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ST. TERESA’S MATERNITY HOSPITAL 
 



 

 St.Teresa’s Hospital, The Downs, Wimbledon. 

 This picture shows the original private hospital, opened in 1938 to offer post-operative care for women with   

 cancer and advanced heart disease. It was founded by the Mother Superior of the nearby convent of  

 St. Anne –  she had used £17,000 of her own fortune to found both the convent and the convalescent  

 home, acting as its first matron.  



 

 Preparing for surgery – one of the unpaid nursing assistants at St.Teresa’s Hospital, c.1965 

 Despite being run by Catholic nuns, the hospital patients were admitted on a non-denominational basis and  

 included many people of limited means, referred from London hospitals such as St. Bartholomew’s and the  

 Royal Free. Throughout World War II, St. Teresa’s cared for  women and children with varying conditions in  

 addition to existing cancer patients. 



 

 Welcoming another happy arrival at St.Teresa’s Maternity Hospital, 1969 

 When the original funding ran out in 1950, the Ministry of Health awarded a £5000 capital grant to convert  
 the hospital into a maternity service with extended buildings. St.Teresa’s Maternity Hospital was opened by  
 Sir William Gilliat, the Queen’s gynaecologist in 1951. It was now a 40 bed facility with 6 wards. 20 beds  
 were contracted for the NHS South West Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board  - there were also 3 private  
 wards and 4 private rooms for fee-paying patients. The hospital staff included 8 midwives, 1 SRN,  
 3  Assistant nurses and 3 nuns acting in assistant nursing roles. 



 

 Cyril Brophy, senior doctor at St.Teresa’s Hospital 1939 - 50 

 St. Teresa’s was unusual in that it cared both for young unmarried mothers with no means of support and  

 wealthy private clients. The standard of care was heartily praised by Aneurin Bevin, founder of the NHS. 

 There were 3 major extensions to the hospital during the 1950s, allowing for new operating theatres, staff  

 training, crèche facilities, offices and larger wards. The NHS paid 80% of costs and the rest were covered  

 through bequests, donations and the fees charged for private rooms. In 1958 a new outpatients department   

 was added, plus space for a variety of baby clinics. 



 

 St.Teresa’s Maternity Hospital, The Downs, Wimbledon, c.1977 

 In 1967 the withdrawal of regional health funding prompted some 35,000 protestors to sign a petition and a 

“march of prams” was sent to Downing Street. The hospital refused the option to switch to geriatric care due  

 to the cost of converting the building and after a few years, supported by a league or friends, the hospital  

 closed in 1986. The buildings were demolished and replaced by housing known as Southridge Place. 


