
 

 

 

From City to Surrey: 

A display to mark 130 years of the  

District Line in Merton. 

 

 



 

 

 The Great Western Railway station at Windsor, c. 1900 
 The District Railway has always been closely associated with the operation of other railway companies.  
 In its time it has transported passengers to Windsor, through co-operation with the Great Western Railway  
 and was also able to provide a coastal service to Southend. 



 

 

 London, Tilbury and Southend Railway locomotive “Aveley.” 
 Before World War II, the District Railway worked in conjunction with the LTSR to offer regular day trips to  
 Southend on Sea. 



 

 

  A D78 train, pictured at Upton Park Station. 
 The main District line service operates D stock trains which entered service between 1979 and 1983.  
 Full refurbishment of the fleet was completed in 2008 and the trains are maintained at the line’s two depots  
 at Upminster and Ealing Common. The latter site also overhauls the trains and holds many of the  
 engineers’ vehicles used to maintain the Underground system as a whole. 



 

 

 

 Listed buildings on the District Line. 

 The striking nature of the District line architecture has been recognised by Historic England. 
 Baron’s Court, which is still a functioning station and the former station at Fulham Broadway ( now  
 converted to a restaurant, ) both have listed status. 



 

 

 Rush hour at Earl’s Court, a major District Line hub. 
 Roughly 173 million passengers use the District line service each year, with a weekday average of  
 556,252. Between 2007 and 2009, an average of 2.75 million journeys started and ended at  
 Wimbledon Park Station; whilst passengers at Wimbledon Station make an average of 13,700 million  
 journeys per year. 



 
 

 The Wimbledon Railway Collection Dog. 
 (Left ) Laddie, an Airedale terrier born in 1948 was employed at the station for several years, collecting  
 donations for the Southern Railwaymen’s Homes at Woking.  With a cash box strapped to his back and a  
 loveable nature, he proved very successful. He was held in such affection that following his death in 1960,  
 his body was stuffed and displayed in a glass case on platform 5 of Wimbledon Station until 1990. He is  
 now part of the National Railway Museum collection in York. 



 

 

 Construction of the Metropolitan District Railway, Kensington Station, c.1868. 
 The second company to operate underground railway services in London, the history of the MDR was  
 closely linked with that of the Circle line. The first section of what is now the District line launched on  
 24 December 1868 between South Kensington and Westminster. It was part of a planned inner circle  
 connecting main termini and was initially designed as the southern half of the Circle line. It was always  
 intended that this should merge with the existing Metropolitan Railway - hence the naming of the line. 



 

 

 Gloucester Road Station, pictured close to its completion, c.1868. 
 Extended in stages, initial construction covered the south-western part of the circle from Gloucester Road  
 to Westminster. This section was then extended to Mansion House. At the same time the line was  
 extended westwards to West Brompton and Kensington.  



 

 

 
The station at High Street Kensington,  
 pictured c. October 1868. 

Initially limited to the Metropolitan Railway,  
regular District services used the station from 
1871 onwards. 
 
The District railway saw its main business as 
carrying commuters from the rich suburbs of  
south-west London to the heart of the Capital. 
This would be enhanced by extending into the 
countryside and creating new stations,  
however company ambitions were partly 
thwarted by the rapid expansion of the  
Hammersmith & City railway in 1864 and the 
London and South Western railway in 1869. 
 
With no access to virgin territory, the District 
railway opted to co-operate with its rivals. 
A branch line to Hammersmith built in 1874 
and extended in 1877, allowed District trains 
to run over LSWR tracks to Richmond. 
This highly successful venture led to the  
creation of London’s first garden suburb at 
Turnham Green.   



