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(Left to right) German philosopher, Arthur Schopenhauer pictured during his youth;  

Eagle House, High Street, Wimbledon, where 15 year old Arthur attended a private academy; 

Schopenhauer pictured in 1859. 



 

 Arthur Schopenhauer, Philosopher (1788-1860) 

 Born in Danzig (now Gdansk, Poland,) Arthur was the son of a wealthy German businessman. 

 A talented and artistic youngster, during the early 1800s Arthur was given a choice between preparing for  

 University or travelling Europe with his parents and continuing his mercantile education. He chose the latter, 

 touring France, Holland, Austria, Switzerland and Britain - although he complained that his business 

 training was very tedious. 

 

 Arthur spent much of his fifteenth year studying at Reverend Lancaster’s “Wimbledon School for Young  

 Noblemen and Gentlemen.” Now better known as Eagle House on High Street, the school was loathed by 

 young Schopenhauer for its Anglican teaching  and prison-like regimentation. At this point his father was  

 also criticizing his academic achievements.  

 

 Arthur’s father drowned in 1805. To honour his memory, young Schopenhauer attempted a career as a  

 merchant but after two years, he abandoned this in favour of an academic career, studying in Gottingen and  

 Berlin. He developed a reputation as a philosopher, influencing diverse artists and writers with his views on  

 aesthetics and the meaning of life - from author Thomas Hardy and the playwright Goethe, to the composer 

 Sergei Prokofiev. 

 

 Schopenhauer fought boundaries throughout his life and was one of the first philosophers to write about 

 homosexuality. His most influential work “The World as Will and Representation” published in 1818,  

 showed that homosexuality had existed at all times and in all cultures - it was therefore wrong for those in 

 authority to declare it unnatural. 



 

Victorian poet, Algernon Swinburne, aged 52.  

(Right) his favourite local haunt - the Rose & Crown, High Street, Wimbledon Village, c.1913 



 

   

 

  Algernon Charles Swinburne (1837 – 1909)  

  Born in London, this famous Victorian poet was the son of Admiral Charles Swinburne and his aristocratic  

  wife, Jane. Algernon spent his boyhood on the Isle of Wight, before attending Eton College, where his 

  poetic writings started. At Oxford University, he became part of the Pre-Raphaelite circle, meeting 

  William Morris and forming a lifelong friendship with the artist, Dante Gabriel Rossetti. 

 

  He later returned to London and started his writing career, publishing several collections of verse during  

  the 1870s and ‘80s. Considered the “enfant terrible” of Victorian poetry, Swinburne’s own sexuality remains 

  ambiguous but his “Poems and Ballads” and the novel “Lesbia Brandon” featured lesbianism, 

  bisexuality and sexual acts. 

 

  Described as an “alcoholic and an excitable character,” Swinburne’s health was suffering by 1879 and he 

  moved to The Pines, Putney Hill, where he was cared for by his friend, the literary critic, Theodore Watts. 

  Swinburne would often walk across Wimbledon Common and Putney Heath, to drink at the Rose & Crown, 

  Wimbledon, where he was a regular. He is said to have been “wont to bustle in as though the place  

  belonged to him and had full mouthed phraseology for any who stood in his way.”  

 

  Swinburne refused to wear an overcoat on these long walks, even at the age of 72 – this led ultimately 

  to his death, as he caught flu and then developed pneumonia.  



 

 

  

  Essayist and physician, Havelock Ellis 

 pictured with his wife, women’s rights 

 Campaigner, Edith Lees, c.1900 



 

 

 

 

  Havelock Ellis, Essayist and Physician (1859 - 1939) 

 Born in Croydon, Havelock was the son of a sea captain and was educated at private schools in Mitcham    

 and Wimbledon.  After spending four years in Australia, he returned to London in 1879 and began studying 

 medicine at St. Thomas’ Hospital. 

  

 By the 1880s, Ellis was mixing with people like the playwright George Bernard Shaw and literary critic, 

 Arthur Symons. By 1887 he had become editor of the “Mermaid Series of Old Dramatists,” designed to  

 bring 17th century drama to the wider public. He also began writing his own scientific and psychological 

 studies. 

