
 

Pollards Hill : Did You Know…?

Aspects of Mitcham history. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Featuring images from the collections  

of Merton Heritage Service. 
( Please note: the content of this display is the copyright of London Borough of Merton. ) 

 



 

 View south-west from Pollards Hill. 

 Pollards Hill straddles the boroughs of Merton and Croydon. The hill itself is the highest part of Norbury and   

 offers clear views over a wide area. Prehistoric settlers would have valued this high vantage point as it  

 allowed them to search the surrounding land both for game and potential attackers. It is thought that an  

 early observation post stood on the top of the hill - surviving earthworks suggest the presence of a small  

 Prehistoric fort. Roman coins have also been found in this area. 



 

( Left ) Woodland in the Pollards Hill area. ( Right ) a line of “pollarded” trees. 

During the Medieval period, much of the Pollards Hill area was part of the great North Wood. Timber was an 

important resource during this period, both for fuel, as a building material and for making tools. 

In the Middle Ages many oak trees in this area would have been “pollarded” - the top section was cut off 

stimulating the tree to grow more dense branches. These were then used for everything from fencing to 

making houses and household goods. This pollarding process is thought to have given the ”Pollards Hill”  

area its name. 



  

 

The White Lion of Mortimer. 

In Medieval times the Pollards Hill area belonged to 

the manor of Benchesham or Bensham.  

The main tenant was John de Mortimer, whose family 

were made barons by King Edward I in the 13th  

century. ( The “White Lion of Mortimer” pub at  

Fair Green features the family’s coat of arms. ) 

 

Records show that John was required to attend the  

Archbishop’s Court at Croydon every three weeks. 

 

Mortimer’s manor including a dwelling house with  

outbuildings, plus an enclosed area of seven acres  

including a mound and ditch. He also owned 51 acres 

of land in South Pollards Hill for growing crops,  

a further 60 acres in North Pollards Hill, plus 90 acres 

in Grandon. ( Grandon Heath was the former name of 

Thornton Heath. )  

 

 



 Sir Nicholas Carew ( 1496 - 1539 ) 

The Carew family of Beddington were given 

the manor of Norbury ( including Pollards Hill ) 

by King Edward III in 1391. 
 

The last member of the family to own the 

manor was Sir Nicholas Carew, a courtier,  

diplomat and close friend of Henry VIII. ( He 

was also related to Anne Boleyn. ) 
 

Said to be fearless and skilled at jousting, 

Nicholas held many important court roles  

including Master of the Horse and Master of 

the Forests ( caring for the King’s property. ) 

He was also High Sheriff of Surrey from 1519 

and represented the king during diplomatic 

missions to France. 
 

Nicholas provoked jealousy and anger 

amongst other courtiers, who felt he had too 

much influence over King Henry. His loyalty to  

Queen Catherine of Aragon and her daughter, 

Princess Mary, eventually led to him being 

found guilty of treason. He was beheaded in 

1539. 

 



  

 

Bess Throckmorton 

The granddaughter of Sir Nicholas Carew, Bess was a 

lady-in-waiting to Elizabeth I. She risked the Queen’s 

anger by secretly marrying royal favourite and  

explorer, Sir Walter Raleigh in 1591. 

Bess’s father, Sir Nicholas Throckmorton is said to 

have given them property in Mitcham as part of their 

marriage settlement. This is thought to have been  

near the Fair Green and Eagle House, London Road. 

 

By the 16th century the Carew family were once again 

owners of the manor of Norbury ( including Pollards 

Hill. ) The estate was finally sold to William Goldsmith  

during the 18th century, when Charles Carew fell into 

debt. 



 

 

 

An 18th century highwayman. 

Between 1700 and 1800 much of the  

Pollards area was cleared of woodland and 

became open scrub or farmland. 

 

The area was fairly desolate and there was 

little in the way of security patrols.  

Riders and horse-drawn vehicles passing 

through the district risked being robbed by 

highwaymen. In 1749 an early form of police 

force - the Bow Street Runners—was formed.  

A branch is known to have been set up in  

Colliers Wood/Mitcham, to tackle the problem 

of crimes including highway robbery.  



 

Farm labourers from John Jakson & Co. harvesting lavender, c.1905. 

During Victorian times the Watney family leased New Barns Farm to James Arthur a leading herb grower. 

His fields of herbs and aromatic plants including lavender, peppermint, chamomile and damask rose were 

used for making perfumes and tonic medicines. Local fields must have been particularly colourful in summer 

and the air would have been heavy with scent. There is said to have been a herbal  distillery at the farm and 

just before World War 1 the French firm of Jakson & Co was producing lavender and mint oils. 



 

South Lodge - the farmhouse at New Barns or Galpins Farm. 

When Daniel Watney occupied the farm, he modernised and enlarged the farmhouse to form a typical  

Victorian gentleman’s residence. The house was at the centre of a sporting estate until 1899, when it was 

leased to a Bermondsey contractor, Thomas Elliott. Following the death of owner, John Watney, in 1905, 

South Lodge and 100 acres of farmland were sold to Tooting Bec Golf Club. South Lodge became the club 

house and the golf links covered 200 acres of land extending to Pollards Hill. 



 

Entrance to Tooting Bec Golf Club, 1915 ( now the junction of Commonside East and Watneys Rd. ) 

From 1905 the Golf Club cleared Pollards Hill Wood to make way for more golf links. The club was not a  

financial success and in the early 1920s was replaced by the smaller, short-lived Pollards Hill Golf Club.  

