labour councillor    

 for the Graveney ward of Mitcham since 2002. 

 

 He has served on numerous council committees  

 including the Overview and Scrutiny Commission, the   

 Planning Applications committee and the  

 Standards and General Purposes Committee. 

 He is also Chair of the Colliers Wood and North east   

 Mitcham Community Forum. 

 

 He has been active in supporting the Merton Sickle   

 Cell and Thalassaemia Group. This offers  

 information and assistance to those suffering from the  

 inherited blood disorders, which are particularly  

 common amongst those from Africa and the  

 Caribbean. As Mayor of Merton 2007-8, John raised  

 £18,000 for the group and also helped to support the  

 work of Deen City Farm.  
 

 Councillor Dehaney also served as Deputy Mayor in  

 2016-17. 

 

 



 
   

 Councillor David Chung. 

 Born in Guyana, David was educated at  

 Queen’s College, Georgetown and held in high regard,   

 both as Senior prefect and captain of the football team.    

 He holds a number of graduate and postgraduate  

 qualifications, including  MSc and M. Ed. 
 

 David moved to the UK in 1965 and has lived in Merton  

 since 1982. He has had a lengthy career in education,  

 both in the UK and abroad, as well as being a  

 community activist.   
 

 A Labour councillor for the Longthornton ward of   

 Mitcham since 2002,David is actively involved in public  

 health and wellbeing. He has served  on the Healthier  

 Communities and Older People Overview and Scrutiny  

 panel, as well as Mitcham Community Forum and the 

 Planning Applications Committee. He is also keen to  

 address issues of climate change. 
 

 As Mayor of Merton 2015-16 he famously swam more  

 than 100 lengths of the Canons Leisure Centre pool, to  

 raise money for the Merton Centre for Independent  

 Living and Friends in St. Helier. This was despite being  

 a wheelchair user with a prosthetic leg. 



 

 “As a resident for many years, it will be a very proud moment for me and my  

 family at the annual council meeting when I officially take on the role of first  

 citizen of the borough and follow in the footsteps of many great Mayors  

 before me.”  
Councillor David Chung, on being elected Mayor of Merton in 2015. 

 

 “Local governments are at the forefront of taking measures to reduce climate   

 change and mitigate its potential catastrophic impact on local communities  

 around the world...As the Mayor of Merton, I want to raise awareness of 

 what each and everyone of us can do to stop the unnecessary death and  

 disease that climate change is already causing in developing countries, and  

 to protect our own future generations....”  
 

Councillor David Chung, speaking at the Environmental Sub Group meeting, February 2016 



 

 “While growing up as a young boy in Jamaica, I never dreamed I would  

 achieve this great accolade. I am extremely proud to be the Mayor of Merton  

 and intend to serve it with distinction.”  
 

Councillor John Dehaney, speaking after being confirmed as Mayor of Merton, 2007 

 

 “Several people commented on the fact that I was doing the job when I’m  

 disabled. It’s surprising that people don’t have a sense of a disabled person  

 and what he or she can do. They can do anything that anyone else can do.”  
 

Councillor David Chung, commenting on his role as Mayor of Merton, 2015-16 



 
  

 

 Councillor Brenda Fraser. 

 Born in Jamaica, Brenda moved to the UK as a child in   

 1965 and has lived in Mitcham for much of her life. 
 

 Well known for her community work, she has been as  

 Open University lecturer in health, in addition to  

 spending many years in the public sector and working  

 for the police. She has also worked as a Magistrate  

 and on the board of South Thames College. 
 

 A Labour councillor for the Longthornton ward since  

 2010, Brenda has served on the South West London  

 and Surrey Joint Health Overview and Scrutiny  

 Committee, in addition to the Standards and  

 General Purposes Committee and the Sustainable  

 Communities Overview and Scrutiny Panel. 
 

 In 2016 she became the first Jamaican woman to be  

 appointed as Mayor of Merton. She described the 

 mayor-making ceremony as a big family celebration,   

 with relatives, including an 88 year old uncle, flying in  

 from America and Jamaica to watch the event. 
 