 

 Ellis became one of the first British sexologists. His series “Studies in the Psychology of Sex” was a  

 ground-breaking encyclopaedia of sexual biology, behaviour and attitudes. This included a volume 

 “Sexual Inversion” which was banned in Britain. It was the first UK scientific study of homosexuality and 

 challenged the contemporary view that homosexuality was degenerate and that gay men were women 

 trapped in men’s bodies. He was also one of the first scientists to study lesbianism. 

 

 Ellis famously argued against the legislation that criminalised homosexuality and called for greater  

 tolerance and understanding in the treatment of gay men. 



 

Vesta Tilley (1864-1952) Music hall singer and male impersonator 



 

(Left) Hetty King (1883-1972) Music hall entertainer, actress and male impersonator 

(Right) Hetty seated to the left of her sister, Olive - on route to the USA, 1920s. 



 

 

  Male impersonators – Vesta Tilley and Hetty King. 

 During the first quarter of the 20th century, Wimbledon Theatre hosted performances by two of the UK’s 

 leading musical artists and male impersonators. Born in Worcester in 1864, Matilda Powles (stage name  

 Vesta Tilley,) was the daughter of a music hall performer. She made her stage debut aged three and first 

 performed in male clothing two years later. By the age of fourteen, she had carved out a successful career,  

 appearing in pantomimes and variety shows as a male impersonator - perhaps her most famous character  

 was “Burlington Bertie.” In 1890 she married Walter de Frece, who composed many of her songs and was  

 later elected as an M P.  Vesta enjoyed fame both in England and the USA. 

 

 Winifred Emms (better known as Hetty King,) was born in 1883 in New Brighton Cheshire. She started her  

 career with “Uncle Billy’s Minstrels,” a travelling theatre group run by her father William, a comedian and  

 musician with the stage name Billy King. Hetty first appeared at the Shoreditch Theatre, aged six. 

 From 1905 onwards, she was working solo at theatres and music halls, having perfected a number of male  

 characters, notably “the Swell” - a self-made man, with a strong sense of his own importance.  

 

 During World War I, both Tilley and King appeared regularly at Wimbledon Theatre. Often dressed in  

 uniform, they drew awestruck young men up to the stage, where the unsuspecting individuals were met by  

 a recruiting sergeant and encouraged to “volunteer” for active service.  

  

 Hetty King played an important part in recruitment and maintaining public morale during both World wars. 

 One of her best known songs was “All the nice girls love a sailor!”  

 By 1930 she was described as the highest paid musical star in the world, later appearing on stage and in a  

 number of films. She toured all over the world and enjoyed great popularity in Australia and the USA. 

 She spent the latter years of her life at 17 Palmerston Road, Wimbledon, sharing the home of her sister 

 Olive Edwards. A Variety Club plaque now adorns the building.  



 

  

  Writer and editor, Joseph Ackerley. 

  (Right) His 1956 novel “My Dog Tulip.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

   Joseph Ackerley (1896 - 1967) 

  Born in London, Joseph was the son of a successful fruit merchant, known as “the Banana King.” 

  A writer and editor, Ackerley started his career with the BBC in 1928 (a year after the Corporation was  

  founded.) He then became literary editor for “The Listener” magazine, publishing the work of many  

  emerging writers and poets. 

 

  Ackerley was openly gay - this was unusual for the time, as homosexual activity was then classed as  

  criminal and carried a custodial sentence. He also risked being socially ostracised. In 1923 he had written 

  “The Prisoners of War” - this was the first play on the UK stage to openly deal with the subject of same  

  sex desire. 

 

  In later life Joseph lived in Putney, where his Star and Garter home is now marked with a blue plaque. 

  In 1956 he wrote “My Dog Tulip,” a novel detailing encounters during his regular trips to  

  Queensmere Pond on Wimbledon Common. Tragically during the 1960s, negative reports about 

  Queensmere’s reputation as a gay cruising ground fuelled a number of homophobic attacks in the area. 



 

  

        “The Leather Boys,” directed by Sidney Furie and produced at Merton Park Studios, Kingston Road. 



 

 

 

 

    Merton Park Studios, 267-269 Kingston Road, Merton Park. 

  An important part of British film history, Merton Park Studios was operational between 1929 and 1967. 

