
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morden Heritage: Part 2. 

Images of the Morden area from the  

Merton Heritage collection. 



The George Inn, London Road, Morden, c.1926. 

A pub is known to have stood on this site since the 16th century. The George alehouse was a timber building 

with stables at the rear. The pub may originally have been called The George & Dragon and served as a  

coaching inn for those travelling to and from Epsom. The building underwent major refurbishment during the 

1930s, when landlord, Fred Langley, added a lounge and saloon bars, together with an Art Deco luncheon 

room. The George is now part of the successful Harvester restaurant chain. 



Central Road, Morden c.1915. 

The Plough inn, shown here, was a Victorian building and famously advertised accommodation and tea for 

passing cyclists. The pub was demolished in the early 1930s and in 1934 was replaced by the Morden Tavern, 

which stood on the opposite side of the road. The Post Office in the foreground was run by Fannie Adam.  

Her pet parrot kept customers entertained, calling “Shop!” whenever it heard the bell on the shop door.  



The Elizabeth Gardiner School, Central Road, Morden. 

The first school in the local area, this building was funded through the will of Elizabeth, ( daughter of  

George Garth, ) whose family owned the manor of Morden. She left £300 towards free schooling for poor  

children of the parish. The school opened in 1731 and was extended in 1872 and 1889. It held up to 190  

children, who were educated in one central room. From 1910, this building served as the parish hall. 



Morden Council School ( now Morden Primary, ) London Road, Morden, c.1920. 

As the population of Morden grew, so new facilities were needed. This school was built in 1910 to replace the 

overcrowded Elizabeth Gardiner School in Central Road. The new building could accommodate 300 children 

and was run by Headmaster, Joseph Rewcastle, who was known for his strictness. ( He also worked as clerk 

and assistant overseer to the parish council, with responsibility for collecting local taxes. ) His wife ran the  

infants department at the school. 

This picture shows the school on Empire Day ( 25 May, ) a nationwide event which traditionally celebrated the 

history and achievements of the British Empire. 



Willows, Central Road, Morden, pictured during the interwar years. 

As the population of the new St. Helier estate increased, so did the demand for schools. Ten sites were  

allocated and the schools were initially given numbers rather than names. One of the first to open was  

No. 1 school in Central Road. Later known as Willows, it cost £44,438 and opened in 1930. The large  

building housed a mixed infants and junior school on the ground floor, with a central school for girls on the 

upper floors. In 1969 the building became Willows High School for Girls and was then converted to form  

Merton Sixth Form Centre ( Merton College ) in 1989. The building was demolished in 2007 and replaced by  

flats. 



Infants class at No. 2 School, Canterbury Road, St. Helier Estate, 1931. 

Built between 1930 and 1931, this housed junior mixed infants on the ground floor, with a boys’ school on the 

upper floor. Canterbury Road School finally closed in 1990 and became part of a professional development  

complex. The Canterbury Centre now houses support services for excluded children and students with special 

needs, in addition to the Traveller Education Service.  



A boys’ class from Poplar Road County Primary School, c.1935. 

The school opened in May 1932 on land formerly occupied by allotments and a pig farm. Mixed infants were 

taught in large, rather stark classrooms, where the children sat at long desks. This picture is thought to show 

a class from the Boys’ school, which was based in the upper section of the building. The wearing of school  

uniform seems to have been rather mixed but all the boys were expected to look smart and wear a tie. 

Many schools at this time had a uniform cap, socks, tie and or a badge that was sewn on to a blazer. 



Extension blocks at Garth High School, Lilleshall Road, Morden, 1972. 

No. 3 school on the St. Helier estate, the original building was constructed on land formerly occupied by the 

Catherine Gladstone Convalescent Home. The school opened in the 1930s and was named after the Garth 

family, who owned the manor of Morden from 1554 to 1870. It initially housed junior mixed infants classes 

and a boys school, but later became Garth High School. During the 1980s the school suffered mixed  

academic results and was described as failing. During the 1990s it was transformed, first as Watermeads 

School in 1995 and then Bishopsford High School c.2000. Part of the Harris Federation since 2012, the 

school now prides itself on its improving academic achievements. 



Museum of London archaeologists clearing earth from a section of Stane Street. 

In ancient Britain, land travel was restricted to ancient grass pathways and dust-tracks. The invading Roman 

army built a network of roads, speeding the movement of troops and military supplies. Built c.76AD,  

Stane Street was a major Roman road linking London to Chichester. Initially strategic, the road was ultimately 

a trade route. 



 

Archaeologist, Dave Saxby, inspects 

a soil section during an excavation 

searching for surviving sections of 

Stane Street. 

