
 
 

Celebrating Mitcham Carnival. 

 Mitcham Carnival has been running since 1935 and has brought joy and entertainment to generations of  

 local people, as well as raising funds for many worthy causes.  

 The 2020 event has sadly been cancelled due to the coronavirus pandemic, so Merton Heritage Service is   

 offering this retrospective for Carnival enthusiasts young and old... 



  

 

Sir Isaac Wilson. 

During the interwar years, Cumberland born property 

developer Sir Isaac Wilson settled in the Mitcham  

area. A kindly and philanthropic man, he funded  

several local developments that benefitted the health 

and welfare of local residents - from Mitcham Garden 

Village to the Cumberland Hospital.  

 

Isaac is perhaps best remembered for funding 

construction of Wilson Hospital in 1928. This was the 

first purpose built medical facility of its type in the area.  

 

He was the driving force behind the annual Mitcham 

Carnival, which was initially held to raise funds for  

medical care and equipment at the Wilson ( prior to 

the formation of the NHS. )  

 

Isaac was knighted for his services to charity. He died 

in 1944 and is buried in Mitcham Parish churchyard. 



 

Wilson Hospital, Cranmer Road, Mitcham, c.1928. 

Opened by the Princess Royal, the hospital was largely funded by property developer, Isaac Wilson. 

Prior to the creation of the NHS, the hospital was supported by charitable donations and fundraising 

through the annual Wilson Hospital ( later Mitcham ) Carnival. By 1938 additional funds had allowed  

construction of a new block and the hospital was equipped with its own operating theatre and the latest 

technology . This was called into action in World War II, when the hospital became a pioneering centre for 

bone surgery. 



 

 

 

Mitcham’s version of famous silent film star, 

Charlie Chaplin. 

This was one of many costumed characters to 

feature in the 1938 Carnival. 

 

Chaplin was still very popular in the 1930s,  

despite initially refusing to switch from silent film 

to the new “talkies.” Many local people would  

have watched his 1940 film, “The Great  

Dictator,” which satirised Adolf Hitler. 



 

“Progress in Action,” part of the Mitcham Carnival procession of June 1938. 

Dressed as Victorian cyclists, these local residents are pictured at the Carnival showground on Sandy 

Lane, riding Otto cycles, with their central seats set between two giant wheels. Vehicles such as this were 

amongst a range of unusual bicycles seen travelling the roads of Mitcham during the 19th century. 



 

Part of the third Mitcham Carnival procession, crossing the stadium ground at Sandy Lane, 1938. 

A fund-raising event for Wilson Hospital, the Carnival was attended by 25,000 people and featured a seven 

hour programme of entertainment, including a concert party, games, horse-rides, an ox roast and a visit 

from the local May Queen. 



 

Welcoming the Mayor to Mitcham Stadium, Sandy Lane, c.1939. 

This picture captures the Mayor of Mitcham, Alderman Field and his wife arriving at the Stadium,  

accompanied by the macebearer.  Notice the lady with the collection box, far right . In the days before the 

creation of the NHS - this local event, originally known as the Wilson Hospital Carnival, was used to raise 

funds for the hospital located near Cranmer Road. 



 

The crowning of King Carnival, Mitcham Stadium, 17 June 1939. 

During its early years, the Carnival celebrations included an ox roast. Here a local resident, dressed as a 

grizzly bear, is shown crowning Ken Smith with bull horns. In his role as Carnival King, he was then 

responsible for carving the giant roast for the assembled crowds. Ironically just a few months later war 

broke out and rationing was introduced. 



 

Preparing for a feast - the ox roast at Mitcham Carnival, 1939. 

The last such event before World War II, the Carnival drew a large crowd for its varied entertainment, sports 

displays, stalls, music and torchlight procession. The ox roast was an annual fixture - following the outbreak 

of war and the introduction of rationing, local people could only dream of this type of meat feast. 



 

Musicians performing at Mitcham Carnival, Mitcham Stadium, Sandy Lane. 

It is not clear if this is an army band, or members of the local Home Guard. Originally known as the Local 

Defence Volunteers, the Home Guard was formed in 1940 to protect the country in the event of a German 

invasion, in addition to performing various Civil defence duties. The Guards were finally stood down in  

December 1945. 



 

A grand display and community singing at the Carnival showground, Sandy Lane. 

Here local servicemen, youth groups, sports groups and musicians are lined up for part of the Carnival  

entertainment programme - you can just spot the lyrics sheet being held up, far left, to enable the audience 

to join in the singing. The date of the event is unclear but it may be 1953. 



 

Horse-riding event during the Coronation Carnival, 1953. 

Sports demonstrations from gymkhanas to archery and motocross have always been a popular part of the 

arena displays at Mitcham Carnival. Shown here is a form of “tag” on horseback, staged at the original  

Carnival showground at Mitcham Stadium, Sandy Lane. 



 

Horse relay at the Mitcham Carnival of 1953, Mitcham Stadium. 

This was one of a number of sports activities featured in the Coronation Carnival. Here riders race to mount 

and dismount their horses before moving on to the next obstacle.  



