
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cricket, Golf and Speedway: 

Images from the  

Merton Heritage Collection. 

 

 

 

 

 



Mitcham Cricket Club 
Founded in 1685 and recorded as one of the oldest cricket clubs in the world, Mitcham Cricket Club and Cricket Green are  

longstanding assets in the local community. The Cricket Pavilion [pictured above] was built in 1904 and is still home to the club. It has  

an unusual different situation, in that players have to cross a busy road to get to and from the pavilion.  
 

Known for its core values of diversity and inclusion, team members have come from different backgrounds. One famous example was 

Eaton Swaby, a Jamaican born fast bowler joined the club in 1957 and played for 21 seasons. Cricket Green has also been host to  

several international matches — including women’s international cricket.    
 

The camaraderie and community spirit of the club has been reflected amongst its membership. Alderman Tom L Ruff, mayor of Mitcham 

from 1961 to 1962, was an avid cricket supporter. He kept the club active and was captain of the Wednesday XI. Surrey cricketer  

Burnett Bullock was another Mitcham player during the interwar years. He was also landlord of the Kings Head, a pub renamed the  

Burn Bullock in 1976.  



Tooting and Mitcham FC 

Tooting Town and Mitcham Wanderers merged in 1932 to form Tooting and Mitcham FC. Sandy Lane was their original home ground 

[picture on left]. In 2002, TMUFC moved to their current ground at Imperial Fields [pictured on the right].  
 

One notable player was Mitcham resident Alexander Cyril Stepney, who played for the club during the early 1960s. After being scouted 

by Millwall, he turned professional and spent the rest of his career with Manchester United. In recognition of his local club role, a road  

constructed on the former TMUFC ground was named ‘Stepney Way’  
 

During the 3rd Round FA Cup in 1959, TMUFC and Nottingham Forest played two matches. The first took place at Sandy Lane and 

prompted great excitement when an own goal and a controversial penalty for a handball resulted in a 2-2 draw. Sadly the second match 

in Nottingham saw TMUFC lose 3:0 and they were knocked out of the FA Cup.   

 



 

Royal Wimbledon Golf Club  

Royal Wimbledon Golf Club is the third oldest golf club in England and was founded in 1865.  Its 18 hole course was created in 1907, 

after a period spent sharing a course with the London Scottish Golf Club. The Royal Wimbledon is one of a number of golf clubs based 

on Wimbledon Common -  its clubhouse has occupied several different sites, including the Iron House at Roehampton.  
 

A ladies club was proposed and formed in 1890 and there were separate clubhouses until 1932. Ladies only secured fill membership of 

the Royal Wimbledon in 2000. Prior to this, the Ladies Club faced a number of restrictions, including the number of days access to the 

course and parking restrictions. During World War One, the ladies course was requisitioned for use as an army camp  - this sacrifice  

finally led to ladies being admitted to the Royal Wimbledon on the same terms as men. This included increased access to 5 rather than 

3 days of play, entry to the clubhouse with an allocated Ladies room and permission to introduce lady friends to the grounds.  



 

Wimbledon Common Golf Club  

Based on Wimbledon Common and founded in 1895, this 18 hole golf course is the second oldest course in England and Wales . 
 

On 20 February 1908, the original club ‘The Wimbledon Town Golf Club’ was formed. Membership was then limited to 100 Wimbledon 

residents of Wimbledon.  Club rules required the employment of a caddy and play was restricted to Tuesdays, Thursdays and  

Saturdays.  
 

In 1919, the South London Golf Club merged with the WTGC and in 1928 the name was changed to Wimbledon Common Golf Club.  

The grounds were used during both World Wars for military training and food production  - this had a negative impact on the Club in 

terms of finances, membership and the condition of the course. However, thanks to members, the Club and grounds were eventually 

restored and the existing facilities were improved.  



 

Wimbledon Park Golf Club  

Wimbledon Park is an 18 hole golf course, founded in 1898 and a neighbour of the All England Lawn Tennis Club.  

Known for its picturesque location, it overlooks Wimbledon Park Lake, created by the landscape architect Lancelot ’Capability’ Brown.  

The logo of WPGC features a swan, reflecting the beautiful views of the lake and surrounding parkland.  

There have been a total of four clubhouses : the first was gutted by a fire in 1901 and the second one was destroyed during the Blitz.  

In December 2018,  a majority of members agreed to sell the golf club land to the AELTC as part of its expansion plan. The purchas 

price was £65 million and each WPGC member received £85,000 commission. The transfer is due to be completed in December 2021, 

bringing to and end the club’s 123 year history.    



 

Mitcham Golf Club  

This club was founded in 1891 and originally known as “The Princes Golf Club.” The clubhouse is situated on  Mitcham Common and 

the course itself was created by four-time Open Champion, Tom Morris.  
 

During the late 19th and early 20th century, the golf course enjoyed great popularity due to its proximity to London.  
 

The original two storey clubhouse [pictured left ] burnt down in 1933 and was replaced with a new Art Deco structure [shown here on 

the right] 

 

Mitcham Golf Club is next to Mitcham Junction Train Station and its detailed logo incorporates symbols linked to Mitcham’s horticultural 

heritage and the River Wandle.    



 
Speedway and Greyhound Racing  
The stadium at Plough Lane, Wimbledon was a community hub and multi-sport arena, hosting speedway, greyhound racing and Wimbledon FC.  
 
The Wimbledon Dons were a professional motorcycle speedway team from 1928-2005. They won many competitions and trophies - however in 2005, 
increased rents forced them to leave Plough Lane.  
 
Greyhound racing was also a regular fixture from 1928 onwards and attracted large crowds. As the years went on, public enthusiasm dwindled and  
controversy surrounding the sport led to the cessation of greyhound racing at Wimbledon on Saturday 25th March 2017.  
 
The stadium was sold to allow for residential development and a new ground for AFC Wimbledon, scheduled for completion in 2021.   