The road is thought to have run across 

Lower Morden Lane and west through 

Morden Park, before passing through 

Morden Hall Park and under the current 

Civic Centre to Kenley Rd. From there it 

crossed Phipps Bridge on route to the 

Merton Abbey area, where it is thought 

to have forded the Wandle. It then  

appears to have followed the line of  

Colliers Wood High Street to Tooting, 

Balham, Clapham and on towards  

London Bridge. 

 

Archaeologists suspect that there were 

posting stations, signal camps, villas and 

toll points along the route. 



The snuff mills at Morden Hall. 

During the 18th and 19th centuries, watermills along the River Wandle ground tobacco leaves into snuff. 

Snorted up the nose, this fine powder was said to clear the head and it enjoyed great popularity. A snuff mill 

has been operating from this site since the 1750s but the west mill dates from 1830. By 1845 both mills were 

leased to the London-based Taddy & Co, under the management of the Hatfeild family. In 1872 their industrial 

fortune enabled them to buy the manor of Morden from its long-standing owners, the Garth family. 



Ravensbury Mill, near Wandle Road, Morden. 

A snuff mill has stood on this site for centuries but the current building dates from c.1804. During the Victorian 

age, it was run by Rutter & Co. who later specialised in pipe and cigarette tobacco. The firm closed in 1925 

and the mill was converted to manufacture rubber cords from chest expenders, to arrestor gear for aircraft  

carriers. In recent years flats have been built on part of the former mill complex. The mill building survives and 

local people have sought to turn it into a museum - sadly this is yet to happen. 



The site, off London Road, chosen for the construction of Morden Underground Station, c.1925. 

Even by the 1920s Morden was still a small, largely rural part of Surrey. However the extension of the City 

and South London [ Underground ] Railway was to have a dramatic impact on development in the area. 

The hoardings shown, far left, advertised the impending arrival of the new railway and seem to have attracted 

the interest of passengers on the upper deck of a passing bus ( just visible in this photograph. ) 

The Underground line was finally extended in 1926, with new Art Deco stations opened at Colliers Wood,  

South Wimbledon and Morden. 



Morden Underground Station, c.1932. 

Designed by Charles Holden, the station combined a central foyer flanked by small shops and offices. By the 

early 1930s these retail outlets included a newsagent, florist, bank, tobacconist, greengrocer, hairdresser, a 

bakery and shops selling household goods. The local bus terminus was next to the station. 



Morden Station, pictured during the 1990s. 

The station is now the start or end point for over 10 million journeys each year. The original Art Deco façade 

is dominated by the upper offices of Apollo and Athena House, added during the 1960s. Today buses only 

stop directly alongside the station and adjoining pavement - however as this picture shows, there were once  

stops at the outer edge of the bus pull-in area. 



Morden cinema, Aberconway Road, Morden. 

Opened in December 1932, this was originally an independent cinema but joined the Odeon chain in 1937. 

In addition to the main screen, there was also a stage area for cabaret acts, a plush foyer and a 

popular tearoom, which later housed a dance class. In its heyday the cinema could seat 1700 people. 



The Odeon cinema, Morden, pictured during the 1960s. 

By this stage in its history the cinema was starting to face competition from television. Feature length Disney 

cartoons, musicals and popular comedies such as the “Carry On” series still attracted large audiences but 

these were challenging times for the Odeon chain. The Morden cinema finally closed in 1973 and was turned 

into a DIY store. This was demolished during the 1990s and the site is now occupied by an Iceland frozen 

food store. 



Groundsmen tending the greens at Morden Recreation Ground, c.1935 

The original recreation ground opened in 1913 on land given to the people of Morden by Gilliat Edward  

Hatfeild, then lord of the manor. Proceeds from its sale allowed the purchase of a plot south of Central Rd,  

formerly part of Lodge Farm. This new park was opened in 1926 by Hugh Campbell Rutter J P, a local  

councillor and owner of Ravensbury Mill. 



The official opening of Ravensbury Park, Morden, 1930. 

Once part of the estate belonging to famous engineer, George Parker Bidder, the land was later purchased by 

the Urban District Councils of Mitcham, Merton & Morden. The park was opened by George Lansbury M.P, 

Commissioner of Works ( grandfather of actress Angela Lansbury. ) It boasted rustic fencing, flower gardens 

and boats could be hired for use on the old mill pond. For many years the park was also the site of the annual  

November 5th firework displays. 



The Baitul Futuh Mosque, London Road, Morden - the largest mosque in Western Europe. 

This striking building is a focal point for the Ahmadiyya Muslim community. Built on a 5.2 acre site, formerly  

occupied by United Dairies, the mosque was largely financed by donations. It was inaugurated in October 

2003 by Hadrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad, Supreme Head of the Ahmadiyya Community. The Mosque itself 

holds 4000 people, with space for a further 6500 in the surrounding complex. 



