
 

 

 

 

The Anti-Suffrage Campaign 

 



 

 

Alderman Hamshaw - Charter Mayor of Wimbledon. 

Local women’s suffrage campaigners often had to face 

a barrage of foolish attitudes and an often hostile  

reception from those in positions of authority. 

 

Wimbledon councillor Pond asked if women were  

enfranchised and then became MPs - how would they 

cope with all night Parliamentary debates and the need 

to travel home in the dark (!) 

 

In 1905 Alderman Hamshaw became the first Mayor of 

the newly created “borough” of Wimbledon.  

Highly antagonistic to women’s suffrage campaigners, 

he later became an active participant in a local 

Anti-Suffrage Society. He was also supported by his 

friend J E Allan, the Liberal candidate for Chichester, 

who proclaimed that “possession of the vote would not 

guarantee a rise in women’s wages.” 

 



 

 

Henry Chaplin, Conservative MP for Wimbledon. 

Chaplin was disliked by many of his constituents as 

well as representatives from many local political 

parties, including his own. 
 

It was for this reason that supporters of the  

Women’s Social and Political Union proposed their 

own candidate ( Bertrand Russelltion, ) to stand for 

the Wimbledon constituency.  
 

Chaplin was firmly against the notion of votes for 

women. In response to an invitation from the  

Men’s League for Opposing Women’s Suffrage, to 

attend a demonstration in Trafalgar Square in July 

1910, he wrote: 

“I regret I cannot attend today but am delighted to 

learn that an active campaign is to be prosecuted 

against a movement to which I am consistently  

opposed.” 



 

Police confrontation with suffragettes, c.1910. 

This image was captured elsewhere in the UK but similar events took place in the local area.  

Suffrage campaigners attracted automatic suspicion, especially following a window-smashing campaign 

started in 1912. Suffragette leaders including Emmeline Pethick Lawrence were arrested and Christabel 

Pankhurst fled to Paris. A rumour that similar militant tactics would be extended to Wimbledon led to 

guards being placed outside shops and public buildings. Police were also stationed at the local Post Office 

in case of anything untoward –in fact the rumours were completely groundless. 



 

Poster produced by the National League for 

Opposing Women’s Suffrage. 

Opposition to women’s suffrage was not limited to men 

- a surprising number of women were also against the 

campaign for the vote. Some preferred the status quo, 

others believed that women’s interests were best served 

through their work in the home and family. 
 

There were also those who firmly believed that there was 

a physical and mental difference between the sexes and 

that women did not have the capacity to cope with  

complex political issues. 
 

The militant tactics adopted by the suffragettes also  

alienated those who preferred more peaceful lobbying. 
 

Some local women also criticised the amount spent on 

policing the Common to prevent disturbances at  

suffragette gatherings. One lady went so far as to tell 

suffragette Rose Lamartine Yates that she would like to 

horsewhip her and drag her into the Rushmere lake. 

 



 

London headquarters of the National Association Opposed to Women’s Suffrage, c.1911. 

In Wimbledon growing public hostility to suffragette militancy led to the formation of a Retaliation League. 

Members vowed that every act of violence perpetrated by the women, whether to persons, public or  

private property, would be answered by attacks on the private homes and property of the suffragettes. 


