
 

 

The Coronation: Merton & Morden Celebrations 



 

Members of Merton & Morden Urban District Council, pictured at Morden Hall. 

Planning began in earnest for events to mark the Coronation, scheduled for 2 June 1953. After the bleak 

war years, the young queen’s accession was seen as the dawn of a new era, bringing hope of progress 

and prosperity for all. Local councils were keen to celebrate in style and Coronation committees were 

formed to devise activities for people of all ages, from formal receptions and religious services, to parades, 

street parties and the distribution of special souvenirs to commemorate the historic event. 



 

 Images of Chessington Zoo (now part of Chessington World of Adventure) 1950s. 

 Merton & Morden Urban District Council organised a wide ranging coronation programme for local  

 residents, particularly young people. One of the first events saw 500 schoolchildren entertained at    

 Chessington Zoo on 16 May 1953. This was a special treat organised as a gift from the zoo  

 management. 



   
  
 
 
 
Crowning the Coronation Carnival Queen. 
 On 30 May 1953 the Mayor of Merton & Morden 
 crowned Miss. Shirley Iles as the local 
 Coronation Carnival Queen during a ceremony  
 at the Odeon Cinema, Morden. 
 
 Miss. K. Knight, Miss. S. Knight and  
 Miss. M, Martin were also chosen to be the  
 Queen’s attendants.  
 
 Shirley appeared at a number of local events  
 during Coronation year as part of her role. 
 
  



 

  Morden Cinema, pictured c.1932. 

 Initially an independent, Morden Cinema opened in December 1932 and stood near the junction of  
 London Rd and Aberconway Rd. It had become part of the Odeon chain by 1937. In addition to showing  
 films, the building also housed a tea rooms and dance school. Cabaret acts appeared on the cinema  
 stage, which was also used for awards ceremonies. 
 In 1953 Morden Odeon was one of many local cinemas to screen technicolour films of the Coronation,  
 from “A Queen is Crowned” to “Elizabeth is Queen.”  The cinema closed in 1973 and after a brief spell as a  
 B & Q store, the building was demolished. The site is now occupied by local Lidl and Iceland stores. 



 

 A United Service held at Morden Park, 31 May 1953 - part of the local coronation programme. 

 Church services were held throughout May to give thanks and blessings to the new Queen. A Civic service  

 was held at St. Mary’s, Merton, followed later by the event pictured. It was preceded by a procession of  

 witnesses, featuring representatives of local parishes, Scouts and Guides marching from local churches to  

 Morden Park. Revd. Heaton, Vicar of Merton, then led the service, accompanied by local choirs, choral 

 societies and the band of the Salvation Army. 



 

 A Martin’s Radio advertisement from the official Merton & Morden coronation souvenir booklet. 

 The 1953 coronation was the first to be televised and local councils hired multiple sets to allow invited  

 guests to watch the official ceremony at venues including Mitcham Town Hall (now Vestry Hall,)  

 Merton Public Hall, Marlborough Hall, Wimbledon (now Merton Arts Space) and Wimbledon Town Hall.  

 Merton shops supplying televisions and radios also printed coronation adverts in the local press.  

 People across Merton crowded into the homes of friends, family and neighbours to watch the Coronation  

 ceremony on hastily purchased or rented t.v. sets. Most had such small screens, they had to be  

 equipped with a magnifying sheet. Often the best view was limited to the person sat directly in front of the  

 screen, whilst others had to contend with a slightly distorted image of the proceedings. 



 

 St. Helier & District School sports event, 1953. 

 Merton & Morden organised a variety of sports events to mark the coronation, from this schools gathering,  

 to a major sports meeting at Mostyn Gardens, Martin Way on 3 June. That event, conducted according to 

 Amateur Athletics Association and National Cyclists Union rules, featured primary and secondary schools  

 sports (athletics, javelin, discus and high jump.) This was followed by senior athletics and cycling events. 

 Prizes ranged from Savings Certificates to plaques and medals.  



 

 A party for elderly residents, Merton Public Hall, Kingston Road, 1950s. 

 Local councils made particular efforts to entertain elderly residents as part of the coronation programme,  

 from staging television screenings of the Queen being crowned, to concerts and tea dances at venues  

 such as the Legion Hall, Newminster Road; St. Saviour’s Church, Morden Assembly Rooms and  

 St. John Fisher Hall. Transport was laid on to enable local residents to attend such events. 



 

 A coronation street party in Peterborough Road, St. Helier Estate, 2 June 1953. 

 Neighbourhoods across Merton staged street parties on Coronation Day. Homes and gardens were  

 decorated; trestle tables were laid out and covered with flowers and plates of celebratory snacks. 

 Many residents sported fancy dress and during the evening there was communal singing and dancing. 



 

 

   

 

 Album version of Edward German’s  

 operetta “Merrie England”, 1950s. 

 This show enjoyed renewed popularity in  

 coronation year and told the story of love  

 and lies at the court of Elizabeth I. 

 There were theatre performances and a  

 number of amateur productions including  

 one by Morden Park Choral Society, led by 

 soprano Phyllis Bennet, baritone Arthur  

 Chilcott and tenor Albert Hurl. 

 

 Recordings of the show also proved  

 popular - notably this album pressed at the 

 vast Decca Record Company works near  

 Burlington Road. 



 

 The United States Air Force band performing at Morden Park, 1950s. 

 Sunday 7 June 1953 saw the inaugural performance at the new Morden Park Bandstand - one of several  

 coronation legacy projects. The first concert featured the Band of the Irish Guards led by Director of Music, 

 Captain C H Jaeger. Weekly concerts followed each Sunday by bands from the Coldstream Guards, the  

 Scots Guards, the Welsh Guards, the Royal Horse and Life Guards. 



 

 Morden Park Paddling Pool. 

 This facility and a boating pond were amongst a number of facilities constructed by Merton & Morden 

 Urban District Council, as a lasting commemoration of the coronation. A number of trees were also planted  

 in Morden Hall Park and Tudor Drive under the auspices of the Chair of the council. 



 

 St. Helier Horticultural Association show, British Legion Hall, Morden, 1950s. 

 A number of coronation fruit, flower and vegetable shows were run by the Merton and Morden Allotment 

 Associations as part of the ongoing coronation year programme. The local council also awarded prizes for  

 the best front and back garden displays. 


