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THE CUMBERLAND HOSPITAL 



 

Sir Isaac Wilson addresses local dignitaries at the laying of the foundation stone of the Cumberland 

House Hospital, Whitford Gardens, Mitcham, 1937 

A property developer and philanthropist, Isaac had already funded construction of the Wilson Hospital. 

The Cumberland Hospital was opened by Surrey County Council in 1939 for the treatment of patients with 

pulmonary tuberculosis.  



  

 

 

 Foundation stone, Cumberland House Hospital 

 Isaac Wilson funded much of the construction  

 which was carried out by Mitcham builder,  

 Charles Higginson, to the designs of Chart, Son 

 and Reading. 

 

 The hospital joined the NHS in 1948 under the  

 control of the St Helier Group Hospital  

 Management Committee, part of the South West   

 Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board.   

 Renamed the Cumberland Hospital, it had 102   

 beds for patients with all stages of pulmonary TB  

 except convalescence.   

 

 In 1952 the hospital was redecorated.  Bell pushes   

 were added to each bed to enable patients to  

 summon help. An extension to the X-ray  

 Department was deferred by the Regional Hospital  

 Board because of lack of funds.   



 

 Distributing reading material to patients at the Cumberland Hospital, Mitcham, c.1954. 

 By the 1950s the building had been redecorated and new facilities added to improve patient treatment and  

 the technology available to medical staff. By 1952 only minor operations were performed at the hospital.  

 Patients for major surgery were transferred to St. Helier hospital, before returning for post-operative  

 care.  By 1957 the Cumberland had a bed occupancy of 70%, until cases were transferred from the Grove 

( fever ) hospital in Tooting. 

http://ezitis.myzen.co.uk/sthelier.html


 

 Cumberland Chest Hospital, Mitcham, c.1959 

 A new Chest Clinic and X-ray Department was officially opened on 10th July 1959 by Mrs A.G. Linfield,   

 wife of the Chairman of the South West Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board.  The Hospital now had 100    

 beds for patients with TB, lung cancer and other serious chest diseases. 



 

 Mr.S.A.Ede, President of the Mitcham Rotary Club, presents a portable telephone for the use of  

 patients at Cumberland Hospital, 1961 

 Following a major reorganisation of the NHS in 1974, the hospital came under the control of the Sutton        

 and West Merton District Health Authority, part of the South West Thames Regional Health Authority.   

 It now began to admit geriatric patients as well as those with chest diseases.   



 

 

Baroness Wilson opened the Cumberland Day Centre, Mitcham in 1996 

The Regional Health Authority planned to close the hospital by the end of November 1979. A petition was 

organised by the local community, not least because the health authority had spent large sums of money on 

redecoration, re-wiring, double-glazing and other improvements to the building earlier in the year.   

Over 17,000 signatures were collected and presented to No. 10 Downing Street by nurses from the  

hospital. Despite public support, Cumberland Hospital closed on 30th November . 

The building was demolished and replaced by the Cumberland Care Home for patients with Alzheimer's  

disease and dementia, and the Cumberland Day Centre. This was opened by Baroness Wilson of Rievaulx 

in 1996 ( widow of Harold Wilson ) The facility is now better known as the Merton Dementia Hub. 

http://www.careuk.com/cumberland
http://www.swlstg-tr.nhs.uk/our-services/cumberland-day-centre/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Wilson,_Baroness_Wilson_of_Rievaulx