  The Studios produced over 130 B movies, from sci-fi and Cold War thrillers, to Merton’s version of 

  King Kong. Many famous names worked at the studios, including leading directors David Lean and 

  Joan Littlewood. The studios also made the first television detective series - the Edgar Wallace and  

  Edgar Lustgarten mysteries, based on the case files of Scotland Yard. 

 

   In 1964 Merton Park Studios produced one of the UK’s first gay-themed movies. “The Leather Boys” was 

   based on a novel by Gillian Freeman and starred Rita Tushingham, Colin Campbell and Dudley Sutton. 

   A “kitchen sink drama,” typical of the decade, it tells the story of a young married couple, Reg and Dot,  

   who split up when Reggie tires of his wife’s constant nagging. In need of a home, Reg moves in with 

   his supportive biker friend, Pete, who is secretly in love with him. When Reg realises that he cannot return 

   Pete’s affections, he ends their friendship. 

 

   The film was considered daring and controversial at the time due to its homosexual themes. However it is  

   now viewed very differently and has been shown multiple times on British television. 

   The film also enjoyed renewed popularity when clips were featured in a video for the Smiths hit 

   “Girlfriend in a Coma” during the 1980s. 



 

Queensmere, Wimbledon Common 



 

  

 Queensmere, Wimbledon Common. 

 Queensmere was known for its nude bathing. It is said to have been so popular with gay men,  

 that during the 1960s it was given the nickname “Queersmere.” By night this part of Wimbledon 

 Common was known as a gay cruising spot. Several of the national newspapers covered its 

  “notoriety” and “felt it their duty to warn the public of the indecent activities in the area.” 

 

 Unfortunately such coverage also brought Queensmere to the attention of more homophobic 

 individuals. Throughout the 1960s there were violent homophobic assaults, also described as 

 Queer-bashing. In May 1965 the Wimbledon Borough News reported a vicious attack on  

 George Tildesley - he had paused to sit on a bench near the lake, only to be attacked by a group of 

 youths. 

 

 In August 1969, off duty policeman, Michael Davies was stabbed to death on Wimbledon Common and 

 in September that year, Mitcham resident, Michael de Grundy was beaten to death by a gang of 

 12 youths and two 15 year old girls from a nearby housing estate. The savagery of this attack  

 generated major Press coverage at the time, contributing to a growing sense of public outrage and  

 calls for greater protection from the gay and lesbian community. 

  



 

 

  

 William Morris Meeting Rooms, Wimbledon; 

 King’s Head, Merton High Street - both were once  

 used for meetings of the Wimbledon Area Gay  

 Society, since relaunched as South London Gays. 



 

 Wimbledon Area Gay Society (W.A.G.S) 

 The 1967 Sexual Offences Act partially decriminalised homosexuality, prompting a rapid increase in 

 the number of gay social and campaign groups. In October 1973, the Wimbledon Area Gay Society  

 was founded at the Woodside home of Geoffrey Leigh.  

 

 WAGS became famous throughout London for staging weekly discos at pubs and venues across 

 Merton. These included  The Alexandra on Wimbledon Hill Road; The British Queen (later the 

 Horse & Groom on Haydons Road; the Royal Standard Colliers Wood; the King’s Head (now TFL  

 offices)  Merton High Street; The Dog & Fox, High Street, Wimbledon and Tiffany’s night club on 

 Wimbledon Broadway. 

 

 The society also used the William Morris Meeting Rooms and the Prince of Wales, Wimbledon for 

 meetings, in addition to The Victory (now The Charles Holden) High Street, Colliers Wood. 

 

 In 1975 WAGS set up one of the first gay switchboards, run from a member’s home on South Park Rd. 

   The group was also active in political campaigning. Members battled with the Press Complaints  

 Commission over homophobic headlines in The Sun and The Star newspapers. 

 

 By 1994 WAGS was in trouble, membership had dwindled to 20, the group had financial issues and 

 it was proving tricky to secure affordable meeting rooms. The decision was taken to relaunch a more 

 streamlined group, based at different premises. In 1995, the renamed South London Gays had its  

 first meeting at The Clockhouse pub, Clapham Park Road. The group continues to stage monthly 

 meetings at a variety of venues, often addressed by prominent LGBT campaigners. 