 During her Mayoral year, Brenda raised thousands of  

 pounds for Age UK Merton and the Avanti Club which  

 supports people with mental health difficulties.  

The Mayor of Merton, pictured with a young  

fundraiser at the Merton Community Awards, 2016 



 

 “I’m someone who isn’t scared of work. I want to put Merton even more on  

 the map, and I want to put Longthornton on the map. I have worked very  

 hard. Getting made mayor is the loveliest feeling, it’s the icing on the cake  

 and it’s a huge honour to be the first person of a borough.” 
 

Councillor Brenda Fraser, on becoming Mayor of Merton in 2016. 



  

 

 
  

 Councillor Stan Anderson. 

 Born in Jamaica, Stan has been a Merton councillor since  

 2010. He was initially a Labour councillor for the St. Helier   

 ward but now represents the adjacent Lower Morden ward. 

 

 Stan sits on the council’s Licensing Committee, in addition  

 to the Merton & Sutton Joint Cemetery Board and the  

 Standards and General Purposes Committee. 

 In 2017-18 he was Deputy Mayor of Merton, supporting  

 Councillor Brenda Fraser during her term as Mayor. 
 

 Councillor Anderson has a particular commitment to public  

 health and meeting the needs of elderly and vulnerable  

 residents in Merton. He has campaigned vigorously to  

 safeguard maternity, accident and emergency provision at  

 St. Helier Hospital - services which have been threatened  

 with closure in recent years. This cause has great personal  

 meaning to him, not least as his wife Jennifer received   

 vital treatment at the hospital, following a heart attack. 

 

 



  

 

 

 Councillor Marsie Skeete. 

 Marsie’s family come from Guyana and she works as  

 an English teacher in HMP High Down Prison in  

 Belmont.  

 

 She has been a councillor for the Longthornton ward  

 since 2014 and has served on the Children and  

 Young People Overview Scrutiny Panel and the  

 Licensing Committee. 

 

 In 2017-18 Marsie became the first Guyanese woman  

 to hold the office of Mayor of Merton. During this time  

 she she raised £12,000 for the Commonside Trust  

 and Mencap. She also supported several other local  

 organisatons, from Merton & Morden Guild and  

 Christian Care, to BAME Voice, the West Indian  

 Families & Friends Association and the Voyager Club  

 for people with learning difficulties. 



  Councillor Joan Henry. 

 Joan was born in 1954 in Thornton District, 

 St. Thomas, Jamaica. Like many members of  

 the Windrush Generation, her parents moved  

 to England in 1959, in search of new  

 opportunities to support their family. 

 Joan was left in the care of her grandparents  

 and older siblings. 
 

 She moved to England in 1979 with her three  

 children, settling in Tooting Bec with her  

 parents. Joan worked at St. George’s hospital,  

 Tooting and Bolingbroke Hospital, Battersea. 
 

 A Labour councillor for Pollards Hill since 2014, 

 Joan has always been proactive in her role.  

 Taking pains to assist local people, she is  

 active in supporting a number of Merton  

 organisations, from the Mitcham Commons  

 Conservators, to the Accoutre Centre for  

 Learning and Hadley Road Community  

 Allotment. As Mayor of Merton 2022-23, she  

 is determined to promote, community  

 togetherness, empowerment and the needs of  

 young people. 

Councillor Joan Henry 

Mayor Merton 2022-23 



 

 The way in which our community has pulled together to support  

 each other through the pandemic has been truly inspirational and I  

 want to help harness our strong sense of community spirit during the  

 coming year.   

 This is why I have dedicated my mayoralty to community togetherness  

 and also to working in partnership with organisations across Merton  

 to do all I can to help empower our young people to realise their full   

 potential. This has never been more important, as many of the  

 opportunities previously available to them have been curtailed by  

 COVID-19, just as they prepare to make their way out into the world. 

 

                                                                              Councillor Joan Henry, Mayor of Merton, May 2022 


