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 Morden Park House, c.1960. 

 The house was built c.1770 by distiller John Ewart,  who leased the site from the Garth family ( lords of the   

 manor of Morden. ) He lived there until 1780, then the property had several notable occupants  including  

 Thomas Conway, Commissioner for Excise ( 1781 – 85; ) Edward Majoribanks, a partner in Coutts bank   

 ( 1845 – 55 ) and Major General Sir William Erskine Baker, Military Secretary at the India Office ( 1871 –  

 75. ) The last private resident was Lady Eva Wemyss, daughter of the 2nd Earl of Cowley, who lived at  

 Morden Park from 1927 to 1930. In the 1930s, the house was briefly the headquarters for the local golf  

 club, before passing into local authority ownership in 1945. Used by various departments, it fell vacant  

 during the mid 1980s and became victim to both decay and vandalism. Morden Park House underwent  

 major refurbishment in 1998 –9, reopening as the Registry of Births, Marriages & Deaths in 2000. 



 

 A rural community at heart…homes on Lower Morden Lane, c.1900. 
 Morden remained a peaceful country backwater for much of its history. Initially consisting of tiny cottages  
 and outlying farms, the area underwent a radical transformation following the extension of the Northern  
 Line in 1926 



 

 A peaceful view of Central Road, Morden, c.1920. 
 One of the principal routes through the rural village of Morden, this road was much altered during the  
 interwar period, when the vast St Helier estate was built.  By 1940, Central Road could boast a grocer,  
 greengrocer, fishmonger, off-license, chemist, barber shop and hairdressers. Nevertheless, the area still  
 retained its peaceful charm, until the rapid increase of car ownership during the 1950s. 



 

 

 Local youngsters playing in Abbotsbury Road, St. Helier Estate, Morden, late 1930s. 
 These properties were built on land compulsorily purchased by the London County Council in 1929.  
 The road was designed to provide easy access to Morden Underground Station, from other parts of  
 St Helier estate.  
 Between 1926 and 1929, London County Council purchased 825 acres of farmland and open space, for   
 the construction of a large housing estate. The site lay under the control of three Urban District Councils:  
 Merton & Morden, Carshalton and Sutton. Building work progressed with amazing speed and by June 1 
 1936, 9068 homes were ready for occupation. 



 

 A local bread van delivering goods from door to door, Glastonbury Road, Morden, 1930s. 
 Many of the streets on the estate take their names from the great abbeys and monasteries of the British  
 isles, including Canterbury, Buckfast and Ely Road. This particular road takes its name from Glastonbury  
 Abbey in Somerset, ( founded in 700AD and seized by Henry VIII during the dissolution of the  
 monasteries, 1536 -9. )  



 

 The distinctive Art Deco development at Rose Hill, Morden, c.1940. 
 Designed by architect, Harry Weston, this structure is often described as the “Ocean Liner,” due to its  
 contemporary shape. Built at a cost of £100,000 during the early 1930s, the complex included 26 shops;  
 60 uniform five-room flats, with all mod cons, plus the Gaumont cinema, opened in 1937 by film star,  
 John Loder.  The complex survives although the shops have changed hands several times. The former  
 cinema is now a bingo hall. 



 

 Morden Park Pool, c.1970. 
 The local authority had faced demands for a public swimming pool from 1913 onwards, however  
 developments were halted by the pressures of world war and the Depression. The purpose built complex  
 shown here, was finally opened in 1967 by Lord Hunt, a famous mountaineer, who had successfully  
 climbed Everest in 1953. In recent years the pool became increasingly dilapidated and was no longer able  
 to meet the needs of its customers. In 2018 it was replaced by a large new leisure centre and pool facility  
 built on an adjacent site. 



 

 Rear view of the Grange, off Central Road, Morden. 
 Like Morden Hall, the Grange, ( previously known as Steel Hawes, ) was owned by Gilliat Edward Hatfeild.  
 In 1915, it was converted into a military hospital, with 34 beds. During the post-war era, the building  
 became a nursing home, which finally closed in 1964.  The house subsequently fell into disrepair and  
 remained vacant for a number of years ( apart from temporary occupation by squatters. ) During the 1990s  
 the building was refurbished and converted to office space for Courts Ltd. It is now the headquarters for  
 a local housing association. 



 

 The Plough, Central Road, Morden, c.1915. 
 The Plough famously advertised accommodation and tea for passing cyclists. The pub was demolished in  
 the early 1930s and replaced by the Morden Tavern, which stood on the opposite side of the road.  
 The Post Office shown here, picture left, was run by Fannie Adams, whose pet parrot was known to call  
 “shop!” whenever a customer entered the premises. Held in great affection by local residents, Fannie died  
 in 1941 and was buried at St. Lawrence’s churchyard. 



 

The Snuff Mills at Morden Hall Park. 

Snuff was ground at the small mill near Morden Hall from 1760 onwards. During the 1830s there were two 
snuff mills operating on either side of the water. The site was associated with the Polhill family for many 
years. During the 19th century the Hatfeild family amassed a large fortune from snuff milling at this site.  
In 1870 they purchased the Morden Hall estate from the Garth family. 
Snuff production finally ceased here n 1922, when industrial action in London led owner, Gilliat Edward  
Hatfeild to close the works. The two impressive waterwheels remained in place until 1968. 
The mill building now houses an Environmental Centre with public displays and a meeting room. 



