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ATKINSON MORLEY HOSPITAL 



 

Atkinson Morley Convalescent Hospital, Copse Hill c.1870. 

Built between 1867 and 1869, this was the first purpose built medical facility to be linked to an inner city 

hospital. It was constructed thanks to hotelier and former medical student, Atkinson Morley, to care for  

convalescent patients from St. George’s Hospital, Hyde Park. Morley had been a Governor at St. George’s 

and left money in his will to finance the new facility. Patients were transported between the two sites by two 

horse-drawn carriages - these were replaced by a 14 seat omnibus in 1888. 



 

 

Atkinson Morley Hospital, Copse Hill, c.1906 

By 1901 the building was in a precarious state and the ceiling of the children's ward collapsed. The hospital  

underwent complete refurbishment and electricity was installed throughout. 



 

 Patients recuperating in the open air, Atkinson Morley Hospital, c.1918. 

 During the First World War, the hospital was converted to care for wounded servicemen - some of whom  

 can be seen here, recuperating in day beds on the hospital balconies. 

 By 1922 financial problems forced the hospital to close for a three month period. The interwar years  

 witnessed its gradual evolution from a convalescence home to a fully functioning hospital, treating more  

 acute cases including tuberculosis patients.  



  

 

 

 

 Sir Wylie McKissock 1906 – 94 

 In 1939 the number of beds at the Atkinson  
 Morley hospital was reduced to cut costs. 
 This move was reversed during World War Two,   
 when the hospital was needed to treat  
 casualties and acute cases transferred from the 
 Bolingbroke and St. George’s Hospital. 
 The site was extended to include  Possil  
 ( previously Ormond House ), a three acre site 
 at 23 Copse Hill. This was purchased for  
 £98,000 for use as a nurses home.  
 
 In 1942 the surgical wards were converted for  
 complex neurosurgery, pioneered by  
 Sir Wylie McKissock. 
 
 The Atkinson Morley was now classed as an  
 emergency hospital. In 1944 it suffered a near  
 miss when a V1 flying bomb exploded nearby  
 - fortunately there was only slight damage to a   
 few windows. 
 

 



 

 Kent Ward, Atkinson Morley Hospital, Copse Hill, 1959  

 During the postwar era, the hospital  became internationally renowned as a neuroscience centre treating  

 head injuries and neurosurgery patients. In 1949 a Department  of Psychiatry was added, plus an X ray   

 section specialising in neuroradiology. By 1954 there were 44 neurosurgical beds, 16 neurological beds   

 and psychiatric wards with 14 beds for continuity and recovery.  



 

 

Using a feeding cup to give a patient some  

refreshment, Atkinson Morley Hospital, c.1965 

   

     A nurse helps a patient to tune  

     into hospital radio, 

     Atkinson Morley Hospital, c.1955 



 

 Helicopter landing at Atkinson Morley Hospital, c.1960 

 By the 1960s the hospital had become the regional neuroscience unit for south west London and was one  

 of the first medical facilities to have its own helipad to transport emergency cases. 



 

 Neurological ward, Atkinson Morley Hospital, c.1970 

 In 1967 the Wolfson Foundation funded the creation of the Wolfson Rehabilitation Centre - this was the  
 first such facility in the UK dedicated to neurological recovery. It offered a rehabilitation service for patients   
 who needed intensive therapy for physical or psychological disabilities following brain or spinal cord 
 injuries. The Centre had 32 beds plus extensive therapy and out-patient areas. 



 

 Dr.James Ambrose ( left ) and Sir Godfrey Hounsfield. 

 During the 1970s these men pioneered the use of CT scanners for mapping brain activity and identifying  

 neurological problems. In 1971 Godfrey Hounsfield, Head of the Medical Research Division and 
 neuroradiologist, Dr.James Ambrose, scanned the first patient – a woman with a suspected brain cyst.   
 Ambrose was later awarded the Nobel Prize for Medicine in 1979.  
 The Atkinson Morley facility was ultimately regarded as one of most advanced brain surgery centres in the  
 world. 



 

 The Wimbledon Hill Park development created by the Berkeley Group on the former  

 Atkinson Morley site 

 By the twenty-first century, the hospital had become old and outdated. It closed in 2003 and services were  
 transferred to the new Atkinson Morley neuroscience wing at St.George’s Hospital, Tooting. 
 In 2006 the 23 acre site was sold for £20 million to developer Laguna Quays - this included 17 acres  
 designated as a conservation area and therefore not suited for redevelopment. It had been planned to use   
 the building as a private hospital for fertility, maternity and paediatric care but the site was eventually  
 turned into luxury apartments. 