 

  

      Actor Mike Holden in (left) “Please Sir!” (1968) and (right) “Owl Service,” 

 (1969-70). Mike is shown to the far right of each picture. 



 

 

 

 

 

 Mike Holden (1946 - 1977) 

 Born in Worcester, Mike grew up in Snowdonia, Wales. His family lived in a converted shepherd’s 

 cottage in Bethesda. 

 

   During the 1970s, Mike was a promising actor. He appeared in “The Strange Report” and  

 “Please Sir,” but is perhaps best known for his role in “Owl Service,” a popular children’s drama,  

 based on a book by Alan Garner. The plot revolved around three teenagers, who discover a  

 mysterious set of owl and flower-patterned dinner plates in the attic of a rural cottage, bringing to life 

 the magical ancient legend of the "Mabinogion" in their Welsh valley.  

 

 During the early 1970s, Mike was the Chairperson of Wimbledon Area Gay Society and became its 

 driving force. He turned WAGS into the best known gay group in the country. 

 

 Mike was tragically killed in a homophobic attack, following an altercation at the Rose & Crown pub 

 in Wimbledon. He was just 31 years of age. 

 

  



 

 

Film director and writer, Ron Pecks and his film “Nighthawks,” released in 1978. 

 



 

  Ron Peck (1948-2022) 

 Born and raised in Merton Park, Ron was the son of Wimbledon estate agent and property developer,  

 Richard Peck and his wife Joan, who served in the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force during World War II. 

 An academically gifted student of Rutlish School, Ron was a film buff from an early age, corresponding with  

 and even meeting some of his favourite directors. His love of film was so great, that he even “bunked off”  

 lessons, in order to watch afternoon matinees at local cinemas - a misdemeanour resulting in school  

 detention. 

 

 Having completed studies at Swansea and then Sussex University, Ron attended the London Film School,  

 where in 1974 he directed a short film, “Its Ugly Head.” This told the story of a closeted gay man trapped in  

 an unhappy marriage.  In 1978 Peck wrote and produced “Nighthawks” - the first explicitly gay British film,  

 featuring actors from and set in the gay and lesbian community. An article in the Gay Times of 1970  

 headlined “Director Needs Gays For First ‘Real’ Gay Film.” This drew responses from 250 people and   

 20 were recruited to help with research, sourcing locations, fundraising and general support. 

 

 Peck wanted to show what it was like to be a young, single gay man in London. The film told the story of   

 Jim, a teacher who “spends his days among his colleagues and pupils, and his nights scouring London’s  

 clubs and bars in search of sex, love and companionship.”  In order to produce the film, Peck was forced to  

 battle both the Press and the film establishment - gaining support and even private donations from  

 influential figures including directors Lindsey Anderson, Derek Jarman and Michael Powell. 

  

 Peck’s later works included the documentary “Strip Jack Naked” (1991) and “Empire State” (1987) - a story  

 of East End gangsters and rent boys. 



 

 

Artist, film director, writer and designer, Derek Jarman, 1991 



 

 

   Derek Jarman, Film Director (1942 - 1994) 

  Born in Middlesex, Derek was the son of a New Zealand RAF officer. Privately educated, he studied at  

  Kings College, London, followed by four years at the Slade School of Art.  

 

  During the 1970s, Jarman had a studio at Butler’s Wharf. He enjoyed a successful career as a film director,  

  stage designer, artist and author. For a number of years he was a lecturer at Wimbledon College of Art 

  and was a great inspiration to students, including the famous set designer, Simon Costin. 

 

  Derek was outspoken about his homosexuality and was an active campaigner for gay rights. His first film  

  breakthrough was “Sebastienne” released in 1976. This was the first British movie to feature positive  

  images of gay sexuality. It was viewed as controversial by some, due to its depiction of homosexual  

  desire. He also famously produced “Jubilee,” the first UK punk movie. 

 

  Gay themes were incorporated into Jarman’s later film output from “Edward I” and “Wittgenstein,” to his 

  film about the sixteenth century Italian artist “Caravaggio,” which contained overt depictions of homosexual  

  love.  