 

 

 

  Metropolitan District Railway staff pictured with locomotive 4 at Earl’s Court Station, 1876. 
 In 1879 the District Railway built another branch line to link up with the Great Western Railway line at  
 Ealing Broadway. The West Brompton branch was also extended to the river at Putney in 1880. 
 The company was aiming to reach Hounslow and a further branch line was built from Acton to Hounslow  
 West and Hounslow Town. The latter stub proved shortlived when the London and South Western Railway  
 rejected plans to link up with its Twickenham line.   



 

 

  

 Beyer Peacock 4-4-0 locomotive used by the District Railway, c.1881. 
 Looking for alternative routes, the District Railway now co-operated with other companies to link Uxbridge  
 with Ealing and South Harrow. Although it could not afford to build the line itself, the District railway  
 retained running rights along the section to Harrow on the Hill, which was constructed by the Metropolitan  
 and Harrow & Uxbridge railway companies. The Ealing to South Harrow service was launched in 1903. 



 
 

 District Line advertisement, 1880s. 
 The eastwards circle of the District railway was completed in 1884, with extensions to Whitechapel and the  
 East London line. In an attempt to recoup costs associated with its link to the London, Tilbury and  
 Southend Railway, a further two miles of line were constructed to Bow in 1902. The District railway  
 ultimately ran as far as Shoeburyness, however today the eastern section terminates at Upminster. 



 
 

 Six car experimental electric train, jointly owned by the Metropolitan and District railways. 
 Competition from other lines, the spread of electric trams and motorcars encouraged the District Railway to   
 modernise. As electric traction technology advanced, the District and Metropolitan railways worked  
 together and spent £20,000 on a trial system between Earl’s Court and Kensington High Street. This used   
 a four rail direct current system, fuelled from a temporary power station. Passengers used the  
 experimental trains from May to November 1900, paying a 1 shilling ( 5p ) fare. A joint committee  
 recommended the ongoing use of a cheaper  3000 volt overhead wire conductor - however this was  
 rejected by the District railway. 



 

  
 
 
 
 American transport magnate, Charles Tyson Yerkes. 
 Having dominated the creation and running of tramways  
 in Chicago, Yerkes became a major shareholder in  
 several London underground railway companies. 

 

 As director of the Underground Electric Railways  
 Company of London he saved the District railway from  
 near bankruptcy in 1901.  
 
 Yerkes then employed leading American engineer, 
 James Russell Chapman to oversee the electrification of  
 the line. He opted for a central conductor rail, energised  
 at –210volts, with an external running rail at +430volts.  
 In the section of line from East Putney to Wimbledon and  
 Gunnersbury to Richmond, the central and running rails  
 are bonded together.  
 
 The line was fuelled from Lots Road, Chelsea, with the  
 vast coal supplies transported to the power station via  
 canal from the Thames. 



 

 

 One of ten electric locomotives purchased by the District Line in 1905. 
 The first electrified services ran from Ealing to South Harrow in 1903, initially these ran between Earl’s   
 Court and Mansion House, whilst steam vehicles remained in use between Southend and Ealing  
 Broadway. 
 The success of the system soon led to electrification of other parts of the network. Electric lights, automatic  
 signalling and pneumatically operated points soon followed - the latter allowed the control section to see  
 where each train was through illuminated track diagrams. ( This was really the forerunner of the modern  
 system which now tells passengers the schedule and destination of the next train. )   
 Electrification also improved safety through the train stop system triggered to work a train’s brakes if it   
 passed a warning signal. 



 

 

 Logo of the London Passenger Transport Board. 
 On 1 July 1933 the District Railway amalgamated with other Underground railways, tram and bus  
 operators to form the LPTB. The Underground section took over all four tracks of the London and South   
 Western Railway to Richmond and started a programme of rebuilding. The route to Uxbridge and some   
 services to Hounslow were also transferred. The London Tilbury and Southend Railway route to Barking  
 was also modernised, including the electrification of a pair of tracks, allowing the District line to take over  
 services. 