St Lawrence’s Church, London Road, Morden. 

A church has stood on this site since Saxon times and a stone building had been erected by 1205. 

Much of the current church dates from 1636 – brick facings, new windows and new brick tower were added to 

the old footings. The interior retains many fine period features, including carvings, memorials and ancient 

markers.  



Morden Lodge, Morden Hall Road. 

Built c.1810, this house replaced the original Morden Lodge constructed for ill-fated Jewish financier  

Abraham Goldsmid. A key financial backer during the Napoleonic War, he killed himself, believing that the 

Government would default on a loan, so causing his ruin. In 1859, the second Lodge was briefly home to 

General Daniel Lysons, a hero of the Crimean War. His son, Henry was born here and 20 years later received  

the Victoria Cross for his courageous actions during the Zulu War of 1879. 



Lieutenant Henry Lysons, V C, 2nd Battalion, 90th Regiment of Foot,. 

In 1879 there was a fierce war between the forces of the British Empire and the Zulu Kingdom for control of  

Zulu territory in southern Africa. British forces had superior military technology but were heavily outnumbered by 

Zulu warriors who fought with great courage and determination. During fighting in March 1879, Henry Lysons 

helped to force Zulu warriors from a system of cave defences in order to rescue a dying British officer, 

Captain Campbell of the Coldstream Guards. For this courageous action, he was awarded the Victoria Cross. 



British singer, song-writer and music producer Sisay Sampha. 

Born in Morden in 1988, Sampha was introduced to music by learning to play the family piano and listening to 

records given to him by his siblings. As a teenager he grew interested in music production, sharing a home  

studio with his older brother. In 2007 he got a major career break after meeting London music producer Kwes  

through his work on Myspace.com.  Working with the Young Turks recording label, Sampha has developed a 

reputation for soul, electronic and R & B music. He has collaborated with many famous artists including 

Drake, Kanye West and Jessie Ware. 



Actor, George Cole. 

Although born in Tooting c.1925, George was 

raised on the St. Helier estate by his grandparents. 

He was educated locally and was also a  

Morden scout.  

 

George gave his first stage performance in an  

amateur show at St. Helier Methodist Hall. As a 

teenage actor, he got his break as an understudy 

in a West End musical. This brought him into  

contact with veteran comedy star Alastair Sim, 

who guided George’s early career  and became  

something of a father figure. 

 

George’s first hit comedy “Laughter in Paradise” 

was made in 1951, He played a bank clerk who 

has to pretend to hold up his own bank in order to  

secure a family inheritance. George appeared in 

11 feature films, notably as the “spiv” character, 

Flash Harry in the “St. Trinian’s” films. He also 

enjoyed a successful T.V. career and was best 

known as loveable rogue, Arthur Daley, in 

“Minder.”  



 

Famous British Soprano, Amy Shuard. 

Born and raised on the St. Helier estate, Amy was 

the leading English soprano of the 1960s. She sang 

regularly at Covent Garden Opera House but also 

broadcast performances on the BBC.  She was  

known worldwide and performed at the Royal Albert 

Hall, the San Francisco Opera, the Grand Theatre 

Geneva and at opera houses in Marseilles and  

Buenos Aires. 

 

Amy was described as the best English dramatic  

soprano since her teacher, Dame Eva Turner.   

She made very few studio recordings and her career 

is best documented via live recordings. These show 

Shuard's artistry in some of her most famous roles, 

including Turandot, Brunnhilde, Isolde and Elektra. 

 



Morden’s own Indie rock band, The Good Shoes. 

After playing as a duo, singer Rhys Jones and guitarist Steve Leach, were joined in 2004 by Rhys’s brother 

Tom and Joel Cox. In addition to living locally, they had all attended Raynes Park High School together. 

After playing at an Artrocker club night in 2005, they were signed by Brille Records and started to get air play 

on Radio 1 and 6 Music. They topped the UK indie chart twice in 2007 and in 2008 toured with the  

Kaiser Chiefs and The Rakes. A number of their videos have featured landmarks from the local area, 

including their 2007 track “Morden.” 



Christopher Lee - star of Hammer horror classics, including a number of vampire films. 

Born in London in 1922, Christopher spent much of his early youth on the St. Helier estate. A character actor, 

singer and author, his career lasted 70 years. He is best known for playing villains and was particularly famous 

for his portrayal of Dracula, appearing in ten vampire films. He also starred as villain Scaramanga in the Bond 

film “The Man with the Golden Gun” and as Comte Rochefort in a series of 1970s films about the French  

Musketeers. In recent years, he found fame both as Count Dooku in Star Wars ( “Attack of the Clones” and 

“Revenge of the Sith,”) and as Saruman in Peter Jackson’s “Lord of the Rings” trilogy. 