 

 

 

 

A stylish dawn to a new era… 

16 year old Sandra Elkins ( left ), the Mitcham 

Carnival Queen of 1960, pictured with runner-up, 

Mrs. Kathy Joyce on their parade float. 

The vibrant patterned dresses and bouffant hair 

styles shown here were typical of the late 1950s 

and early’60s. 



 

Mitcham Girl Guides aboard their parade float, Mitcham Carnival,1960. 

Decorated with giant badges, this float depicted many of the traditional Girl Guide activities from camping 

and cookery to orienteering. Youth organisations featured strongly in the Carnival procession, from  

Brownies and Scouts, to the local Sea Cadets, Air Training Corps, Boys /Girls Brigade and Woodcraft Folk. 



 

An award winning Carnival float from Pollards Hill Community Association, 1960. 

Depicting “Community through the Ages” from the stone age men of Bedrock at the front of the float, to the 

space age characters at its rear - this was declared the winning float of 1960, even though the Association 

had only spent £1 on materials. 



 

A float highlighting Mitcham’s sporting prowess, Mitcham Carnival, 1962. 

Whether from a local youth or sports club, these teenagers are shown depicting everything from swimming 

and Olympic athletes, to fencing, martial arts, boxing and darts. This picture is thought to have been taken 

near Figges Marsh, prior to the Carnival procession. 



 

The Mitcham Tennis Club float, Mitcham Carnival, 1962. 

Elmwood Tennis Club was founded in 1922 on land at the end of Elmwood Road. The site was owned by 

property developer, Sir Isaac Wilson, who also founded the Carnival. In 1936 the land was used to build 

Cumberland Hospital and the Club fundraised to purchase its current site. This has been in continuous use 

since 1937  - matches were even held during World War II. 



 

Crowds watch the Carnival procession passing through Fair Green, 1961. 

This may be the May Queen’s float, followed by a local scooter. The part timbered building, picture left, 

used to house public toilets but has since been converted into a popular local café. 



 

The Sherwood Foresters float, Mitcham Carnival procession, 1961. 

It is not known whether this float belonged to a local archery club, or  young fans of “The Adventures of 

Robin Hood” starring Richard Greene, a popular t.v. series from 1955 to 1960. 



 

The Mitcham May Queen and her attendants, Mitcham Carnival, c.1962 

The May Queen was crowned by the Mayor of Mitcham as part of the annual May festival. She and her 

Prince Charming ( also a girl, as in  pantomime tradition, ) always played a key part in the local  

Carnival procession, together with their young courtiers. This photo shows the May Queen’s float at the 

starting point of the parade near Figges Marsh. 



 

 

 

 

Part of the 1978 Carnival parade. 

This image captures the May  

Queen and her Prince Charming  

passing through Fair Green. 

Their traditional pony trap was  

usually supplied by the Sparrowhawk 

family, who owned a scrapyard near 

Beehive Bridge. 

 

Mitcham clock tower can be seen in its 

original location, with the Kings Arms 

pub in the background. 

 



 

Young’s brewery dray, c.1978. 

Over the decades the Young & Co. 

brewery has owned and supplied 

many of the Mitcham pubs. 

 

Horse-drawn drays such as this  

traditionally transported huge barrels 

of beer from the Ram Brewery in 

Wandsworth, to pubs all over the 

Capital. Sadly the build up of traffic 

made this practice impractical on  

safety grounds. The brewery shut in 

2006. 

 

The Young’s dray has featured at 

Mitcham Carnival on several  

occasions, always attracting an  

enthusiastic crowd of onlookers. 



 

A parade entry from St. Mark’s Primary School, Mitcham Carnival, 1991. 

This colourful float featured a charming assortment of bees, caterpillars and butterflies portrayed by the 

children and their teachers. 



 

Carnival float built by members of the congregation from Mitcham Parish Church, 1991. 

Those aboard this colourful parade entry included the local vicar, parishioners and members of the local 

Sunday School. 



 

A colourful parade entry from an unidentified local school, Mitcham Carnival, c.1994. 

A lot of hard work and imagination goes into devising parade entries, from costumes, to floats. 

The children shown here are just passing down the A236  - the local Iceland store is shown in the  

background, with Fair Green just out of sight, far right. 



 

Celebrating local horticultural heritage - Mitcham Carnival procession, c.1994. 

This parade entry from an unidentified Mitcham school shows teachers and youngsters dressed as flowers, 

from daffodils to celandines. The blue-costumed participants may represent the waters of the River Wandle 

 - if you recognise the school or can shed more light on the theme, please let us know. 

The parade is pictured passing through Fair Green on route to the showground at Three Kings Piece. 



 

Carnival parade passing through Fair Green, c.1994. 

These colourful drummers and stilt walkers appear to be dressed like chickens and a striking rooster. 

Over the years the Mitcham Carnival parade has drawn entries from local schools and community groups, 

to marching bands , professional musicians and acrobats. 



 

 

 Carnival parade entry nearing the junction 

 between London Road and the A236 near  

 Fair Green, 1994. 

 The theme chosen here is unclear. The silver  

 horse, may represent the Surrey Iron Railway  

 which used horse-drawn wagons to carry freight  

 from Wandsworth to Pitlake, via Mitcham during  

 the early nineteenth century. 


