
 

CRANMER SIMPSON 

The Lords of Mitcham Canons:  
The Cranmer and Simpson Families 



 

 

The beginning of the Cranmer dynasty... 
The house pictured above is The Cranmers House, also known as The Rectory or Mitcham Villa.  
It was named after the Cranmers, a prominent family in Mitcham. Their connection to the area began 
in 1656, when the manor of Mitcham was purchased by Robert Cranmer, an East India merchant. 
The estate of Mitcham Canons, Lower Mitcham has remained in their ownership for over 250 years.  



 

The Canons, Madeira Road, Mitcham c. 1936  
The Canons is a two storey house located to the north of Cranmer Green. It was one of the chief  
properties of the Cranmer estate. The main part of the house was built in the late 17th century, whilst the 
nearby dovecote and carp pond date from the Medieval period. James Cranmer Jr., the great-grandson of 
Robert Cranmer, moved into the house with his wife, Ann, during the 1750s. Together, they worked to  
improve the estate. Over the following centuries, when not occupied by family members of the family, it 
was let to local businessmen and bankers. In 1939, the Cranmer descendants - the Simpsons, sold the 
estate to Mitcham council. It is still owned by the London Borough of Merton.   



 

The marriage of the Cranmers and the Simpsons. 

In 1818, Emily Cranmer, the granddaughter of James Cranmer Jr., married William Simpson. He was  
a calico printer, working at Merton Abbey until 1821, when he started his own business. He gave this 
up in 1830 to devote himself to his duties as Lord of the Manor of Mitcham. The couple lived at  
The Canons (pictured c. 1823) with their four children: William Jr., Richard, Robert, and Emily.  
Following their marital links to the Cranmers, the Simpsons became one of Mitcham’s principal  
landowning families. They were leading members of the community for generations to come.  



 

The second William Simpson. 
William Simpson Jr., the first son of Emily and William Simpson, married Winifred Mostyn in July 1851. 
They first lived in Elm Lodge (pictured above) before moving to Park Place on the east side of London 
Road. The second Simpson to be the Lord of the Manor, William Jr. and his wife had nine children. 
Their second child took his father’s name and was christened, William Francis Joseph Simpson.  



 

SS Peter and Paul Catholic Church, Cranmer Road, c.1899 

William Simpson Jr. and his wife Winifred were instrumental in re-establishing a Catholic Church in 
Mitcham, for the first time since the Reformation. In 1862, William donated land and money to build a 
small chapel and a wooden school room facing the Cricket Green. The present church, the SS Peter 
and Paul Catholic Church, was opened in 1889 on land given by Winifred.   



 

 

 Wilson Hospital, Cranmer Road, Mitcham, c.1928 

The Cranmers was pulled down in 1928 to make way for Wilson Hospital, pictured shortly after its  
completion. This local hospital was built with donations made by the property developer Sir Isaac Wilson. 
It had two 10 bed wards for men and women, 4 beds for children and 4 single rooms for private patients. 
It boasted an operating theatre, a dispensary, X-ray and violet ray rooms, plus casualty and emergency 
wards. During the post war era, it developed a reputation for the treatment of bone injuries.  



 

The Third William Simpson. 

William Francis Joseph Simpson married Mary Herbert in 1891 in London and was the third William 
Simpson to hold the title, Lord of the Manor. He and Mary lived in Park Place (pictured in 1974) until 
1922, when it was sold to the News of the World. The building was developed and used by Mitcham 
Athletics Club for the next 32 years.  



 

The Simpsons during the War. 

William Herbert Mostyn Simpson was born on 21 June 1893, the second child and first son of  
William Francis and Mary Simpson. He enlisted as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 3rd Battalion (Special  
Reserve) of the East Surrey Regiment in 1913, and was mobilised at the beginning of World War One. 
Soon promoted to Lieutenant, he embarked to France in November 1914. He was tragically wounded 
in December 1915 - having suffered a gunshot to the spine, he sadly died a few days later on 19 
December. His name appears on the Mitcham War Memorial ( pictured ) as ‘Simpson H.’ 