 

  In 1986 Jarman was diagnosed as HIV positive. He was outspoken both about his own battle with the  

  disease and prejudice against the victims of AIDS. Illness prompted him to move to Prospect Cottage, 

  Dungeness, where he developed a new career as a writer and wild gardener.  

 

  Derek Jarman died from an AIDS related illness in 1994, aged 52. 



 

 

 The character of PC Luke Ashton (actor Scott Neal) and the Merton studio in Deer Park Road, which 

 doubled as Sun Hill Police Station, in the hit television series “The Bill.” 



 

 

     A ground-breaking moment in television history - “The Bill,” 2002. 

   Launched in 1983, this popular weekly police drama was set in the fictional East London borough of 

   Canley, however many of the scenes were filmed in Merton. During its 27 year history “Sun Hill” 

   Police Station was actually created in Windsor Avenue and Deer Park Gardens. Many scenes were also 

   filmed around local streets, near Colliers Wood Underground Station, on local council estates and even in 

   the civic centre. 

 

   In August 2002 the series launched its most controversial storyline, with PC Luke Ashton coming to terms  

   with his own sexuality. His character and Sergeant Craig Gilmore, played by Hywel Simons, shared the  

   first romantic gay kiss between uniformed police officers on the ITV channel. This episode prompted  

   160 complaints to OFCOM, the most for any television programme broadcast that year. 

 

   Actor Scott Neal was already familiar to LGBT viewers, having appeared as Ste Pearce in  

   Jonathon Harvey’s 1996 film “Beautiful Thing,” which told the story of two young boys falling in love on a 

   Thamesmead housing estate. 

 

   Interestingly “The Bill” also featured a lesbian storyline between DS Debbie McAllister and  

   DC Juliet Becker in 2008 - this failed to create any controversy. It is not clear whether overall public  

   opinion had shifted during the intervening period - or if viewers were simply more accepting of female  

   same sex relationships on their screens.  



 

 

 

   ACE Project (1988-2022) 

   The ACE project was a pioneering charitable 

   organisation which dealt with the care and  

   prevention of HIV infection. It grew from the local 

   south London gay community response to the 

   AIDS epidemic. 

 

   ACE was initially based in Croydon but moved to 

   Eagle Court, Mitcham during the 1990s. 

   Actor Simon Callow officially opened the new 

   ACE centre. 

 

   Although originally formed to deal with the  

   epidemic as it affected gay men, by the mid 1990s 

   ACE was providing services to the wider 

   community, reflecting the wider prevalence of 

   HIV in society. 

 

   



    

        Wimbledon Tennis. 

  Tennis has the reputation of being the most LGBT friendly sport and Wimbledon’s famous annual 

  championships have been transformed by the sporting prowess of many notable players from the 

  LGBT community. 

 

  Today, champions including Billie Jean King, Martina Navratilova, Amelie Mauresmo and Gigi Fernandez  

  are open about their sexuality and support for equal rights. However, players faced prejudice and  

  ignorance during the interwar tennis heyday. In 1933 American Helen Jacobs challenged tradition, 

  becoming the first woman to wear tailored men’s shorts on court - she became Ladies Singles champion in 

  1936 but had to cope with media speculation about her long term lesbian relationship. 

 

  German player, Gottfried von Cramm won the Mixed Doubles in 1933 and was three times runner up in the          

  Wimbledon Men’s Singles, losing to Fred Perry in 1935 and 1936. He is best remembered for his 1937  

  Davis Cup final at Wimbledon - although he lost to Don Budge, the closely fought match is regarded as 

  one of the best matches in tennis history.  

 

  Von Cramm braved the wrath of Adolf Hitler for losing the match. On his return to Germany, he was jailed  

  for homosexuality and his friendship with a Jewish actor, Max Herbst. When Von Cramm was sentenced to 

  a year in jail, his international tennis friends were outraged. In an unprecedented show of support for  

  someone accused of homosexuality, Don Budge gathered signatures from many high profile athletes and a  

  letter of protest was sent to the German Chancellor.  

    

  Von Cramm was eventually released in 1938 but found it hard to relaunch his career, due to visa problems  

  linked to his conviction. 



