
 
 

PHIPPS BRIDGE  
 

 The name Phipps possibly derives from the old English word ‘Pipe’ meaning a small stream. The first mention of   
 ‘Pypesbrige’ was in 1535, and other variations in spelling include Pyppisbrigg, Puppes, Pypes and Pippes Bridge.   
 
 There is evidence of a Roman settlement here as coins, building materials and burial sites have been excavated in the     
 area. Merton Priory owned substantial amounts of land in the Phipps Bridge area, and in 1275 a watermill ‘Pippesmoln’  
 was purchased by the Priory. The original bridge would most probably have been erected by Merton Priory to allow for a  
 crossing point over the River Wandle. 
 
 In medieval times, the water-meadows (or Meades) around Phipps Bridge were not suitable for permanent dwellings or   
 cultivation due to the possible risks of flooding and the high water table. They were used instead for grazing or fodder.     
 Reeds for thatching and rushes for floor coverings would also have been gathered from the riverside. 
 
 Due to the proximity of the River Wandle, from the 13

th
 Century the area was utilised for riverside textile industries.  

 Calico bleaching and silk printing were introduced by Huguenot refugees, who held the necessary techniques and skills.  
 
 The meadows bordering the river were used as ‘crofting’ grounds where bleachers would prepare linens for local printing   
 works, steeping the cloth in potash lye and spreading them over the grounds to be exposed to the sunlight. The grounds  
 were kept wet using water from ditches fed by the river, scooped up with long handled ladles.  
 
 William Asprey (who founded the luxury jewellery store at Bond Street) established a silk printing works here in the 1761.    
 
 Bunce’s Meadow (formerly known as Nelson’s Fields) was one of the main bleaching grounds.  The course of the river   
 around Phipps Bridge has been diverted at times to suit various industries, such as Rucker’s New ‘Cutt’ which served to  
 improve the supply of water to his bleaching grounds on Grove Fields. 
 
 The popular Deen City farm now occupies part of Bunce’s Meadow, whilst new social housing( built in the 1960’s) is known  
 as the Phipps Bridge Housing Estate, so preserving the historic name of the area. 
 



 

Map of the Phipps Bridge area pinpointing the historical 
sites of interest. 
 
Bunce’s Meadow 
Deen City Farm 
Everett’s Place 
Grove Field 
Harland’s Paint & Varnish Works 
Littler’s Close 
Merton Priory  
Romano-British burial sites 
Steam Washing Factory 
Wandle Villa 
 



 

Phipps Bridge from an Edwardian Postcard 

Note the small boy lying on his front - probably fishing for ‘tiddlers’. 



 

   
Around the time of the First World War, Bunce’s Meadow attracted the “local toughs” as it became a  
venue for illicit gambling and bare knuckle prize fighting.  With the combination of unsavoury characters 
and the bad language used, for many years Phipps Bridge had the reputation of being a rough area. 
 



 

William Harland & Son Ltd was one of the earliest manufacturers in the area. Established in 1841, they 
produced high quality paint and varnish using rosins, gums and turpentine from all over the world.   
Other works followed and by 1965 there were no fewer than sixteen manufacturers of paint and varnish 
in the district.   
Harland’s remained in production until the mid 1960’s when it finally closed. 

( Picture: Merton Historical Society ) 



         
 
 
 

  

HOMEFIELD 

Built at Phipps Bridge in the 186os for 

Robert Harland. 

HOMEFIELD HOUSING ESTATE 

( Seen from Phipps Bridge ) 

Site of Grove Field. 

William Harland and his family lived at Grove Cottage, Phipps Bridge in 1841, and established his factory 
in the grounds of the house.   
 
In the 1860’s, Robert Harland built the impressive Victorian gothic style house “Homefield” overlooking 
the River Wandle. The house survived until the 1930’s when it was demolished and the site redeveloped 
for a new housing estate. 
 



 

The London Patent Steam Washing Factory at Phipps Bridge was built around 1825 by John Tyrrell.  
Textiles such as calico, had been prepared on bleaching grounds around Phipps Bridge.  
Chemicals had now replaced the traditional method of whitening in the sun, so steam washing was  
required to remove all traces of bleach from the printed material.   
 
Unfortunately, print works in the Wandle area were in decline by this time, so the factory failed and 
Tyrrell was declared bankrupt after only two years.  The building was used as a block printing factory, 
and later as a stocking factory employing a large number of women, before falling vacant in 1853. 
 



 

The River Wandle near Phipps Bridge - 1915 
 
Locals from Mitcham and further afield used the       
riverside for family picnics and Sunday afternoon 
walks.  Fishing was also a popular pastime. 
 
 

Merton Priory Wall at Phipps Bridge - 1914 
 
The Priory owned a substantial amount of land in the 
Phipps Bridge area until the Dissolution of the     
Monasteries, when the land reverted into private 
hands. 
 



 

 
 
 

This weather boarded cottage near Phipps Bridge 
was commonly known as Littler’s Cottage, but has 
also been known as White Cottage and The Nook. 
It was finally demolished in 1961. 
 
Edmund Littler owned a textile printing works at 
Abbey Mills, supplying silks to Liberty’s of London. 
 

 

Rats Castle was a weather boarded house situated at 
the end of Phipps Bridge Road (now Liberty Avenue).  
It was originally used for the textile industry, but later 
became a confectionery shop, and then a Lipton’s tea 
room. 
 
It was so named because of its derelict state and was 
finally demolished in 1961.  
 



 

 
 

Wandle Villa was built around 1788 at Phipps Bridge 
by John Rucker who owned printing works and 
bleaching grounds nearby.   
 
Gilliat Hatfeild also lived at the house before buying 
Morden Hall Park from the Garth family. The house is 
now a private residence but is owned by the National 
Trust. 
 

 Everett’s Place on Phipps Bridge Road is a group   
 of cottages built in 1800’s.  One of the original  
 cottages was a beer house known as  
 ‘The Running Horses’.  The end cottage was  
 showing signs of settlement so an additional  
 building was constructed at a later date, to act  
 as a buttress.  This building took the form of a flint   
 tower, and looks like an English folly.  
 The cottages are now owned by the National Trust. 


