
 

 

 

 

Suffragists and Suffragettes: 

The Start of the Local Campaign 



The rise of the women’s suffrage campaign. 
In the 20th century women’s suffrage campaigners were divided into Suffragists  and 

Suffragettes, a pattern which was evident both nationally and locally. 

During the Victorian era there were attempts to promote women’s rights in major cities such as 

London, Birmingham, Bristol and Edinburgh.  
 

The first local suffrage societies began to appear in 1867, then in 1897 the National Union of 

Women’s Suffrage Societies ( NUWSS ) was founded. Led by Millicent Fawcett, its membership 

were suffragists. They tended to favour Liberal politics and used traditional law abiding tactics 

in order to earn the respect of those in authority. Members were predominantly women from  

educated upper/middle-class backgrounds. They staged debates in lecture halls and private 

homes, organised garden parties to raise funds and promote their cause, as well as lobbying 

MPs for support. 
 

By 1903, Manchester campaigner, Emmeline Pankhurst ( a one time member of the NUWSS ) 

had grown frustrated at the lack of progress in their campaign. She formed the Women’s Social 

and Political Union ( WSPU ), which transferred to London in 1906. This organisation  

campaigned with the support of women from all classes and particularly recognised the need to 

marshall working women. 
 

Nicknamed “Suffragettes” by the Daily Mail, members of the WSPU favoured direct action. 

Their motto was “Deeds not Words” and between 1908 and 1912, their tactics became  

increasingly militant. 

 



 

Millicent Garrett Fawcett addressing a NUWSS gathering. 

She is known to have addressed a number of suffrage meetings in the Wimbledon area,  

in addition to supporting and advising local suffragist groups 



 

A Women’s Social and Political Union meeting, c.1908. 

Standing behind the desk on the stage are the WSPU leaders ( left to right ) Emmeline Pankhurst,  

Emmeline Pethick Lawrence ( the driving force behind the marketing of the Union’s campaign ) and 

Christabel Pankhurst ( who favoured increasingly militant tactics in order to secure votes for women.) 

All three women are known to have addressed suffrage meetings in Wimbledon and Merton. 



 

Local Suffragist Organisations from 1900: 

Following reorganisation of the NUWSS in 1907, the London Society for Women’s Suffrage 

(LSWS ) formed a Central Society. 62 branches in London and the suburbs had a total  

membership of 4000 by 1912. A further 20,000 people were members of the wider friends of  

Women’s Suffrage - these were not affiliated to any particular party and were opposed to  

militancy. 

 

In 1909 a Wimbledon North branch of the LSWS was run by a Miss. Hughenden of  

10 Spencer Hill and a Miss. L. Hobhouse from 2 Lansdowne Road, Wimbledon. She was later 

replaced by Miss. Edith Webster of 9 Ridgway Gardens. 

 

There was also a Wimbledon South branch of the LSWS run by Mrs. Beatty of 5 Elm Grove. 

Her role was later taken on by Mrs. Threlfall of 246 Coombe Lane, Raynes Park. 

 

There were also a number of faith-based suffrage societies in the local area including the 

Catholic Women’s Suffrage Society formed in 1912 and the Congregational Guild of  

Women’s Suffrage which met in Worple Hall, Worple Road.  

 

 



 

Wimbledon Women’s Social and Political Union  

The Wimbledon branch of the Women’s Social and Political Union (WWSPU) was formed in 

October 1908. Meetings were held at the home of Dr Francis Bather, later Chairman of  

The John Evelyn Society Museum (Museum of Wimbledon). His Swedish wife, Stina, also  

supported the suffragettes. The first Treasurer was Mrs Bertha Lorsignol and Margaret Grant 

the first Secretary. 
 

Rose Lamartine Yates became a member of the Wimbledon Women’s Social and Political 

Union in 1909. The WSSPU became extremely active from 1910 onwards, following Rose’s 

election to the joint post of Honorary Treasurer and Organising Secretary. 
 

A range of indoor and outdoor meetings were held  around Wimbledon, including regular  

Sunday afternoon gatherings  on the Common between 1909 and 1914. Rose was a familiar 

sight, standing on her soap-box, even when the Government attempted to ban external  

suffragette meetings.  She and her colleagues were often heckled by vociferous opponents 

and the crowd sometimes became rowdy. A police presence became routine. 
 

The Wimbledon WSPU also had a shop at 9 Victoria Crescent selling goods to raise money 

for the cause – from soap and tea services in suffragette colours, to a special blend of tea, 

scarves and sashes, as well as pamphlets and books. 



 

Left: The banner of the (suffragist) London Society for Women’s Suffrage ( Wimbledon branch ) 

Right: One of two banners designed for the Wimbledon Women’s Social & Political Union. 