 

  

# 

1936 Ladies Singles Champion, American Helen Jacobs 



 

Gottfried Von Cramm (left) congratulates Fred Perry after the 1936 Wimbledon final. 

(Right) 1937 newspaper article detailing Von Cramm’s arrest. 



 

 

 

 

 (Left) 1921 Wimbledon champion, Bill Tilden and (right) his opponent, Brian Babe Norton. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Bill Tilden (1893 - 1953) 

   Born in Philadelphia, Bill dominated the tennis circuit in both the USA and Britain during the 1920s. 

 In 1920 he became the first American to win the Wimbledon Men’s Singles, a title he also held in 

 1921 and 1930. He also won 7 U S Singles championship titles. 

 

 Bill’s 1921 Wimbledon victory over South African, Brian Babe Norton, has been described as one of 

 the strangest in the tournament’s history. Tennis expert, Ted Tinling wrote of the match: 

 “I have known several connoisseurs who were present and all accepted the fact that a  

 psychological, probably homosexual, relationship affected the result.” It has been suggested that 

 Norton was infatuated with Tilden and could never bring himself to beat his mentor, so threw the 

 second and third sets. 



 

 

 American tennis star, Billie Jean King,  

 raises the Ladies Singles trophy at the  

 1975 Wimbledon championships. 

 

 She won the title six times during her 

 successful career. 

 



 

  

 

 Billie Jean King 

 Born in 1943, Billie has had a distinguished tennis career, winning 12 Grand Slam singles titles. 

 16 Grand Slam women’s doubles titles and 11 mixed doubles titles. Between 1966 and 1979 she  

 virtually dominated the Wimbledon championships, reaching the Ladies Singles final 8 times and  

 winning 6 titles. She also secured 10 women’s doubles titles and 4 mixed doubles titles. 

 

 Billie made world headlines as the winner of the most talked about match in tennis history - known as 

 the “Battle of the Sexes.” This was held in Houston, Texas in 1973 and Billie defeated self-styled 

 male chauvinist, Bobby Riggs, (himself a Wimbledon Singles champion) in three straight sets. 

 The match attracted a television audience of 90 million. 

 

 In 1981, Billie Jean became the first prominent female athlete to come out as lesbian, when she was 

 named in a palimony suit (a financial court case involving a former partner, with whom she had been 

 living.) The involuntary “outing” had a disastrous effect on Billie and her career, causing her to lose  

 several important sponsors and product endorsements. In a 2007 interview she said “It was very  

 hard on me because I was outed and I think you have to do it in your own time.” 



 

Martina Navratilova (left) and Betty Stove, pictured in 1980. 



 

 

 

 

 

 Martina Navratilova 

 Born in 1956, Martina was originally a Czech national but later took American citizenship. 

 She is considered one of the greatest tennis players of all time and is also one of the most 

 famous lesbians in the world.  

 

 During her professional career, Martina has won 18 Grand Slam singles titles, 31 Grand Slam 

 Women’s doubles titles (an all time record; ) plus 10 Grand Slam mixed doubles titles. 

  

 She reached the Wimbledon singles final 12 times, including 9 consecutive years from 1982 to  

 1990. She won the Women’s Singles title 9 times, plus 7 Women’s Doubles titles and 4 Mixed  

 Doubles.  

 

 Martina has spoken openly about the career challenges and prejudice she has faced due to her 

 sexuality. She is a strong advocate for equality and LGBT rights. 



 

Brian Paddick, Deputy Assistant Commissioner Metropolitan Police,  

pictured during a Gay Pride event in London, c.2005  



    

   Brian Paddick. 

   Born in Balham in 1958, Brian spent his early life in Mitcham and Tooting Bec. He was educated at 

   Bec Grammar School and Sutton Manor High School (now Sutton Grammar,) before studying business  

   administration and criminology at University.  

 

   Paddick joined the police force in 1976, quickly rising through the ranks and working at various London 

   locations from Brixton and Fulham, to Thornton Heath. A Chief Inspector by 1993, he became the  

   officer in charge of CID two years later. Between 1997 and 1999, Brian was Metropolitan Borough  

   Commander for Merton, followed by a similar role in Lambeth. 

