
 

 

Diamond Jubilee Celebrations 



 

 The Mayor of Merton, Councillor Gilli Lewis Lavender and her daughter, pictured at the 

 Ahmadiyya Muslim Women’s Association National Meena Bazaar, May 2012. 

 Held at the Baitul Futuh Mosque, Morden, this event helped to raise funds for the Queen’s Jubilee  

 Charities. Similar events were staged throughout the country with stalls selling everything from clothes and  

 jewellery, to food and beauty products.  The Morden event, attended by more than 3000 women and  

 children, was expected to raise more than £10,000 for charities including the NSPCC, Macmillan Cancer, 

 and the Royal British Legion. The Mayor is pictured with Nasira Rehman, National President of the  

 Ahmadiyya Muslim Women’s Association and Nasira Ahmad, the principal organiser of the Bazaar. 



 
 

 

Councillor Edith Macauley MBE is awarded an 

MBE by Her Majesty the Queen at 

Windsor Castle, 2012. 

A resident of Morden, Edith has devoted her life to 

public service. She spent over thirty years working 

for the legal affairs department of the  

Communications Union in Wimbledon and has also 

been a local magistrate.  

 

Labour councillor for the Lavender Fields ward in 

Mitcham since 1998, Edith has held Cabinet posts 

covering everything from housing, to community  

safety, the voluntary sector, engagement and 

equalities. She currently sits on the Colliers Wood 

and North east Mitcham Community Forum. 

 

In 2002 Edith became the first black female Mayor 

of Merton. She was also runner up ( from 100 local 

authority entries ) in the prestigious Mayor of the 

Year award, having been selected for making the 

most outstanding contribution to her local area. 

She currently serves as Deputy Mayor of Merton. 

 



 

 Her Majesty the Queen is greeted by the Lord Lieutenant of Surrey on arrival at St. Mark’s Academy,  

 Acacia Road, Mitcham. 

 On 15 May 2012, the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh visited St. Mark’s Church of England Academy as  

 part of the monarch’s Diamond Jubilee tour. Despite bad weather during the early part of the morning, 

 hundreds of people lined the streets to cheer the Royal party. This included many students from  

 St. Mark’s and Stanford Primary school.  



 

 Her Majesty the Queen is greeted by Councillor Gilli Lewis Lavender, Mayor of Merton, the Mayor’s 

 consort (shown to her left), civic and school representatives during a visit to St. Mark’s Academy. 

 This momentous occasion took place on the Mayor’s last day in office - the next day the role of Mayor  

 passed to Councillor David Williams. 



 

 The Queen is presented with flowers by students from Stanford Primary School and St. Mark’s  

 Academy during a Diamond Jubilee visit to Mitcham, 15 May 2012. 

 Just visible, picture centre, talking to the Duke of Edinburgh, is Christine Parsloe, then Leisure and Culture  

 Development Manager at Merton Council. She played a major role in coordinating the Royal visit with  

 corporate representatives and the Royal Household. 



 

  The Lord Lieutenant of Surrey, the Queen’s official representative in the county, introduces the  

 monarch to Councillor Stephen Alambritis, Leader of Merton Council. 

 This picture captures part of the official receiving line, including (third from right) Councillor David Williams,  

 Mayor-Elect and Ged Curran, Chief Executive of Merton council. Both long serving public officials,  

 Councillors Williams and Alambritis were subsequently awarded MBEs in the Queen’s Birthday Honours  

 for services to local government (in 2019 and 2020 respectively.) 



 

 Her Majesty the Queen meets civic and community representatives during an official visit to  

 St. Mark’s Church of England Academy, Mitcham, 15 May 2012. 



 

 The Royal couple chat to chefs and catering students responsible for preparing and serving lunch  

 during an official visit to St. Mark’s Academy, Mitcham, 2012. 

 The Queen was attending the South London Lunch, part of her Diamond Jubilee tour. A British picnic  

 themed lunch was served during the event, which was attended by mayors and community  

 representatives from thirteen south London boroughs.  Here the Duke of Edinburgh takes time to chat to  

 budding young chefs from Stanford Primary School - many of whom seem overawed by the occasion. 



 

 

 Lunch menu served during  

 Her Majesty the Queen’s visit to 

 St. Mark’s Academy, Mitcham, 

 15 May 2012. 



 

 Her Majesty the Queen unveils a plaque commemorating her Diamond Jubilee visit to St. Mark’s 

 Academy, Mitcham, May 2012. 

 This picture shows the Queen flanked by the headteacher and senior students from the academy, with her  

 lady in waiting, HRH the Duke of Edinburgh and the Lord Lieutenant of Surrey on the right. 

 The visit was a memorable occasion for staff and students alike. 