 

 London Road, c.1910. 
 This shows the original Crown Inn, which was demolished and replaced by a much enlarged, mock Tudor  
 restaurant-bar complex in 1932. The site was cleared in 1960, to make way for Crown House, a curving  
 tower-block, which now holds the council offices. A new purpose-built bar, retaining the Crown name, was  
 added to the ground level perimeter of this development.  



 

 

 Morden Cinema, London Road, c.1933. 
 Opened in December 1932, this fine cinema, built in typical Art Deco style, was initially independent.  
 During the late 1930s, it became part of the giant Odeon chain, offering a changing programme of  
 cartoons, comic shorts, newsreels, musicals, westerns and thrillers. The auditorium included a stage area,  
 which was used for cabaret acts, awards ceremonies and talent shows, while the upper floor housed a  
 popular tearoom. The cinema provided weekly entertainment for generations of local residents. It closed in  
 1973 and the building was briefly reopened as a DIY store. Following demolition of the giant structure, the  
 site was redeveloped to provide flats and shops, including the local Iceland store. 



 

 The Battersea cemetery, Lower Morden Lane, c.1906. 
 Just prior to the Second World War, the councils for Merton and Carshalton reached an agreement with  
 Battersea Borough Council, enabling them to make use of surplus land associated with the Battersea  
 cemetery on Lower Morden Lane. ( Large cemeteries and burial grounds traditionally lay outside the heart  
 of London, due to health considerations and land shortage. ) Landscaping and road construction took  
 place. The new cemetery plot opened for burials in 1940, however it was not until 1955 that the Chapel of  
 Rest was completed. 



 

 Morden Underground Station and Station Parade, c.1929. 
 The City and South London Railway, ( now more familiar as the Northern Line,) reached Morden in 1926  
 and carried more than 300,000 passengers in its first week of operation. Designed in classic Deco style  
 by Charles Holden, the station parade held a number of small shops, from newsagents and florists, to  
 banks and tobacconists. By the early 1930s, the original parade had been further expanded to house  
 greengrocers, bakers, hairdressers and a variety of shops selling household goods. The crowning glory  
 was the Royal Arsenal Cooperative Store, built in 1940, which comprised 15 departments selling  
 everything from furniture and hats, to toys, clothing and medicines. This building was finally demolished in   
 1981 and replaced by a supermarket ( now Sainsbury’s ) . 



 

 The junction between London Road and Crown Road, Morden, c.1962. 
 This shows the distinctive curved tower-block, constructed by Bernard Sunley & Sons in 1960. Initially this  
 housed offices belonging to a wide range of companies. It is now the headquarters of Merton council.  
 During the early 1990s, Cater’s triangular supermarket was replaced by a modern extension housing the   
 council chamber and a new library. 



 

 Ravensbury Park. 
 Formerly part of the estate owned by Victorian engineer George Parker Bidder, the land was bought jointly  
 by Merton and Morden Urban District Council and Mitcham Borough Council during the interwar period.  
 it was officially opened to the public in May 1930 by Labour MP George Lansbury, ( the grandfather of  
 actress,  Angela Lansbury. ) At that time the park boasted rustic fencing, flower gardens and boats for hire  
 on the former mill pond. Ravensbury Park remains a popular attraction for local residents. For many years 
 it was the venue for the annual Bonfire Night firework display ( now held at Morden Park. ) 



 

 Morden Lodge. 
 Built c.1806 for the Dutch Jewish financier Abraham Goldsmid, this grand house was decorated by 
 Crace & Sons, who also worked on the Brighton Pavilion. The official opening was attended by the Prince  
 Regent, two dukes, the playwright Sheridan and over 300 guests. 
 Goldsmid and his partner Francis Baring secured a vast personal fortune as the guarantors for  
 Government loans during the Napoleonic war.  In 1810 Baring’s sudden death prompted a stock market  
 panic. Fearing ruin, Abraham committed suicide. Tarnished by the scandal, Morden Lodge was  
 demolished. Its replacement, built the same year, is also known as Morden Lodge and stands in the land  
 adjoining Morden Hall Park. 



 

 St Lawrence’s Church, London Road, Morden. 
 A church has stood on this site since Saxon times and a stone church was built here by 1205. Much of the  
 current building dates from 1636. The brick facing, new windows and tower were added to the old footings.   
 The interior of the building retains many fine period features, including carvings, memorials and ancient  
 markers. The Lychgate was added at the entrance to the churchyard after the Great war and served as a  
 memorial to local war dead. 



 

The Baitul Futuh Mosque, London Road, Morden. 

The largest Mosque in Western Europe, this striking building is a focal point for the Ahmadiyya Muslim 

Community, an international religious organisation with branches in over 176 countries and a membership 

exceeding 200 million people worldwide. 

Built on a 5.2 acre site, formerly occupied by United Dairies, the Mosque was largely financed by donations.        

It was inaugurated in October 2003 by Hadrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad, Supreme Head of the Ahmadiyya 

Community. The Mosque houses a giant complex of buildings dedicated to religious, cultural, educational 

and social activities. In addition to the main prayer hall, it contains lecture and conference facilities,  

classrooms, sports halls, washrooms, a crèche and meeting rooms. The Mosque itself holds 4000 people, 

with space for a further 6500 in the remainder of the complex. A large portion of the building is now awaiting 

reconstruction, following damage caused by a fire in 2015. 