 

 

 District line Q stock at Ealing Common Depot, 1960s. 
 This streamlined stock was introduced during the 1930s as part of a wide-ranging improvement plan,  
 however by the 1960s it was becoming antiquated and part of the fleet was scrapped. At this time the slow   
 tracks on the former London Tilbury and Southend Railway line to Upminster were still being shared with  
 steam goods and passenger services. The District Railway was finally given exclusive use of the electrified  
 line in 1961. 



 

 

 Signage on the Heathrow branch of the District Line. 
 The short branch line to South Action closed in 1959 and peak services to Hounslow also stopped in 1964.  
 More changes followed as some District trains began to terminate at Mansion House - the full service  
 could not operate through Aldgate East as this was shared with the Hammersmith & City line. Tower Hill  
 station was also rebuilt on a new site in 1967, with three platforms allowing greater usage by passengers. 
 During the 1970s the Hounslow branch of the District Railway became the Heathrow branch and was  
 extended to serve the airport in 1977.  



 

 

 Trains passing each other at Putney Bridge Station, 1994. 
 When Railtrack (now Network Rail) was set up in 1994, the District Line took over all the infrastructure of  
 the line from Putney Bridge to Wimbledon, including East Putney, Southfields and Wimbledon Park  
 stations. Ownership of the Wimbledon to Putney Bridge section as passed to London Underground on 1  
 April 1994. In 2003 the District line was part privatised and managed by Metronet. When the group went  
 into administration in 2007, Transport for London assumed responsibility for the line. Network Rail is still  
 maintains the Richmond branch which carries London Overground services from Gunnersbury. 



 

 

 Wimbledon Park Station, c.1910. 
 The Merton section of the District line was originally built by the London and South Western Railway in  
 1889 as part of the District Railway extension. A joint agreement plan saw the construction of a bridge over  
 the Thames, plus four stations - East Putney, Southfields, Wimbledon Park and Wimbledon.  
 Southfields and Wimbledon Park had booking halls constructed on bridges above the line. 



 

 

 Arthur Road, Wimbledon Park, c.1920 - the station is shown, far right. 
 Built in the cottage style, the station is a small brick building with a pyramidal roof and tall chimneys, facing   
 out on to the road. Opened by the Metropolitan District Railway on 3 June 1889 on the extension line  
 between Putney Bridge and Wimbledon, it was first operational on 1 July. District Railway trains were run   
 over the line from a connection at East Putney to Clapham Junction and the Barnes line. 



 

 

 Property development in Wimbledon Park. 
 The extension of the District Line prompted major development in the Wimbledon area. This picture shows  
 the construction of new houses and St. Luke’s church, Ryfold Road, Wimbledon Park. 



 

 

  A stylish suburb – Wimbledon Park c.1917 
  This picture shows the main shopping parade on Arthur Road. The District Line station is just visible to the  
  left of the picture, behind the cyclist. The extension of the District Line had a transformative effect on the  
  local area, prompting the construction of new homes, shops and public facilities as more people moved to  
  the area. Even today, proximity to an underground station is a major plus for house-hunters. 



 

 

 

 Severe flooding affects services to and   
 from Wimbledon Park Station, c.1913 



 

 

 Newly introduced rolling stock at the District line station, Wimbledon Park, c.1980. 
 The station still retains its original island platforms and canopies. The signal box shown left, is also an  
 original feature. The Southern Railway (which succeeded the LSWR in 1923 ) ceased running mainline  
 services through Wimbledon Park on 4 May 1941.  



 

 

   

  Artist’s impression of Wimbledon Park Station, c.1980. 
 Post-war nationalisation of the railways saw the line  owned by British Rail till April 1994 when it was  
 transferred to the control of London Underground. 



 

 

 Wimbledon Bridge and the local station, c.1870. 
 The main station opened on 31 May 1838 and was part of the London and South Western Railway route  
 from Nine Elms, Battersea to Woking. The original building was to the south of the current station on the  
 opposite side of the bridge. On 22 October 1855 the Wimbledon and West Croydon Railway opened the  
 West Croydon to Wimbledon line via Mitcham ( now the Tramlink route. ) This was followed in October  
 1868 by the opening of a line to Tooting Junction, run by the Tooting, Merton and Wimbledon Railway. 



