
 

 

The Power of the Banner. 

 

 

 “The Suffrage Societies have many beautiful banners worked  

 by suffragists for love and into them have been stitched many  

 hopes, aspirations, pretty fancies and steadfast resolves,  

 memories and beliefs.” 
 

 

 

 

Quote from The Common Cause - the newspaper  of the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies. 



 

  During the early years of the women’s suffrage movement, much of the campaign work took   

 place in the private homes of genteel ladies. This involved carefully considered talks to groups   

 of like-minded individuals from middle and upper-class families, garden parties and the  

 peaceful lobbying of politicians at social gatherings. 

 

 It was only during the early years of the 20th century that women took to the streets to promote   

 their cause more publicly. Both the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies and the 

 Women’s Social and Political Union became skilful and effective in the organisation of  

 spectacular processions promoting “Votes for Women.”  

 

 Suffrage banners were an eye-catching and effective means of getting the message across to  

 the public - whether simple slogans on white sheets, or elaborate designs painted and / or   

 embroidered by professional artists and craftswomen. 

 

 There were several categories of banner: 

 Those representing a local society usually featured a town’s name or emblems 

 Occupational banners representing women writers, actresses, doctors and teachers 

 Consciousness-raising slogans e.g. “Justice for Loyal Citizens” 

 Those featuring images of inspiring women including Joan of Arc, Boadicea,                   

Florence Nightingale, or individual suffrage campaigners. 

 



 

Artist, Mary Lowndes ( 1857 - 1929 ) 

Trained at the Slade School of Art, Mary was one of the first 

women to become a professional stained glass artist. 

Together with Alfred Drury, she established a successful  

studio-workshop in Chelsea and became an influential  

figure in the Arts and Crafts movement. She would certainly 

have been known to the artists and crafts people working at 

the Morris & Co. Works at Merton Abbey. 
 

Mary’s work was in great demand during the early twentieth 

century and in 1906 she founded the Glass House, Fulham  

to produce her stained glass designs and support  

independent artists. 
 

Lowndes joined the women’s suffrage movement in the 

1890s. In 1907 she founded the Artists’ Suffrage League to 

create striking posters, postcards and banners for suffrage 

events. 
 

Between 1908 and 1914 Mary became one of the key  

suffrage artists. She organised workshops and even  

produced a pamphlet advising on good banner design  

 - encouraging the use of bold shapes and rich colours. 

 



 

A banner-making workshop, c.1910 

Skilled craftswomen instructed other suffrage campaigners and special workshops were often held before 

major processions where large numbers of banners were needed to “make a bold show.” 



 

 

A suffragette procession through London, 1911.  

Suffrage campaigners considered it an honour to carry a banner in a procession. The women felt great 

pride in displaying the symbols and slogans of their cause. The fine art and striking designs had a strong 

impact on the viewing public. Both the NUWSS and the WSPU paraded their banners throughout the UK 

to inspire other women to join the campaign for the vote. Banners were also displayed at key venues to 

promote forthcoming events and adorned the platforms from which campaign leaders spoke. 



 

Rose Lamartine yates addressing a WSPU meeting at Dorset Hall, Kingston Road, Merton Park. 

This photograph captures the fine Wimbledon WSPU banner, designed by Dr. Francis Bather, suffrage 

supporter and eminent geologist at the Natural History Museum. Created by local suffragettes, using the 

WSPU colours, the banner featured a distinctive purple windmill on a white satin background, surrounded 

by green trees with the rays of the sun and the words “Freedom, Votes, Equality.” 



 

Indian suffragettes pictured with their elephant banner at a Women’s Coronation Procession, 1911. 

This group includes Sophia Duleep Singh ( pictured to the left of the banner. ) She is known to have    

campaigned with the Wimbledon Women’s Social and Political Union and was a friend of the  

Organising Secretary, Rose Lamartine Yates. 



 
 

Examples of Geographical banners 



 
 

Examples of occupational and Society banners 



 
 

Examples of consciousness raising banners 



 
 

Examples of banners featuring famous women 