 

   A strong advocate of community policing, in 2005, Paddick became the Deputy Assistant  

   Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, with responsibility for Territorial Policing across all 32 London  

   boroughs. Prior to the appointment of Cressida Dick as Commissioner, Paddick was the most senior  

   police officer drawn from the LGBT community. Always open about his sexuality, he was a strong  

   supporter of the Gay Police Association; regularly attending the London Pride event as a role  

   model for LGBT officers. 

 

   Paddick left the police in 2007 and was then ranked as one of the most influential LGBT figures in the     

   UK. He started a political career, standing as a Liberal Democratic Mayoral candidate for London in   

   2008. In that same year he appeared on “I’m a Celebrity. Get Me Out of Here,” where he shared details  

   of the prejudice and challenges faced during his working life. 

 

   Brian was made a life peer in 2013. In the House of Lords he has campaigned on LGBT issues,  

   including the need to prevent deaths from drugs. (His ex partner tragically died after taking GHB.) 

 



 

CMYK, Broadway - opened in 2019, this was the first gay bar in Wimbledon 



 

 

  CMYK Bar, Wimbledon Broadway 

 Following the partial decriminalisation of homosexuality in 1967, there was a major increase in the number  

 of local gay social clubs and campaign groups. Although progress was gradual, political and social change  

 drove greater demand for sexual equality and opposition to homophobia. With the support of organisations  

 such as Wimbledon Area Gay Society, members of the LGBT community were able to meet and socialise  

 in safety, celebrating their sexual identity openly and with greater confidence. 

 

 From 1973 through to the 1980s, W.A.G.S. became famous across London for staging weekly discos at  

 pubs and other local venues including The Alexandra, Wimbledon Hill Road, The Kings Head,  

 Colliers Wood High Street (now TFL offices); Merton Hall on Kingston Road and Tiffany’s nightclub  

 (formerly in the basement of Wimbledon Theatre.) 

  

 However it was not until 2019 that Steve Sotiriou opened CMYK, the first gay bar in Wimbledon. It quickly  

 developed a reputation as a fun and trendy venue amongst London’s LGBT community, Open late,   

 7 nights per week, for drinking and dancing, it also offered a popular programme of entertainment,  

 including karaoke, drag shows, drag bingo and gay comedy.  

 

 Sadly a series of incidents led police to request a reduction in CMYK opening hours. The management  

 protested that problems had occurred outside bar, when large groups of straight men were barred due to  

 drunkenness. However, disagreements over security issues continued and the owner decided to close the  

 bar in the summer of 2022. 



 

 A first for London - the opening of the Rainbow crossing, Wimbledon Broadway, 2019. 

Cabinet member for Women and Equalities, Councillor Laxmi Attawar and Council Leader,  

 Stephen Alambritis join members of the LGBT community, the manager of the CMYK bar and 

 Sally Warren from the business improvement organisation, Love, Wimbledon, at the crossing. 



 

 

 

 

 The Rainbow crossing. 

 Today you can see Rainbow crossings throughout Britain, however the first was unveiled in 2019 near 

 Wimbledon Theatre, thanks to a joint initiative between Merton Council and Love Wimbledon. 

 Created using the rainbow  flag, a globally recognised symbol celebrating the LGBT+ community and its  

 diversity, the crossing was unveiled in the run up to the annual Pride in London event. 

 

 Councillor Laxmi Attawar, then Cabinet member of Women and Equalities, said “We are really proud to  

 have created a Rainbow Crossing in our borough to show a blaze of colourful support for members of the  

 LGBT+ community...Merton is one of the most welcoming and safest boroughs in London and this high  

 profile colourful artwork is a great reminder to us all, that as a community we value diversity.” 

  

 The crossing was updated in September 2021, making it the first in London to feature the “Progress Pride”  

 flag, designed by Daniel Quasar.  This features chevrons in black, brown, blue, pink and white to represent  

 people of colour, the trans community and those tragically lost to HIV/Aids. Together the chevrons form an  

 arrow “moving forward” - this appears on the left of the flag to show that there is still progress to be made. 



 

 

 

Walking with Pride… 

In 2021 the rainbow crossing on  

Wimbledon Broadway was updated to feature 

the Progress Pride flag. 