 

 

 London and South Western Railway 4 – 4 – 0 x2 class engine, pictured at Wimbledon. 

 The company was running services to the Wimbledon area just prior to the extension of the District Railway  
 from Putney Bridge. Steam powered underground trains remained in use on this section of the District line  
 until 27 August 1905, when the line was electrified. Mainline services were gradually replaced by electrified  
 rolling stock both prior to and after World War 1. Steam power remained in use over some lengthy haulage  
 routes.  



 

 

 Wimbledon Station, c.1907. 
 It was not until 3 June 1889 that the Metropolitan District Railway opened an extension from  
 Putney Bridge, making Wimbledon the new branch terminus and connecting it for the first time to the 
 Underground network. Surbiton had been the original choice, however a shorter line was built when it  
 proved impossible to raise the necessary funds. 



 

 

 Platform at Wimbledon Station, c.1910. 
 In 1910 Parliament gave approval for the Wimbledon to Sutton Railway, however work was halted by the   
 First World War. The Metropolitan District Railway was a shareholder of the company with rights to run  
 trains over the line when it was built.  



 
 

 Wimbledon Station, showing construction of new platforms far left, c.1928 
 During the 1920s the London Electric Railway ( forerunner of London Underground, ) planned to use part  
 of the route for an extension of the City & South London Railway ( now the Northern Line but the Southern  
 Railway objected. Ultimately the C & SLR was allowed to extend as far as Morden, in exchange for the   
 Electric Railway surrendering its rights to the Wimbledon and Sutton Railway route. The Southern Railway  
 built the line ( one of the last to be built in London ) and started running trains to South Merton on 7 July  
 1929. The Sutton service was launched in 5 January 1930. 



 

 Wimbledon Broadway, c.1900 
 The extension of the District railway to Wimbledon had a profound impact on the local area, making it  
 easier for people to travel between leafy Surrey, the Capital and beyond via linked services. There was a  
 rapid increase in property development especially in the area at the base of Wimbledon Hill. 



 

 

 Wimbledon Hill Road c.1920. ( The station is just out of sight, far right. ) 
 The extension of LSWR and District line services led to the construction of fine houses in Wimbledon  
 Village and around the Common, as well as terraced streets to accommodate rail and support workers. 
 There was also an increase in the range and number of shops, schools and leisure facilities for the  
 growing population. 



 

 

 The Southern Railway Station at Wimbledon, c.1925. 
 The Southern Railway was formed in 1923 following the amalgamation of the London & South Western  
 Railway, the London Brighton & South Coast Railway and the South Eastern & Chatham Railway. 
 Wimbledon Station underwent a dramatic transformation during the 1920s, including construction of the  
 fine Art Deco booking hall, faced in Portland stone. Two entrances were built, a larger frontage, a forecourt  
 for taxis and a hefty station canopy. The stylish interior included geometric lighting and five large windows  
 above the entrance with specially cut fan panes. New bridges and platforms were also added. 



 

 

 Wimbledon Station as it appears today. 
 In recent years the station has been refurbished to improve security, install new technology and better  
 Facilities for customers, including new shops and food outlets. However the building still retains many of   
 the fine Art Deco features designed by the eminent architect Charles Holden. 



 

 

 Trains at Wimbledon Station destined for the two extremes of the District Line. 
 Wimbledon Station is now a major transport hub. It is unique on the rail network as it combines services  
 from National rail, London Underground and Tramlink. It is also a connection point to South West trains, 
  First Capital Connect and District Line services.  Of the ten platforms, 1 - 4 are Underground, 5 - 9 are for  
 overground services and platform 10 is used for trams to the Croydon area. 


