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& 

 the Suffragettes 



 

Holloway Prison, pictured during the early 1900s. 

A number of Wimbledon suffragettes were sent to Holloway between 1908 and 1914. These included 

Rose Lamartine Yates ( following a disturbance at a 1909 deputation to Parliament, ) Edith Begbie and 

Gertrude Wilkinson ( for stone throwing and window-breaking in 1912. )  

During early campaigning the suffragettes had been bound over to keep the peace, if arrested. They were 

asked not to re-offend and fined - however when they refused to pay, they were sent to jail. As they  

escalated from minor acts of street protest to criminal damage, they were given more severe sentences. 



 

Suffragettes in prison uniform. 

By the early 1900s Holloway was the largest female prison in Europe. Hundreds of suffragettes were held 

there and many continued to campaign and stage acts of protest, even within its walls. New arrivals were 

put in the prison hospital to separate them from their fellow campaigners. The prison was based on a  

silent system and inmates were not meant to talk to each other. The suffragettes defied prison discipline, 

making constant complaints, demands and calling out to each other through the walls. 



 

Suffragette prisoners waving placards and “Votes for Women” scarves from their cell windows. 

On occasion up to 200 suffragettes were admitted to the prison on a single day. The women wanted to be 

treated as political prisoners but this was refused. They were not allowed visitors, access to books and  

letters was also limited. Acts of defiance spread rapidly - if one smashed a window to improve ventilation, 

others would do the same. The ultimate form of protest was the hunger-strike - women felt that if they 

were not going to be treated as first-class prisoners, they would refuse to obey the rules and refuse to eat. 



 

 

The Holloway brooch. 

It became customary for suffragettes released 

from prison to be greeted by cheering crowds of 

supporters.  

Many prisoners including Wimbledon suffragette,  

Rose Lamartine Yates, were treated to a  

celebration breakfast at the Inns of Court hotel. 
 

Some of the women were interviewed by  

journalists on the day of their release. This not 

only helped to promote the suffrage cause,  

it was intended to protect other prisoners by  

raising awareness of conditions at the jail. 
 

Anyone serving a sentence of one week or more 

was given the “Holloway brooch.” Designed by 

Sylvia Pankhurst, this became a badge of  

honour for many suffragettes.  



 

Cells at Holloway Prison, 1908. 

Holloway traditionally had different divisions of prisoners and treatment could be influenced by a prisoner’s 

social class. First class inmates could order in their own food, have someone to clean their cell and were 

allowed visitors and letters. The suffragettes were not placed in this category - even so there were marked 

differences between the treatment given to upper-class ladies and ordinary working women. The scandal 

of this was eventually highlighted by letters smuggled out by suffragette, Lady Constance Lytton. 