The remainder of the land was sold for housing. Development in this area was slow due to its isolation from 

the centre of Mitcham and its distance from the railway line. 



 

Streatham Jewish Cemetery, Rowan Road, Mitcham 

Mitcham Little Wood disappeared soon during World War I to make way for the Streatham Jewish  

Cemetery in Rowan Road. This was founded in 1915 and opened by the West End Chesed V'emith Burial 

Society. Most of those buried here were eastern European Jews who settled in London’s Soho. They in-

clude tailors, cabinet-makers and shopkeepers.  



 

Manor Way, c.1929. 

Some of the first houses in Pollards Hill were built in 1866, however the greatest need occurred after 

World War I. Under the “Homes fit for Heroes” initiative much of the remaining farmland on  

Commonside East was sold for development. During the interwar years housing was constructed in  

Manor Road, Manor Way and Sherwood Park Road. The area between Sherwood Park and Chestnut Grove 

was also developed using former meadow belonging to New Barns Farm. 

As was common practice, the houses were built first, communities and local authorities were then  left to 

surface the roads. These were initially little more than dirt tracks, often reduced to a quagmire by rain. 



 

Post-war construction in Pollards Hill. 

In the 1950s Mitcham Borough Council built new housing in the form of six-storey maisonette blocks,  

starting with Westmorland Square in 1950 and finishing with Bovingdon Square in 1956. Further two storey 

prefabs were also added in roads such as Chestnut Grove and Carisbrooke Road. 



 

Newly constructed maisonette blocks, Pollards Hill estate, 1950s. 

This type of high rise housing was still fairly new in Mitcham. By the standards of the day, the flats were 

built in record time and allowed the council to house more people within a finite space by building upwards, 

rather than outwards. 



 

Later development on the Pollards Hill Estate. 

Many of the local prefabs were demolished during the 1960s. Between 1967 and 1971 a new high-density, 

low-rise scheme was introduced, designed by London Borough of Merton architect, P J Whittle. A  branch 

library and community centre were also included into the estate design, which was given a design award 



 

The first Pollards Hill Library. 

Located in Recreation Close ( now Recreation Eay, ) this was opened by the Mayor of Mitcham in 1948.  

Intended as a temporary building, it was actually in use for 20 years. 



 

The new Pollards Hill Library. 

Built at the same time as the community centre and low-rose development, designed by P J Whittle, this 

opened in South Lodge Avenue in June 1970. It was replaced by the current multi-million pound library, 

( complete with I T suite and meetings rooms, ) in 2009. 



 

The Pollard Oak, Chestnut Grove. 

A prefab pub had been serving the people of Pollards Hill since 1948 but the building shown here was 

opened by the Mayor of Mitcham, Alderman David Chalkley, in 1959. It contained three separate bars and 

was run by Mrs. Lilian Esgen. Later renamed the “Oak and Acorn” it was finally demolished in 2001. 



 
 

 

 

 

Pollards Hill Baptist Church. 

Proceeds from the sale of Wynne Road 

Church, Brixton, helped to pay for the purchase 

of this site in 1938. The original church, opened 

in 1940 and was effectively one open hall. 

 

The first pastor, Reverend G Pickering, was  

appointed in 1942.  

 

A new extension scheme was planned and 

completed in 1956 at a cost of £8000, including 

a new building for the Sunday school and youth 

work. 



 

Church of the Ascension, Sherwood Park Road. 

A parish hall was constructed here during the 1930s and dedicated by the Bishop of Southwark in 1936. 

This was replaced by the current building, which was consecrated in 1952. Construction of this church  

finally made Pollards Hill a parish in its own right. 



 

Sherwood Park School, Abbotts Avenue, 1950. 

A “temporary” school was built on the site c.1923 but this was damaged by wartime bombing  and the  

building was then used as a restaurant until 1948. A newly refurbished and enlarged school opened here in 

May 1950. This photo shows the class teacher, Miss. Butterworth. 



 

Opening of the new swimming pool at Alfred Mizen Primary, 1961. 

Built in the mid 1930s, the school was named after Alfred Mizen, whose family were successful market  

gardeners in the Eastfields area of Mitcham from the mid 19th century to the late 1950s.  The Mizen  

brothers were amongst Mitcham’s largest employers and also served as local councillors and JPs. 

This school amalgamated with Greenwood First School in 2002 to form what is now better known as  

Garden Primary. 



 

A cookery class at William Morris Middle School, Recreation Way, 1970s. 

The school was named after the famous Socialist, artist and designer, whose business premises were at 

Merton Abbey, Colliers Wood. The original purpose-built school had enviable modern facilities compared to 

many local schools and opened in 1973. Sadly 80% of the building was destroyed by fire in 1993. 

The current school was finally opened in January 1995. 



 

The choir at Rowan County Secondary School for Girls, 1962. 

This school opened in 1930 as Rowan Road County Secondary and originally educated both boys and girls. 

Separate girls’ and boys’ departments were created in the early 1950s, however by the 1960s the building 

had become a girls’ school. It finally closed in 2002 and the site was developed. 



 

Students from St. Mark’s Academy, Acacia Road, Mitcham. 

This school originated as Eastfields High School for Boys, opened during the 1960's on land formerly  

occupied by the Mizen Bros. nursery. ( This was situated next to Pain’s Fireworks factory and the original 

Eastfields level crossing.)  In 2002 the school became co-educational, merging with Rowan High School for 

Girls to become Mitcham Vale High School.  In 2006 the school acquired academy status and is now more 

familiar as St Mark’s Academy.  


